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ATTACK OF THE SUN

By Gautam K.


			

		

	
		
			      “Wanna hang at my place?” Jason asked. Jason was talking to his friend after school. 

      “I can’t, have soccer. You know, you should join next season,” his friend replied.

      “Nah, not that interesting to me,” Jason responded.

      So he walked back home, feeling the gentle breeze softly nudging him towards his house. When Jason finally reached his destination, he knocked on the door because his dad was supposed to be home, but… no response. He turned the knob. The door was open. As he walked in, all he heard was silence. “Dad? You there?” he called out. Nothing. He pulled out his phone and called his dad. His voicemail came up, “Sorry, but I am not available right now.”
      Jason was getting worried. ‘Just stay calm, they are probably coming home any second now,’ he thought to reassure himself. He walked to his room to get started on his homework.

***

      RING RING! Jason’s dad, Dr. Barns heard his phone ring. He sighed. His son had called, but he was strictly forbidden from answering any phone calls outside of work. He turned off his phone and started typing on his computer again.
      RING RING RING! His phone started ringing again. He took a glance at it. This time, it was his friend Dr. Shim, who was an astronomer.
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			      Dr. Barns picked it up.
“Barns, we’ve got a problem,” Dr. Shim stuttered. “A big, big problem.”

      “Yeah, what is it?” Dr. Barns replied. 

      “Well, you see…” the astronomer began. “The sun… is moving. Moving out of its place in the solar system. An asteroid has struck the sun, and threatens to cause a heat wave. I can even show you if you can come to my office.” Dr. Shiv was very serious.

      Dr. Barns agreed and set his phone down. ‘This better not be a joke,’ he thought to himself.

Dr. Barns arrived at Dr. Shiv’s office in 5 minutes flat. 

“Here, look,” Dr. Shiv requested as he pointed at his huge projection on the wall. On the screen was a black image of the solar system showing a meteor getting swallowed by the sun. “And if you look closer…” he continued. Dr. Shim zoomed in on the sun.

“It’s moving! Uh oh… What direction is it going in?” Dr. Barns asked frightfully.


“Let me check it out,” Dr. Shiv replied. He typed on his computer and many neon green numbers came up on the screen. “Looks like the sun is heading toward… it’s going in a spiral!” He took a breath.

“The first planet it is going to hit is Mercury!” Dr. Barns exclaimed.

“Obviously,” Dr. Shiv responded.

“We’re going to need to take some immediate action. Time to call in the big guns.” Dr. Barns took out his phone and called his friend, a military officer, for help.
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			      Lieutenant Benjamin’s phone rang. “Hello?” he answered.

      A voice responded, “This is Dr. Barns. I have something very, very important but also quite unbelievable. I’m gonna say this bluntly. The sun’s moving.”

      “Wait what?” Lt. Benjamin uttered.

      “Yes, I told you— it’s unbelievable,” Dr. Barns spoke. “And I know you have friends in high places, so I need you to help me here.”


      Lt. Benjamin was shocked. “What’ll we do?” he stammered. 

Dr. Barns did not answer, but replied, “The first planet it’ll hit is Mercury, and we need to get away fast. But how?” 

The general thought thought for a moment and countered, “What if we just put enough thrusters to move the earth?” 
      
      “You must be joking,” Dr. Barns shouted. “Not only will that use so much electricity, it’ll take too long and by the time we’re done, Earth will be destroyed!”

      “The electricity problem can be fixed. There’s a new incredibly strong power generator, but it’s a ‘secret’ tool only meant for government use. But this is the fate of the world, so they must agree for us to use it after all,” Lt. Benjamin replied. “I could go to jail just for telling you about the generator, so you can’t tell anyone, ok?”
      
      “You can trust me,” Dr. Barns responded. 
      
      “Ok, I’ll call the government, bye.”
      
      “Bye.” 
Lt. Benjamin dropped the phone and set off to work. 
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			Jason finished his homework and decided to call his mom. His mom immediately answered, “Hey honey!” His mom, also a doctor, was excited to talk. She continued talking, “Jason, I’m sorry but I can’t come home right now. Your father called me and…we have a problem at work.”

“What is the problem?” Jason asked. 
“I’m sorry, it’s something I can’t tell you, but you’ll find out soon anyways,” she responded. 

