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				Ring! Ring! I ran to the phone, jumping over messes and leaping over small buildings that my brothers had started.
	"Hello?" I said into the receiver.
	"Shannon?" A familiar voice answered, "Ready for our first meeting at 9:00?" Crystal sounded a little over excited.
	"As ready as I can be! Go Mystery SEA Kids!" I replied.

Shannon

	My friends, Crystal Mclean and Jewel Chase, my twin sister, Charlotte Johnson, and I, Shannon Johnson, started the Mystery SEA Kids club. We put an ad in the newspaper. We are all 11 years old. We agreed that we would let anyone join as long as they were nice. We lived in the beautiful, quiet, and nice place of Sunset Stream Valley.
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				Crystal was our creative girl and was named Creative Crystal. Crystal had shiny, black hair and beautiful blue eyes. She always smelt like rose perfume and loved fashion, just like my sister.

	Jewel was very fast and was called Jackal Jewel. She had perfect black hair and hazel brown eyes. She loved to dress in T-shirts and skirts, but never dresses! Jewel loved sports.

My sister, Charlotte was the bravest, and she was Courageous Charlotte. Charlotte had straight blond hair, and brownish black eyes, like me. She loved to dress in skirts and dresses, not pants. She also loved to dye her hair.

	I, Shannon, was the leader and therefore, was titled Smart Shannon. I liked to dress casual and was into gymnastics. I had wavy blond hair. In other words, I also loved animals.
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			I ran to my cozy spot, set my alarm for 9:15, and started reading my favorite book, The Mark of Athena.

												Crystal
	After calling Shannon and Charlotte, and Jewel's house, I set about, preparing my room. I put up my banner, which said Mystery SEA Kids. Shannon, Charlotte, Jewel, and I had signed our names on the banner with our club names. I was the one that decorated it with stickers and drawings. I had also added a photograph of us.
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				Ring! Ring! I didn't hear the alarm. Lately I've been I've been thinking, I want you to be happier, I want you to be happier... I was blasting music when my phone rang for the second time. Ring! Ring! RING!
	"Oops! I got a little sidetracked," I thought.	"Charlotte! Time to go!" I called up the stairs. No answer.
	"CHARLOTTE!"
	"COURAGEOUS CHARLOTTE!" 

	I heard loud footsteps and smelt lavender perfume when I saw Charlotte finally coming down the stairs. We biked over to Crystal's house and rang the doorbell. Slowly, the door opened. 
	"Hi!" Crystal's younger sister, Gemma opened the door.
	We ran up the stairs to Crystal's room. It had turquoise colored walls that felt soft and fluffy. Her room smelt like roses and she had quiet, classical music playing. A few minutes later, the bell rang.
	"I'll get it!" We heard Gemma shout.
	Jewel's loud footsteps got louder and louder as she got closer and closer.
	"Hi!" Jewel exclaimed.
	We chatted while waiting for the phone to ring.
	"Hey Jackal Jewel! What's up?" Crystal asked.
	"The sky!" Jewel joked.
	Her grin looked like the Cheshire Cat. We all laughed heartily at her jolly joke.
	"Knock-" Crystal was interrupted by the phone. Ring!
	"I'll get it!" I called.

Shannon
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				"Hello? This is Shannon Johnson from the Mystery SEA Kids club. How can I help you?" I requested.
	"Hello?" A woman's voice crackled, "This is Mrs. Isabel from down the street. I saw your ad in the newspaper. My daughter, Isabelle Leonordini, also known as Izzy L, has gone missing. She has been gone for a day. I am very worried." Mrs. Isabel sobbed to me.
	"Isabelle's description and where she had gone last," I told Mrs. Isabel.
	"Isabelle is 7 years old. She is very lively and she was wearing a blue, red, and white top with a pretty U.S. flag skirt. She had gone to Mocho Park with her babysitter, Nellie Goldman. Then, they both disappeared."
	"Very well. We will work on the case." I said.	I hung up the phone and turned to my friends. They were dead quiet and were staring at me. I told them the story as Jewel wrote notes.
	"I know Mrs. Isabel!" Crystal cried out suddenly, "Let's go find her!" 
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				We went to Mrs. Isabel's house and got a picture of Isabelle and Nellie together. Then we walked home.
	"Maybe we should look in the park!" Charlotte suggested.
	We got on our bikes, and rode to Mocho Park. When we got to the park, Crystal's cell phone rang a bunch of times. People all over the town were reporting missing kids.
	"What are we going to do?" I thought furiously.
	We looked in the park. The park was loud and very noisy. Little did we know that we were walking on the same footsteps of Isabelle Leonordini and Nellie Goldman. We didn't know ahead of time that Mocho Park was VERY big! We walked in pairs. Jackel Jewel explored the west side of the park with me, while Creative Crystal explored the east side of the park with Courageous Charlotte. We decided to meet only when both groups were done.

