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				After the time of humans, things were different.  Lila was a normal dog. She went to Bone Ally Elementary School. Living like civilized people, dogs talked, played, and acted like humans had.

	Lila was a fluffy Sheepadoodle with dreams of being a softball star.  The school softball team was called the Bone Ally Slammers.  Tryouts for the team would be held in a month.   She had never made the team before because the other dogs thought she could be nothing more than a cute fluffy cheerleader.
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				It was finally the year Lila was old enough to tryout for the team. Her parents were supportive of her dreams and bought her softball gear so she could practice at home. The gear was complete with 2 bone shaped bats. 

	The next day at school Lila went to the lunch table with her sheepadoodle friends. 
“I’m going to tryout the softball team!” Lila said proudly.
“You can’t do that!”
 “Only big dogs play sports!”
   “You should tryout for cheerleading like us!”	Lila sighed as she tried to ignore her friends voices and thought convicting her friends that softball is as good as cheerleading was like trying to make a cat and a dog be friends. At home she continued to practice, even learning how to pitch. She went to bed thinking that she could do this. 
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				The day tryouts came, she was convinced that she was ready. She went to the tryout and she did great. She was probably one of the best. She hit the ball hard and played catch well. She even had a good pitching tryout! Although she felt sad when she realized that all the other dogs trying out were big dogs and the little dogs had all tried out for cheerleading. She almost decided to give up and tryout for cheerleading. A lab named Rocko changed that.
She said to Lila “ You can do his, you worked so hard!”  
Lila felt better that if they both made the team she would have a friend.

	The day when the tryout results would be posted was an exciting and nerve-racking day for Lila. But when she looked at the results on the bulletin board it said that she had made the team and she was the second best pitcher (after Rocko).
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				The bulletin board said that the first practice would be on Wednesday, tomorrow. After school she ran home to tell her parents the great news. 

“We’re so proud of you!” Lila’s parents yelled happily. 

Lila went to bed thinking that tomorrow would be an amazing day!

		After school, Lila got into her practice uniform and went to the Bone Ally softball fields. When she got there she was so exited that she jumped out of the car.
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				As she ran to the field she could make out the other dogs warming up by playing catch. Sadly, Rocko was playing with a different dog named Flame. Lila paired up with a Great Dane named Rowdy.

	Rowdy threw so hard that it nearly nocked her over. She tried to throw it back with the same amount of force but they laughed at her. Their coach told them to stop throwing and form a circle around her. She told the team that her name is Coach Ember and had them tell each other their names. Then practice began and they started to do ground ball drills. Through the rest of the day, Lila was made fun of. Even if she did something right, they would make fun of her. 
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				After practice Rocko tried to make her feel better by telling her that it was just her first practice and that she would get better. Her parents tried to do the same saying that it didn’t matter what her teammate’s thought. But she still went to bed in tears.

	Practices went like that and soon they were approaching their very first game.Rocko would be the main pitcher and Lila would be the back-up pitcher.
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				When she got to the game she found out it was against the schools rival, The Toy Ally Flash.  The Slammer’s won the coin toss and got to be home team, which meant they got to field first and hit last.

	Rocko stepped up to the pitching mound. She pitched many strikes but wasn’t as fast as she usually was. Probably because it was a very tiny turf pitching mound that seemed hard for her to push off of. So the Flash kept hitting off of her. After many home runs Coach Ember switched Rocko with Lila!
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				The Flash laughed at the idea of a Sheepadoodle pitching. But the mound that was to small for Rocko was the perfect size for Lila. She pitched strike after strike and soon they had 3 outs and got to hit.

	The Flash’s pitcher was very intense and was hard to hit off of. So they only scored 3 runs and the score for the first inning was 17-3 with the Flash winning. 
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				Lila continued to pitch strikes and they started to gain runs on the Flash. Soon they tied the game 17-17 and it was the final inning of the game. Lila pitched strikes and got 3 outs before the Flash scored any runs. 

	But the Slammer’s needed at least 1 run to win. By the time Lila was up to bat there was 2 outs and the bases were loaded. She swung at the first pitch and missed, and the next, she fouled. She had 2 strikes. She swung at the last strike and… HIT IT! It went so far that it went all the way over the fence. She hit a grand slam and got four runs. Because of Lila, the Slammer’s won the game.
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				 As her teammate’s high-fives her. Lila knew that with that hit, she had earned the respect of her teammates.  After that game Lila became a star player and her teammates were nice to her. More small dogs tried out for sports and even big dogs tried out for cheerleading. The Bone Ally Elementary school was much more fair thanks to Lila.

The End
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			About The Author

	Brittan B. Is a 10 year old girl. She goes to the Carey School. She loves dogs and playing softball. She has a little sister named Chelsie and a dog named Ollie. She was inspired to write this book because she loves dogs and playing softball. Currently she plays for the San Mateo Slammer’s softball team.
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