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	Listen, I'm not a fancy mermaid that sings love songs. This is not an Ariel story. All of the mermaids in S.O.L. (Sea of Life) believe in Poseidon, the Greek God of Water. My name is Leah Jackson. My quadruplet sisters are Rhea, Mia and Star. 
	Anyway, I was having the best dream that our pod went to the Amazon. That can't happen because we are royals. My sisters and I are all sixteen. 
     "Morning!" said the shrill voice of our maid, Uma. 
     I swam to my dressing table and brushed my golden hair. 
     "Hey Leah!" Rhea said.
	"Wanna wear the same tails and make Mom think I'm you and your me?"
	"No thanks," I said. 
	"Then want to go to the bottom of the ocean?" she asked.
	"For the millionth time, No!" I yelled. 
	
	      

	"Sheesh. Your acting like you aren't only one minute older than me." 
	"Yeah, thanks for not rubbing it in," Rhea said sarcastically. 
	"Just because I'm only fifteen seconds older doesn't mean I'm not smart!" said Mia.
	"Why do I have to be the youngest?" Star whined. 
	"Come on before we're late for school!" Mia said. We swam to A.I.W. (Adventures in Water) and sat at our desks. So, our colored tails can be taken of to reveal flesh colored tails. Our shiny scales are like human's pants and dresses. Our teacher, Mr. Calorak, was starting the lesson.
	"Children!" he said.
	"We're not babies!" I yelled.
	"Mermaids and mermen!" He said.
	"Better," Mia commented.
	"Today we have a field trip to the Galapagos Forest." Mr. Calorak said. 
	The Galapagos Forest was an underwater seaweed forest next to the Island. We rode in the school bus (it swam above the ocean floor) for one hour before we reached Galapagos island. 
	"Woah!"everyone said. 
	It was so cool.
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	I'm a mermaid and I've never seen so many fish. There were fish disguised as seaweed and everything! There was also Galapagos National Park. There were roller coasters made of coral and fish trained to sing. I love singing! They sang songs from The Little Mermaid (What? We like human songs too!) and a lot of other underwater musicals. I bought coral sticks (not real coral, just snacks) and sour seaweed (it's like sour gummy worms).

	I went on the Shark Scream, where you're in a cart shaped like a fish and you fall down a horrifying tunnel that looks like a shark's digestive system. I hope you're not reading this while eating lunch. You come out of the 'shark's' backside and come in in through the shark's mouth. The teeth are stalagmites and more rock. I also went on on the Downside Up, where you're thrown into the air and go upside down about five times on that ride. I went on many more rides.

	We stayed there for six hours in total and then went back on the bus. My favorite sweet was floating dots. It's like human Dippin' Dots, but more water and it's floating above your cup.
I was practically screaming because of the Sugar Rush I got. "Uuuugh!" Rhea said. "BE QUIET!"
	"Sheesh."I said as my Sugar Rush ended. We went back home. "Orodo, I told you!" My mom said. 
	She was interrupted by Mia."Hi Mom! Hi Dad!" she said. "One minute girls." Dad said. 
"Oadia!" We went to our room while Star eavesdropped on our parents.
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				I got ready for bed. I put on my night tail and night bikini and checked on Star. She wasn't in the kitchen, where we last saw her eavesdropping. 
	"Oh well." I muttered under my breath. "Another mermaid bites the dust." I finally found her in the Coral Reef. She was pale. "What's wrong?" I asked. 
	She replied, "The humans are coming.

CHAPTER TWO


THE PORTAL
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	"SO humans know we exit and are out to get us." Rhea said. "So what?"
	"So what? SO WHAT!!"Mia yelled. I ignored Mia and Rhea's endless bickering and looked at Star. She still wasn't talking. I was worried. Any merperson who was the reason humans found us would be banished or even enslaved by my parents.
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				That's when I saw Rhea swimming down. "What are you doing?" I asked her. "I wan't to go down, so I will." She said sassily. She glided down, leaving me alone and scared. "Down like Abyssopelagic Zone down!?" I yelled at her. 
	"The what zone?" she asked. "Your a nerd!" During that very informative time, I noticed a very important detail; Rhea was a lot sassier than before. By the time I convinced her not to go down, I realized we were already at the the bottom of the ocean. Suddenly from the the misty darkness bellow, dark green coils grabbed Rhea like an octopus would. She screamed as it pulled her down. 

