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				I have a dream, a big dream. I dream about it every night.
	One morning when I woke up in the bamboo forest, I thought about my dream again just like everyday. But today, I decided, I would try to make it come true. I mean if I wanted it to come true I need to try.

	I climbed up a bamboo stick and ate a few pieces for a morning snack and decided to ask my friends for ideas to become colorful. And after a good night of sleep and a yummy snack, I was ready to go.
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				First I wanted to ask Skunk because he was also black and white so he might understand more. I took a five minute walk to Skunk’s cave and looked inside.
	“Hello? Skunk? Are you in there?” I asked, Oh boy! Skunk’s cave really stunk! It was as stinky in there as a cow’s droppings!  I thought.
	“Oh, hi Bamboo!” Skunk replied.

	“What a pleasant surprise to have you here Bamboo! Do you need anything?” Skunk asked
	“Actually, yes,” I said “I need your help, do you have any ideas of how to become colorful?”
	“Oh, I’ve actually never really thought about that,” Skunk replied, “but maybe you could cover yourself in flowers?”
	“Ok, thanks for the idea!”  I yelled as I ran off to try the idea.
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				I quickly ran to a patch of flowers and rolled in it until most of me was covered in pink, purple, and yellow flowers.
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			I stood up and looked at myself. I was happy with the results, but after a few seconds the flowers fell off. That idea had failed. 

But I still had more friends to ask so I started to Red Panda’s tree. I walked along the bamboo forest until I saw the red pandas’ trees. I came up to one tree and Red Panda jumped out of it. 
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			“Oh, nice to see you again, Bamboo!” Red Panda answered. “But you also smell like flowers.”
“Nice to see you too, Red Panda. And I know I smell like flowers, but anyway, I need your help,” I replied. 
“Oh? What do you need help with?” Red Panda asked, confused. 
“Well, I have a dream of being colorful,” I explained. “Do you have any ideas of how to be colorful without it falling off?”
“Why I actually do have an idea. Why don’t you paint yourself, Bamboo!” Red Panda suggested. 
“Wow, that’s a really good idea!” I exclaimed. 

I ran off as fast as the speed of light to go paint myself. I got home and started splashing buckets of paint on myself. After a few minutes, I was done and looked as colorful as a parrot! 
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			I was very happy, but it was a hot day, so I decided to celebrate by going swimming at the lake. When I got to the lake, I dived in and looked at my wonderful colors proudly. 

But that’s when I realized that the water had washed the paint off! 

I was very sad, but I could ask flamingo for help! 
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			I went home, dried myself, and started off to flamingo and her friends’ pool houses. When I arrived, I was greeted by flamingo standing on one leg in the shallow pool. 

“Why hello, Bamboo. What brings you to our little village?” Flamingo asked. 
“I need your help.”
“With what?”
“I want to be colorful. Do you have any ideas?” I questioned. 

“Well, I can tell you how we became colorful. You know, we were not born colorful,” Flamingo explained. We were born grey. We got our color from our food. We eat shrimp which is pink and that’s what gives us our colors.”
“I’ll try that, Flamingo, thank you!” I said and I raced back home. 
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			I thought about what color I wanted and decided with orange. I went outside to pick oranges from three orange trees. 

Then I went home and ate them all. The results were unexpected, instead of turning orange, my tummy got a huge stomachache, it felt like bulls charging around my belly. Oh well. It’s quite obvious that didn’t work. 
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			After that fail, I was starting to lose hope but there was still one more visit. I was just going to ask the wise old tortoise. To reach Tortoise, I needed to travel to the north side of the bamboo forest. 

After a little bit, I reached the destination and saw Tortoise resting on a rock surrounded by bamboo. 
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“Hello, Bamboo, I have already heard about your problems and I have some advice for you. Just be yourself. You are perfect just the way you are,” Tortoise said. 
“Alright. I will think about your advice, thank you.” I answered, though inside I felt like I had failed, and I actually did.

On the way home, I thought about the advice Tortoise had given me and finally realized that I was perfect just the way I am and I should be proud of myself however I am and I happily skipped home and started munching on my bamboo. 
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