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			Intro

"La la la," someone was singing. Once upon a time on a hot summer day, there was a beautiful mermaid. Her name was Aquata. She had beautiful red hair, eyes as blue as the sea, and a beautiful rainbow tail. 

She was swimming with some fish, when she came upon an...

almost empty potion bottle. Then the mermaid went to the detective's house and asked her to help her find out what was in the bottle. They swam back to the potion bottle. "Who left this potion behind?" asked Princess Aquata. "I don't know, I don't know" exclaimed the detective.
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			Disappearing Mermaids 

The next day, when it was still dark and the moon was still out, the detective and the mermaid heard a noise. They went outside to check it out. When they got outside, they saw another almost empty potion bottle. This time, however, it wasn't just an empty potion bottle.  There were foot prints left behind. Not just any footprints though! They looked like tentacle prints! 

The detective spoke, "Now we know that whoever is responsible for this is not a mermaid. No, this was an octopus!" The only thing that was strange was that both the octopi and mermaids used the same type of potions. It seemed like whoever was responsible was always leaving clues. 
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			Then the next night, they found another potion bottle, but not tentacle prints. Instead, this time, they found a piece of paper with half of an address written on it. "This is another clue! Now we know where the octopus might live," said the detective. Every night that passed, there was another mermaid missing. 

More and More Clues 

Every night that a mermaid disappeared another clue was discovered. One night, they found a map of where all the octopi lived, so they went to the detective's house and got the address half that they had. They went back to the map, and they looked for the other half. They spent many days looking for it, but they still could not find the other half. So they looked for it on the map. They worked and worked for months and months but found no results, so they decided to take a break, and they rested for 5 days.
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			After the 5th day, when they woke up, they decided that their minds had been cleared. They started off to work again to find the evil octopus.  They decided to think back to their first clue, the potion bottle.  They made a map to find where the octopus would strike next.  On the map they looked for where the first disappearance had happened, and that's when they saw there was a pattern.  The detective was confident that they knew where the next hit was going to take place, so they set up a trap to catch the octopus.  They waited and waited all night, hiding in the seaweed for the octopus.

By the time it was morning, they were still waiting with wide, tired eyes.

Breaking Friendship


Aquata looked at her detective friend and she sighed, "I don't think she's going to be here.  Maybe you were wrong."  The detective replied, "I'm never wrong.  I'm a well known detective for a reason.  If YOU don't want to look for it, you can go home.  I don't need you!"  This made Aquata sad, so she went home...alone.  They had been friends for such a long time, but this was the first time her friend had yelled at her.
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			The next day Aquata and the detective decided to put their differences aside and work to find the octopus.  By the next night, they found the pattern:  two triangles put together to form a square.  It was there to slow them down, so they never found the octopus.  On the very last night, they set a trap for where she would be.  The trap worked!  They found and caught the octopus!  At the end, they noticed that the octopus was named Lasirina.  They put her in jail.  However, during her first night, she disappeared into thin air and was never seen again.

About the Author 

Samantha is in 3rd grade and is 7 years old. Her favorite color is blue. Her favorite subject is reading and writing. When she's not at school, she enjoys to go swimming at the beach and dancing. She also loves to go to Disneyland. 
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