***Three hours later***
	Ring! My phone rang just as I was going to call Crystal.
	"We're done." Crystal told me glumly.
	In the background, we heard Charlotte saying, "Can you ask them if we can eat lunch?"
	I suppressed a giggle before saying, "Let's meet at the sign."

	A couple of minutes later, we found Crystal and Charlotte at the sign.
	"We found nothing," we all said at the same time.
	"Let's go eat, then meet back at this sign in an hour and a half," Jewel decided.
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			***An hour and a half later***
	"Ok!" Charlotte cleared her throat, "Let's-"
	"Look! There's is a staircase!" Jewel interrupted.
	"And muddy footsteps!" I chimed in.
	Together, as a group, we walked to the staircase, careful not to step on the mud.
	"There's a note taped up there!" Charlotte told us.
	We hurried to look at the note.

						Jewel

	We looked at the note taped there. It said, GreenOrange TeacupsOn HouseAndUmbrellasNotTiltedEggsDecoration I-SaidLemursAndNumbatDecoration. -Not&Is

	"Let's go to a house to figure it out and have more peace and quiet," Shannon said.
	This time, we went to my house and brought the note with us.
	"I don't know what it means," Charlotte said.
	Crystal and I chimed in immediately. Shannon was still staring intently at the note. Then, she snapped her fingers.

[image: ]

			

		

	
		
			***An hour and a half later***
	"Ok!" Charlotte cleared her throat, "Let's-"
	"Look! There's is a staircase!" Jewel interrupted.
	"And muddy footsteps!" I chimed in.
	Together, as a group, we walked to the staircase, careful not to step on the mud.
	"There's a note taped up there!" Charlotte told us.
	We hurried to look at the note.

						Jewel

	We looked at the note taped there. It said, GreenOrange TeacupsOn HouseAndUmbrellasNotTiltedEggsDecoration I-SaidLemursAndNumbatDecoration. -Not&Is

	"Let's go to a house to figure it out and have more peace and quiet," Shannon said.
	This time, we went to my house and brought the note with us.
	"I don't know what it means," Charlotte said.
	Crystal and I chimed in immediately. Shannon was still staring intently at the note. Then, she snapped her fingers.

[image: ]

			

		

	
		
				"I know what it says!" she said.
	"What?" We all crowded around her.
	"Well, it's a code. It says GO TO HAUNTED ISLAND -N&I," Shannon told us. "Don't you get it?"
	"Oh!" I exclaimed. "N&I stands for Nellie and Isabelle."
	"We'll meet again at 9:30 at Jewel's house tomorrow," Shannon told us.

	We headed home after a long day's work. At 10:00, before I went to sleep, I thought about the mystery. I shivered, thinking about the haunted island. Kids came back the opposite of what they were. My own friend, Kayla, had been a chatterbox. She came back from the island shy, quiet, and kept to herself.
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			                        ***9 hours later***
	*Yawn* I woke up after a good night's sleep. Immediately, memories from yesterday flowed into my mind.
	"What shall I bring?" I murmured to myself after eating breakfast.
	In 30 minutes, I had a backpack filled with snacks, a water bottle, 4 ropes, tape, and a jacket, just in case. I tied my hair up in a ponytail.

	Ding Dong! The doorbell rang so loudly, my ears were still ringing minutes after it rang. I heard the door open with a Creak! and knew that Charlotte and Shannon were here when I smelt lavender perfume. When everyone was present, Shannon started the meeting.
	"Okay girls, we are going to the haunted island," Shannon told us.
	"Please Shannon, " pleaded Crystal, "Can we p-l-ease not go to that place? NO! NO! NO!"
	"We have to!" Shannon responded firmly, "It's our job!"
	"Come on, Crystal," coaxed Charlotte.
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				As we continued to coax Crystal, two big, fat, and hairy men were heading to the haunted island.
	"Those whatever their names girls will never find us," laughed the biggest.
	"Yeah!" agreed the other.

	We finally got Crystal to come with us.
	"I got my cousin to lend us a boat," Charlotte told us.
	"Mom! We're going!" I called out.
	I slung my backpack over my shoulder. We biked to the ocean. As we got closer and closer, the smell of fish got stronger and stronger. We saw a lot of fishermen.
	"There!" Charlotte pointed to a medium-sized turquoise boat.
	It had 4 oars in it. We ran towards the boat.
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				"Got your phones?" Shannon asked.
	"Check!"
	"Plan?"
	"Check!"
	"Okay, let's go!" Shannon shouted.
	We rowed towards the haunted island. Little did we know that the KIDNAPPERS were at the island. At first, we laughed and chatted. We grew quieter as we neared the island. We got off the boat and creeped to the island.
	"Crystal, you go with Charlotte! I will go with Jewel." Shannon whispered bossily. 

