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			One sunny afternoon, there was a girl named Diana. She had black hair with brown tips. She also had brown eyes and a birthmark shaped like a horse. Diana loved horses. “Dad, can we go to the ranch and buy a horse?” Diana asked. “Yes, we’ll go tomorrow.” Dad replied. The next day, Diana and her dad went to the ranch. Diana saw a beautiful horse. The horse was brown with grey hair. It’s two front hooves were black and brown and the black hooves were grey. The horse went to Diana. The man, named Phillip who was selling the horse said the horse’s name was Derby. 

“Dad can we get Derby? He is really pretty.’’she beamed. ‘’Yes.’’ Dad replied calmly. Dad owned a ranch. It was red with horse stalls. They took Derby to their ranch. Diana wanted to ride Derby but Diana didn’t have a lead rupe, saddle, saddle pad, girth, and reign. Diana and her dad went to the horse supply store to get items for Derby.

[image: ]

			

		

	
		
			One sunny afternoon, there was a girl named Diana. She had black hair with brown tips. She also had brown eyes and a birthmark shaped like a horse. Diana loved horses. “Dad, can we go to the ranch and buy a horse?” Diana asked. “Yes, we’ll go tomorrow.” Dad replied. The next day, Diana and her dad went to the ranch. Diana saw a beautiful horse. The horse was brown with grey hair. It’s two front hooves were black and brown and the black hooves were grey. The horse went to Diana. The man, named Phillip who was selling the horse said the horse’s name was Derby. 

“Dad can we get Derby? He is really pretty.’’she beamed. ‘’Yes.’’ Dad replied calmly. Dad owned a ranch. It was red with horse stalls. They took Derby to their ranch. Diana wanted to ride Derby but Diana didn’t have a lead rupe, saddle, saddle pad, girth, and reign. Diana and her dad went to the horse supply store to get items for Derby.

[image: ]

			

		

	
		
			Diana bought everything she needed and returned back to the ranch  to take Derby out. Diana saddled Derby and she put on his reigns and hopped onto Derby. Diana and her dad went on to ride their horses. Dad was riding Idin. Idin was a while horse with grey spots. On the trail, their dog Choco followed. He was a white German Shepherd. On the trail they ran into people jogging and they didn’t want to deal with the horses on the trail. A lady and her family were annoyed. ‘’Get your hands away from me!” The lady shouted. Horses don’t like loud noises and were spooked by the yelling. “Woah, woah, it’s okay Derby.” Diana quaked. 

After the trail ride, they arrived back home. Diana got off of Derby and saddled him. She brought him to the horse stall. Diana went inside and ate salad for dinner and then went to sleep. The next day, Diana entered the horse stall to check on Derby and realized he was gone. She ran back inside with the bad news. “Dad quick, I forgot to close Derby’s stall and someone stole him.” I cried. “Oh my gosh, we better start looking for him!” Dad shouted. “Come on, get coco and start looking and I’ll get Idin.” Dad said. Coco was another horse we had. She was light brown with white stripes. Idin was a white horse with grey spots. “Let’s print out posters of Derby to post all over town.” Dad said anxiously. 
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			Diana and dad looked for Derby for five hours everyday. They even posted information with a $2000 reward online and no one knew where he was. They kept on searching until one day farther away on another ranch that they’ve never seen before. They saw a horse that looked like Derby but they were not sure. “Is that Derby?” Diana asked. “No, that can’t be Derby.” She answered under her breath. “No, that is Derby, come on!” Dad shouted in a hurry. “Oh you guys, what are you doing here?” A man said. We realized it was Phillip, the same man we bought Derby from. “We are looking for our horse.” Diana hissed. “Which one?” Phillip asked. “Derby.” Diana answered. “Derby....Derby is not here.” He replied. “I’m pretty sure that’s Derby.” Diana replied. “That is Charlie.” Phillip said in a sly tone. 

Diana asked Phillip if they could have lunch and he was hesitant at first but then he agreed. Diana knew that Charlie was Derby she had a plan to get Derby back. During dinner, Diana asked where the bathroom was. Phillip said, “right down the hall.” Diana went to the bathroom. She saw an exit. Diana went out the exit and it led to Derby’s stall. She texted her dad to come quick and that she was in Derby’s stall. Diana’s dad came outside. He saw Diana in Derby’s stall. She was putting on Derby’s halter. Diana took Derby out of his stall and then they rode home. Afterwards, Phillip said in his head, “Why are they taking so long?” Phillip went outside. He saw that Derby was gone. “I better start looking tomorrow.”  He grumbled. 
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			Diana and her dad ran into a wild horse. When the horse saw Diana and her dad, the horse ran away. When Diana and her dad got home, Diana took Derby to his stall. They were both exhausted and had a lot to think about. Diana went to sleep and thought about ways to protect Derby. The next day, Diana realized that going to a horse training school would help train Derby. So, Diana packed all of the things she needed. She then rode the horse to training school. She felt that the best way for Derby to be safe and avoid being stolen was to be far away while learning new skills at the training skill.
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Claire is eight years old and she is from San Francisco, California. Her favorite horses are name Boo and Takai. She really loves her cats and family. She will. Be entering the third grade this fall. Claire hopes you enjoyed reading her story.
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