	"Rhea!" I cried. I grabbed her arms before she disappeared completely. The coils that held her released, and she fell into my arms. "How dare you!" I screamed at the darkness bellow.
"How dare you try to hurt my sister!" I hugged her as tight as I could. "I love you Lhea." Rhea weeped. 
	"I love you too." I told her. "Now I'm going to go to Mom and request you be grounded for two millennia." She swam up just as Mia swam down.
	 "Come," she said. "Your going to want to hear this."

	"Girls," Mom said nervously. "We have something to give you." She handed me a red felt box. It was wet (obviously) and beautiful. I opened it and was engulfed in light. It was a a pearl necklace. Dad placed it around my neck. "This necklace allows you to become a human when you step out of water. It also lets you go to the Mystic Island when you say, "Mystic Island." Same with any other place." he said. Suddenly sharp loops of metal (in human terms anchor. Such a silly name) crashed through the roof. More fell through "Quickly!" Dad boomed. "In the portal!" 
	"What portal!"Mia yelled. A rope tried to take hold of Mom. She pushed it away.
	"This one!" he yelled. "Leah!"          
	I quickly shouted, "Mystic Island!"
Suddenly a dark purple, swirling portal appeared. I saw unicorns, fairies and... mermaids!
"Jump through!"Mom yelled. We jumped in just as a giant clump of coral fell on Mom and Dad.
	"Mom! Dad!" Star shrieked. Great time to start talking, genius. The portal closed. 
"NO!" Rhea yelled. She clawed nothing. She searched for a portal. I was about to grab my necklace when Mia grabbed my arm. 
	"It's to dangerous." She whispered. A tear rolled down her cheek. "Shhhhh," I told her quietly.
"It's going to be OK." 
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All of a sudden, a giant shadow approached us. "Sorry!" It said. The shadow shrank until it was our size. 

It was a fairy. "Hi." She said. She had wavy brown hair, a purple tank top, purple pants and a balloon necklace. "That must not feel good."she said. I looked down and realized I wasn't in water. I could not breathe. The world went dark. I woke up in a riverbed. "You OK?" a voice said. 
I looked up and saw the fairy that reminded us that we we were out of water. "Yeah...wait, where are my sisters?" I looked everywhere but I didn't see them anywhere. 
	"It's OK." The fairy said. "They're at the meadow."

	"By the way, my name is Evie." She said. She told me I would become a human if I knew I was on land. I pulled myself onto the creek and I became a human. I breathed and everything. As any brave human would do, I shouted,"Look over there!"and jumped into the water. Of course, she pulled me back up. After many trials and errors, We fell over laughing on the lush green grass. 
"Hey, what's you're name?" She asked.
	"My name's Leah."I told her. "Oh No! I got to to see my sisters." I grew my legs and ran.
yes, I ran. With feet. Evie showed me the way and I found my three sisters. "Mia! Rhea! Star!"I yelled. "Are you OK?" 
	"Yeah!" Rhea said. "It turns out, since we have the same DNA, we can also grow legs, just we can't teleport." "Evie, these are my sisters." I said. "Girls, this is Evie."
"Hi." she said. 
	"Hi." my sisters said together. "Where are we?" Star said. 
	"We" Evie said. "Are in the Mystic Island."
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				Thirty minutes later, Evie and her ten year old brother, Jonah had shown us the entire island. "This is the best part." Jonah said. "The Unicorn Meadow." I saw white unicorns with blue manes and and blue unicorns with white manes! I saw pink, purple and so munch more. A particular unicorn seemed to like me. "She's a girl." Evie said. She was white and had a sparkly pink mane. She had a picture of stars on her side. 
	"Free." I said." I said. "Your name is Free." She followed me everywhere. Even in the forest, where the centaurs were, and centaurs are a unicorn's greatest enemy. We showed the fairies, elves and centaurs how to swim. It was so hard, by the time they learned to doggy paddle, it was sunset. Esma, Evie's mom, let us sleep the night in a dome shaped tree house made of sticks and leaves the size of jumbo elephant plushy toy. Our pillows were cotton (not pillows, plain cotton straight from cotton plants) and our blankets were giant leaves. I woke to a rainy day. 
they gave us an umbrella made of a giant stick and a giant leaf (dude, what is their deal with leaves).