	Crystal and I tiptoed around the island. We heard leaves rustling and someone broke out of the bush to Crystal's left. 
	"Ahh!" Crystal screamed. 
	A hand clamped over her mouth. Then we realized the people were just Shannon and Jewel. 
	"Do you want to be heard?" Shannon's voice muttered. "Come along, we found something."
	We followed them and peeked into a small opening. We saw two big and burly men with hair growing all over their face. They were about 5 and a half feet tall. 
	"Those tiny girls will NEVER find us or the children, Ben!" the first man sneered. 
	They laughed loudly at us, even though we were super close to them.
	"Come on! Let's go to the cave!" the second one told the other.
	Quietly, they climbed into their motor boat and sped off to a cave that I hadn't noticed before. Shannon motioned for us to follow them. We got into our boat and silently followed them.

Charlotte


			

		

	
		
				"Got your phones?" Shannon asked.
	"Check!"
	"Plan?"
	"Check!"
	"Okay, let's go!" Shannon shouted.
	We rowed towards the haunted island. Little did we know that the KIDNAPPERS were at the island. At first, we laughed and chatted. We grew quieter as we neared the island. We got off the boat and creeped to the island.
	"Crystal, you go with Charlotte! I will go with Jewel." Shannon whispered bossily. 

	Crystal and I tiptoed around the island. We heard leaves rustling and someone broke out of the bush to Crystal's left. 
	"Ahh!" Crystal screamed. 
	A hand clamped over her mouth. Then we realized the people were just Shannon and Jewel. 
	"Do you want to be heard?" Shannon's voice muttered. "Come along, we found something."
	We followed them and peeked into a small opening. We saw two big and burly men with hair growing all over their face. They were about 5 and a half feet tall. 
	"Those tiny girls will NEVER find us or the children, Ben!" the first man sneered. 
	They laughed loudly at us, even though we were super close to them.
	"Come on! Let's go to the cave!" the second one told the other.
	Quietly, they climbed into their motor boat and sped off to a cave that I hadn't noticed before. Shannon motioned for us to follow them. We got into our boat and silently followed them.

Charlotte


			

		

	
		
			Jewel

	We got into an icy cave. I slowly and silently put on my jacket. We saw kids in cages, their faces showing that they were terrified.
	"Okay. Let's go for Plan A," mumbled Shannon.
	Charlotte and Shannon distracted the kidnappers by diving into the ocean. Splash! The water splashed all over Ben and his friend. A few seconds later, Charlotte and Shannon came out of the water.
	"Oh! What a nice cave!" Charlotte said.
	Charlotte and Shannon started up a conversation with the kidnappers. I forgot about what I had to do and stared at them. Suddenly, there was a tap on my shoulder and Crystal pointed to two keys on the table. We used body language to show that we were going to help the kids. 
	"A-are you sure?" a little girl that fit the description of Isabel stuttered quietly while the kidnappers were laughing, "A-are you s-sure Hic  that y-you are going to Hic s-save m-me?"
	We nodded. Crystal and I took the keys and set about, freeing the kids.
	"Thank-" a little boy started to say. 
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				I put a finger to my lips. Then, I pulled out two ropes. The kids tied 1 rope around my wrist. Then, they tied the other around an older girl who had the name tag, Nellie. We put duct tape on the other side that wasn't tied. Nellie and I ran in circles until the big guys were tied up. Then, Charlotte whipped out her cell phone and called the police. A few minutes later, the police came into the cave and loaded the kidnappers onto the deck, then brought the kids back. We followed them in Shannon and Charlotte's cousin's boat. When we got back, a large crowd was waiting for us. The kids dashed to their parents. Our mayor, Allison McKay, was in front of the crowd. 
	

The narrator 

	"Thank you girls for saving these kids. We know your fee of $5.00 a case, but we award you $1000 each for helping the community. We also award you this!" The mayor brought out 4 trophies that had our names on them.
	"As for these guys," the mayor continued, glaring at the kidnappers, "They will serve at least 10 years in jail!"
	The crowd cheered. The four girls shared a high five.

THE END!

(Or is it?)
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				My name is Rheanne. I am in 4th grade and I am 9 years old. I live in Pleasanton, California with my cute, younger sister and my parents. I am caring and nice. My closest friends think I am really smart and polite. In my free time, I love to read, type mysteries and sing. I like playing tetherball, basketball, and swimming. I can play, River flows in You and A Million Dreams on the piano. My favorite animals are puppies and kittens. I write really long stories and it is rad for me to write short stories. Overall, I am really nice.
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