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  for taking good care of me.
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			Ruby lived with her grandparents in a small house. In her last adventure with the fairies, she had almost died, so she was very surprised when her old friend Mary fluttered through her bedroom window. She had known that it was Mary because fairies names were always on their wings. “Ruby!” Mary said,”Come to the enchanted forest with me! The Queen wants to see you!”. Ruby nodded and Mary waved her wand. Nothing happened. “It might take a long time,” Mary explained. They sat and waited for a long, long, loooooong, time. Finally it appeared.

Ruby gazed at the shimmering portal. How could something so small and delicate take them to such an enchanted world? “Step into it,” Mary’s voice said, shattering the silence. Ruby took a deep breath and stepped into the portal. The light was blinding, and colors swirled around her, making her dizzy with speed. Suddenly she hit the ground. Ruby groaned and sat up.”Mary?” She said.” Mary was perched on a soft bed of moss.

She passed Ruby a blue berry. “Thanks”, Ruby popped the blue berry into her mouth. “Follow me!”, Mary led her through the forest.
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			As they emerged into the meadow Ruby squinted at the Fairy Palace. The Palace gleamed in the sunlight, the Rhinestones sparkling like jewels. As Ruby walked through the gardens, she noticed that the velvety flowers were dry and wilted. “Ah yes,” one of the fairies sighed. “ These beautiful flowers have been wilting,”. “Oh that’s terrible!” Ruby gasped. 

Mary led her into the palace, and through a big golden door. Mary told Ruby to wait, and then the went through the silver door. A few minutes later she came back with a big smile on her face. “The Queen will see you now,” Mary said. Then she led Ruby through the silver door and through a long hallway made of mother of pearl. She and Ruby walked through a door of marble. Gold and jewels were piled high in a room. And there, in the middle of the gold and jewels, Dressed in delicate silk, satin, and velvet, was the fairy Queen Caroline. 

[image: ]

			

		

	
		
			As they emerged into the meadow Ruby squinted at the Fairy Palace. The Palace gleamed in the sunlight, the Rhinestones sparkling like jewels. As Ruby walked through the gardens, she noticed that the velvety flowers were dry and wilted. “Ah yes,” one of the fairies sighed. “ These beautiful flowers have been wilting,”. “Oh that’s terrible!” Ruby gasped. 

Mary led her into the palace, and through a big golden door. Mary told Ruby to wait, and then the went through the silver door. A few minutes later she came back with a big smile on her face. “The Queen will see you now,” Mary said. Then she led Ruby through the silver door and through a long hallway made of mother of pearl. She and Ruby walked through a door of marble. Gold and jewels were piled high in a room. And there, in the middle of the gold and jewels, Dressed in delicate silk, satin, and velvet, was the fairy Queen Caroline. 

[image: ]

			

		

	
		
			She tried to smile, but Ruby could see tears glistening in her clear blue eyes. “It’s good to see you,” the Queen said in her tinkling voice. Although she tried to hide it, Ruby could hear a note of sorrow in her voice. “I’m afraid,” the Queen continued, that we bring you no good news,”

The Queen clapped her hands and fairies flew in the room, carrying cherries, tiny weels of cheese, and loaves of bread as big as your thumb.

Ruby sat and ate and the Queen told her tale. “You must seek the Magic mirror of life from the witch.” The Queen said. “Where does she live?” asked Ruby. 

“If you follow the shadow trail you will get to Creepy Grove. Pass through the grove, and you will enter the house. When you see the witch do not speak to her and she will not be able to harm you. Find the mirror and run. She will chase after you, but by using logic you will overcome her,” said the Queen, “Good luck!”. “Thank you Queen Caroline,” Ruby said.
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			“Go now child,” the Queen rose from her throne, her silver dress shimmering in the moon light. Mary led Ruby to the Shadow Trail. Suddenly they saw a glimmering silver shape heading toward them. As it got closer they saw that it was Queen Caroline.”I wanted to give you this,” The Queen handed Ruby a gleaming ring with a ruby in the middle.

“If you rub the ruby in the middle you will be invisible for five minutes.

The trees in Creepy Grove will grab at you if they see you. But by using the ring it should give you just enough time to pass,” said the Queen. “Thank you Queen Caroline,” said Ruby. And she started off the the Shadow Trail.

Before long, she saw Creepy Grove ahead of her. She pressed the ruby and ran. Her dress streamed out behind her, as she tripped over roots, her hair tangled in twigs. The full moon above her glowed with an eerie light. The forest seemed darker and scarier as she ran through the pitch Black Forest.

The wind felt colder and the forest got thicker as she ran over the crunchier leaves. her heat pounded as she reared the cottage. The forest was silent now, not a peep to be heard. Suddenly an owl’s hoot pierced through the night. Ruby shivered, despite her clock. Finally, it opened. And there, dressed in black robes and sitting on a chair by the fire, was the witch.
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			W/hat are you doing?” The witch asked. Ruby remembered the Queen’s warning and didn’t say a word. She saw the mirror of life on a wooden table and grabbed it.

“Don’t touch that!” The witch shrieked. Ruby pressed the ring again but the witch could still see her. So she ran.

With the witch close behind her, Ruby ran into the forest. The forest was a blur as she ran. She ran so fast, her feet hardly touched the ground and her hair streamed out behind her. She burst out of the forest and into the sunlight. Ruby turned around and saw that the witch was catching up to her. She wasn’t sure she could keep it up much longer. Suddenly she had an inspiring idea. Using the little strength that she had left, Ruby bent the branch of a tree back with a groan. The witch ran toward her with a triumphant gleam in her eyes. Ruby let go of the branch and it swung the witch up, up, and up and out of sight. The last thing Ruby saw was a surprised look on the witch’s face.
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			Ruby gave the mirror bock to Queen Caroline. “I don’t know how to thank you,” the Queen said. Tears glistened in her eyes as she spoke.

“You have saved the enchanted forest,” The Queen took a pinch of glittering dust from the pouch around her neck, and sprinkled it on the shimmering surface of the mirror. Suddenly, the flowers around them started to blame. The color spread across the forest, making it the lush and beautiful paradise Ruby remembered.  

The bird’s clear beautiful voices rang out through the forest. As the colors of the rainbow weaved their way into the forest, the calm sound of fluttering, hooting, and buzzing echoed through the forest. “Before you leave, we have something for you. The queen said.

Mary fluttered forward, carrying a pink velvet pouch like the Queen’s, but filled with fairy dust, instead of mirror dust.
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			“I have something for you too!” Ruby took out a BFF necklace for Mary. Mary looked delighted.

“Goodbye!” They all said. Then Ruby walked down the path back home.
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			Alyssa W. is 8 years old and going to 4th grade. She absolutely loves to make cute fairy gardens with her cousin. Ever since she was 4 years old, She loved to make up stories and write them down. Losing all track of the time, she reads and writes with all her spare time. This magical sequel to The Enchanted Forest (her first book written at AIW) is her 2nd enchanted forest book. She thinks of AIW as one of her most loved camps in the world. “Books can be treasures,” she says.
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