Jason sighed defeatedly. “Ok,” he muttered. The call ended. A few minutes later, an emergency notification started buzzing on his phone. 

!TAKE COVER! !MERCURY PLANET EXPLOSION POSSIBLY IMMINENT!! 

Jason couldn’t believe it. Was this what his mom was talking about? Whatever the answer was, he had to take cover anyways. 

He locked all the doors and went down into the basement. He grabbed his Nintendo switch so he wouldn’t be bored. 

Meanwhile at Dr. Shim’s office, Dr. Barns and Dr. Shim were looking through the telescope. 


***
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“This isn’t going to be like it’s raining pebbles, but just slightly hotter. No, meteors crash down on Earth and heat to between 120-140 degrees Fahrenheit. Right now, it’s going to hit North America, but as the Earth turns, countries around the earth will get hit,” Dr. Shim said. 

Dr. Barns responded, “We need to move the earth.”

“Are you crazy?” Dr. Shim shouted.

“I know how, but I can’t tell you,” Barns told him. 

“Fine. You do what you do, but I don’t think we’re going to get saved.” the astronomer folded.

The lieutenant walked to his meeting. He checked his watch, he was five minutes late. He sped up his pace, reached the door, and walked inside. His boss, Colonel Shells said, “You’re late.”
He responded, “I know, I’m sorry. But I have something important to tell you.” Lt. Benjamin spoke about the plan. 

Jason was still in the basement. His device ran out of battery, beeped, and then turned black. “Dang it, well this is taking forever,” Jason despaired. 

“When is the crash supposed to come?” he mumbled to himself. 

The ground began to shake. Jason could hear screams and crashes on the street. He decided to go upstairs from the basement. The earthquake worsened and warped into violent tremors. It seemed as though the house itself was moving. Paintings started to fall and he could hear pebbles slamming into the roof. 

***


			

		

	
		
			
“This isn’t going to be like it’s raining pebbles, but just slightly hotter. No, meteors crash down on Earth and heat to between 120-140 degrees Fahrenheit. Right now, it’s going to hit North America, but as the Earth turns, countries around the earth will get hit,” Dr. Shim said. 

Dr. Barns responded, “We need to move the earth.”

“Are you crazy?” Dr. Shim shouted.

“I know how, but I can’t tell you,” Barns told him. 

“Fine. You do what you do, but I don’t think we’re going to get saved.” the astronomer folded.

The lieutenant walked to his meeting. He checked his watch, he was five minutes late. He sped up his pace, reached the door, and walked inside. His boss, Colonel Shells said, “You’re late.”
He responded, “I know, I’m sorry. But I have something important to tell you.” Lt. Benjamin spoke about the plan. 

Jason was still in the basement. His device ran out of battery, beeped, and then turned black. “Dang it, well this is taking forever,” Jason despaired. 

“When is the crash supposed to come?” he mumbled to himself. 

The ground began to shake. Jason could hear screams and crashes on the street. He decided to go upstairs from the basement. The earthquake worsened and warped into violent tremors. It seemed as though the house itself was moving. Paintings started to fall and he could hear pebbles slamming into the roof. 

***


			

		

	
		
			Suddenly, a huge boulder triple the size of Jason fell through the roof and landed a few feet away. “What the- I’m heading back to the basement,” Jason thought. 

He quickly dialed 911. “Hello?” Jason asked. 
“Hello, what is your emergency?” the first responder replied.

“WHAT DO YOU THINK MY EMERGENCY IS?” Jason shouted, incredulously. 

“I apologize, but we can’t help you,” the first responder said. 

“What do you mean you can’t-“ 

The police hung up. Jason frowned. 

There was a small table in the garage that Jason decided to go under. 

                                         

After the lieutenant finally finished explaining the plan with the power generator. The colonel sighed, “Since this is literally the possible end of the world, I guess you can,” the colonel agreed. “Ok, thank you so much.”

He began to get up but the earth started shake again. He immediately ran downstairs and ducked under a table. He knew what to do and what was happening. Mars was getting destroyed. 
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			Later, after the meteor crash and earthquake, he looked at the destruction. He didn’t have the time. How would he put thrusters all over Earth? It would be too late. The earth would be destroyed. And there was nothing he could do about it. 
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