
		
			[image: ]
The Lost Girl by Alathea C


			

		

	
		
			Once upon a time, there lived a little girl named Lilly and her mom was named Ivy. Lilly had a stuffed animal bunny named Bun Bun who she loved.

“Let’s go for a hike,” said Lilly one fateful Friday morning. 

“Okay!”  Ivy responded. “But first, I have something to tell you…”

“Mom, what is it?” Lilly asked, worriedly.

“My name is not actually Ivy— it is Cherry,” said Ivy, or rather, Cherry.

Lilly was shocked. “Ok… but why have you lied about your name to me for my entire life?” Lilly asked. 

“It is because of a scary secret that may put you in danger.” Cherry explained. “Cherry is my real name because I am the queen of the Dark Cherry Forest. I wanted to protect you, so I did not tell.”
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			“Wow… Now what?” Lilly asked, excitedly.

Cherry turned to Lilly and said, “The Cherry Forest that I come from is in danger. An evil force will electrocute every plant and animal I three days! Our only hope is if we can retrieve the magical Crystal Apple from deep in the forest, which will grant one wish each.”

“Ok, I am fine with that,” gulped Lilly nervously. They went to sleep to be ready for the next day.

Cherry woke up first and said, “Good morning!” Lilly rose and replied, “Good morning!”

Lilly yelled, and Bun Bun woke up too. The girl took a big sniff and yelled, “Yuk! Bun Bun stinks! Bun Bun should stay here so we don’t attract any monsters.”
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			“It’s time to leave!” Cherry yelled.

“But I’m not ready yet!” Lilly whined. “Please give me five more minutes!”

“Ok,” Cherry sighed. “But only five minute! We must leave quickly!”

Five minutes later, Cherry shouted, “Are you done?”

“No yet!” Lilly shouted back.

“You said FIVE MINUTES!” Cherry boomed.

“Ok, ok!” Lilly said. “Let’s go then. Wait a minute… where is the Cherry Forest we need to go to?” Lilly asked.

Before Cherry could answer, a random stranger walked through the front door. The stranger announced his presence and said, “The Dark Cherry Forest is very hard to find. First, wander North until you smell the sweet rosy smell of cherries and see yellow cherry trees glittering in the sun.”
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			“Thank you, stranger!” Lilly and Cherry said together.

“Let us prepare for one more hour,” Cherry decided.

One hour later, Lilly and Cherry headed North on their quest. They walked for two whole days before eventually reaching the Dark Cherry Forest.

After so much walking, Lilly was exhausted. “I am so sleepy,” Lilly whined to Cherry. “I am just going to sit down by the tree.”

Cherry responded, “Do that. I need to find a hiding spot for our shelter. We need protection in case it rains.” 

Cherry left to go find a safe shelter, while Lilly laid down next to their tree.
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			10 minutes pass, and Lilly woke up. 

“Mom! Mom! Where are you?” Lilly cried out, but her mother did not respond.

Lilly started to cry.

Wait, wait wait!” Lilly suddenly cried. “I need to be brave,” she told herself. 
Lilly stood up and started walking. She walked and walked and walked, but could not find  her mom or the crystal apple.

Then, out of nowhere, Lilly tripped over a branch! CLICK! A secret door opened up in a big tree right next to her. Inside the door, there was clear, iridescent apple.
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			“Oh my gosh, this is beautiful!” Lilly gasped. “This must be the Crystal Apple we are looking for!”

Lilly picked up the apple and wished to return to her mom.

All of sudden, Lilly was standing in front of Cherry! Her mom was waiting for her! Lilly ran to her mom and gave her a big hug. 

Lilly handed Cherry the Crystal Apple. Cherry wished to save the forest, and to return home. The apple granted her wish, and the forest was saved!

They all lived happily ever after.
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			About the Author

Hi! My name is Ali and I love to do origami. I love animals, they are just so so cute. I have a dog named Bear. Bear is a yellow lab and he is so big. I am also going to 3rd grade. I hope you liked my book, bye!
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