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			To my family ~ with love.
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				Boing! Hoppie hopped in excitement.
	"I've just finished pranking someone!" She exclaimed. Hoppie was clever, skillful, and selfish. She had white fur and long ears. She was 2 feet tall and 6 inches wide. She and all the other bunnies wanted the one and only green carrot in the world.
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			          Carrots, who owned the carrot and was a bunny, wouldn't  give the carrot up because he had seen bunnies insult and fight each other. Therefore, he thought all bunnies weren't mature and responsible. It would be to prove to Carrots that bunnies were worthy of the green carrot.
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         At first when Hoppie told Carrots that she really wanted the green carrot, Carrots chuckled and exclaimed, "Oh you foolish irresponsible selfish bunnies! You creatures won't get the carrot until you prove, not say to me, that you are very mature and responsible. Get it?" 
	"Got it," Hoppie muttered. She dashed away, disappointed and close to tears.
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				She went to the pond to think, but she couldn't. Suddenly, a narwhal appeared. 
	"Hi. My name is Water. How can I help you?" Water asked. She seemed interested in what Hoppie was doing. 
	Water was 9 feet tall when she stood up and she was 3 feet wide. Her skin was blue-ish gray. 
	"I need help," Hoppie breathed. Hoppie explained her situation where she wanted the green carrot.
	Water encouraged her. "If you can, would you give me some advice of how to become mature and not be selfish.
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				Hoppie would always return to the quiet pond to practice with the narwhal Water.  Hoppie performed chores to gain responsibilities. Some chores included collecting carrots to eat and water to drink. A month later, Hoppie returned to Carrot's house.
	"Why are YOU here again?" Carrots asked rudely. 
	"I thought you gave up, Hoppie!" Carrots exclaimed.
	"Well, I came here to prove that bunnies can be responsible, mature, and unselfish," Hoppie replied boldly.

	"So prove it!" Carrots answered Carrots. He gave Hoppie tests and she mastered all of them.
	"Hmmm, you are the very first bunny to pass all the tests.....That means I should give you the one and only green carrot," Carrots finished.
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			Hoppie skipped to the pond happily to show Water the green carrot. She remembered what Water had told her, "You need to work hard to get what you want. Try your best! Even through difficulty. If someone discourages you, still persevere, and continue to work hard."
Water was extremely proud of Hoppie. They became best friends forever.
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			My name is Zoie L. I am going into 4th grade this year. I was born at Stanford Hospital in California. I enjoy baking cookies, riding my bike for more than 9 miles, and playing with legos. This story was inspired by my love of bunnies. She currently lives in Belmont.
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