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Crash! Elliot woke up to crash and a broken window. Just then, he felt a cat’s paw on his arm and out of his tired eyes glimpsed what appeared to be bioluminescence. He looked up to see his firefly over him and his talking pet cat. “Something’s wrong,“ Elliot in his mind said. Then, his cat gave him a newspaper that explained his friend Luther was missing. Elliot’s heart ached, and he felt extremely sad.

Elliot thought, “It’s time to find my friend myself.” Just then, Elliot heard a, “ho ho ho,” and he looked out his broken window. Sitting on a sleigh was Santa!
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			Santa gave Elliot a detective kit that could solve puzzles, and it looked like a leather briefcase. Santa also gave Elliot’s cat, Bolt, a bell, yarn, and a flashlight. He gave the firefly, Tinker, a lot of mini paper boxes. They had no idea what these presents were for, and they did not know why Santa was paying them a special visit in the summer.


After Santa had left, Elliot discussed with Bolt and Tinker to launch a rescue mission to save his friend Luther. They would find the responsible kidnapper and the gang of crooks that had organized the the kidnapping of Luther.
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After their heavy discussion, they set off to find Luther with a plan. Tinker packed some food in his paper boxes. Bolt the cat packed his soft yarn with happiness. Elliot packed all the things Santa had given them and gave Bolt his things to hold because Tinker already had his. 
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“Thank you,” meowed Bolt. “You’re welcome,” replied Elliot. They were all packed up and ready to go. They started for the Gloomy Lagoon where they encountered their first enemy. The army crocs! All at once they attacked! Bolt cornered the crocs by running yarn around the crocs. He only used 5 balls of yarn but kept wrapping until he was out of yarn! Tinker then used his bioluminescence to blind the crocs temporarily.
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			Then, they ran for their lives into a cave on the other side of the lagoon. Tinker’s bioluminescence showed them the way. Suddenly, they hit a dead end. Tinker and Bolt thought that was all there was in the cave, so they told Elliot, “It’s the end.” But, Elliot stopped them. Elliot had spotted strange writing on the wall of the cave. He took out the detective kit’s flashlight and its symbology book. The book explained cave wall drawings and had paper to copy down the clues. The writing, according to the book, was: Your friend is in the forbidden forest! 
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			“Oh no,” thought Elliot. “The Forbidden Forest can be dangerous with creatures unless the magician helps us. But, I have to risk it.” After Elliot thought for a moment, they ate the food that Tinker packed. Then they headed to the Forbidden Forest. First, they encountered the magician that had sent a Rainbow Bridge with magic spells. Before the magician would help them, they had to give him a snack.“Tinker, please offer a packet of shrimp chips and a party pack of Ruffles to the magician!“ Elliot told Tinker. The magician knew where Luther was and helped them get out of the Forbidden Forest before the creatures arrived, creatures who also had tried to eat Luther.


So, they got to walk on the Rainbow Bridge to the cursed realm. It was funny that such a beautiful bridge would take them to their next challenge. Tinker and Bolt’s lights, both bioluminescence and flashlight, attracted the Ghost Army. But it was easy to pass them because they only wanted one of their lights. The ghouls and demons were also a short battle because the Rainbow Bridge had changed the color of their lights which the army loved. Then the trio ran as they wanted to find Luther quickly. Boom! While they were running, they happily ran into their lost friend, Luther!  So, with Luther back, they headed back to where the Ghost Army was and were excited to pass them without any problems.
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			They walked on the Rainbow Bridge that the kind magician enchanted to go to Elliot’s house. Later, everyone celebrated, and Luther told them how he got kidnapped. He explained, “I was laying down on my bed. And suddenly, a bad magician transported me on a black and white bridge to the Forbidden Forest. I knew you would find me, so I made drawings on the cave on the other side of the Gloomy Lagoon. Then, I snuck back just in time to go to where I was before. Later, the Ghost Army snuck into the magician’s house and took me. They took me to the cursed realm and sent the crocodiles to eat the bad magician. The Ghost Army went to the cursed realm to hide me and demand ransom of colorful lights.” Elliot was so happy that Luther was back, and he couldn’t wait to see tomorrow’s newspaper talking about his found friend.
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			Zachary is 9 years old and is going to 4th grade. He goes by Zac. He lives in Cupertino, California. This is his first book in AIW Camp. Zac lives with his Mom, Dad, and two brothers. He likes to read Dragon Masters by Tracey West. When Zac has free time, he likes to read. He also likes to play video games. Zac hopes you enjoyed reading his book.
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