 	I was so tired I slept the whole day. The next day it was sunny. I realized it was time for us to go to the human world. I woke up my sisters. It didn't go well. Mia threatened me with the horrible threat of using my toothbrush. Rhea got up and attacked me. Star got her hammer and started smashing everything in her sight. The event of waking up my sisters resulted to the destruction of the treehouse. "Are you crazy?" Star commented. "Have you tried Esma's cookies?" 
	"I-" Mia stammered. "I-I think Leah is right." Everyone gasped. No-one had ever seen Mia agree with me. Mia and Star held hands with me while Rhea held hands with Star.
I said, "S.O.L." and in a bolt of light, we were home. Everything was destroyed. My palace was now a lump of coral. The city was deserted. The Coral Reef was a bunch of colors molded together. The fish seemed to cry. And most of all, my heart was broken. The home I grew up in, where I learned to swim, to dance, to live, was gone. 
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				I was mad. I gripped my sister's hands as hard as I could. I lost everything. I could not lose them. We swam to the surface and became humans. I let go of their hands and ran. Then I cried. I cried out the pain, the sorrow, the hurt. "Shhhhhh," said a voice. It sounded like my mother's. I looked up and saw her. "MOM!"I screamed at the top of my lungs.
	"MOM!" I screamed again.
	"Leah, you better get to school," she said. My beautiful mother stepped back and dissolved into dust, as I realized she wasn't real. 
	"Well, that was dramatic," a voice said. I looked back and I saw a boy my age. 
	"Hi," He said. 
	"Hi," I said. There was an awkward pause. 
	"I'm a mermaid too, you know..." He said. Something about him was familiar.
	"My name's Jason..."
	"OMG! Jason!" I yelled. I threw myself into his arms. Jason was my boyfriend until he moved to the Southern Ocean. "Where were you all these years?" I asked him.
	"I've been living on land." He said.

	"The queen game me the power to be human when I touch land and mermaid when I touch water." He said. His smile faded. "I'm sorry about her." he said.  I didn't respond. I looked away. 
Jason's sweet smile reappeared. 
	"Now where are you're sisters?" He exclaimed. 
	He met my sisters again. He showed us around the city. We were going to live with Jason the next few days. We also met Audrey. Audrey was rude, beautiful, rude, rich, rude, and rude.
 Our first impression did not go very well. She scanned us over and then finally asked, "What are you wearing?" I looked down and realized my bikini transformed into a mixed light pink and light blue. My colorful tail transformed into a mixed dark purple and dark blue tank top.
	"I dunno." I replied. "Ugh." She said sassily. She sashayed away. I hate when glamorous bullies sashay. The next day was Monday. Jason helped Mia, Rhea, Star, Evie and me get ready for our first day of school. We were in High School. I found even more things to loathe about Audrey. 
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				That day was a field trip. "Scientists have found evidence that mermaids are real!" Mrs. Mali said in her British accent. She wore a brown bun and a strict face, but was actually very nice. "We are going on a fishing trip at Santa Cruz Lake today. Any mermaids you find our yours." She said. 
 	My face turned pale. They acted like mermaids were objects for their enjoyment. On the bus, me, Evie and Jason sat together. When we got there, it was normal. Suddenly, a giant creature arose from the water. 
	It was Uma, my former maid. "DESTROY THE MERPEOPLE!" Her thunderous voice boomed.  
	"So it was you." I said. I felt the power rising in me. "You told the people!" And so I grew. Water shot from my hands. I hurt the people who hurt my family. I took my necklace and yelled,






"FROM THE POWER OF THE SEVEN SEAS I WILL REGAIN WHAT YOU STOLE FROM ME!
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Amaira B. loves writing stories. She has written three unpublished stories in one series called The Magic Bracelets. Amaira B. is nine years old. She loves playing Charades. She is Indian but has never been to India. She got this idea from her writing teacher, who said, "swimming pool," which gave her the idea of a mermaid.
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          SNEAK PEAK OF NEXT BOOK!

  CHAPTER ONE     Being Free


	It's been a while since I've had some free time. Five years ago, I found out humans knew we were not myths. They acted like we were objects and destroyed my palace, along with my parents. My boyfriend is Jason and my best friends are my quadruplets sisters, Mia, Rhea and Star. I'm the eldest by one minute, so I got the family heirloom. Anyway, my fairy friend Evie was teaching her baby how to fly (fairies give birth early) and I was at collage. "Yes, Leah." Mrs. Malia, our teacher, said. "The answer is one point two seconds!" 
	"Don't yell, and yes, you are correct." She said in her Russian accent. We were working on marine biology, which everybody loved. Even Audrey, the meanest girl in the school. I met her on my adventure.
	"I was about to say that!" She whined.
	"Your always about to say that!" I commented.
	"Stop whining, Seaweedbrain!" She teased. Everyone knew mermaids were real and it was actually common for mermaids to enroll in human schools.
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