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			   "Hmm... how am I going to do this?" Bubblegum asked herself. Bubblegum was a half foot long cobble stone gray rat. She had soft fur, a delicate pink nose, tiny feet, and a long lilac pink tail. 

	Bubblegum had done many challenges like this one before, but this one was the hardest. She looked, again at the humongous boulder in the sunny clearing.
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				Bubblegum had an idea."I know! I can go to Caroline's house!" Caroline was  Bubblegum's best friend, and she always seemed to be able to figure out the solution for any problem. So Bubblegum looked at the sky, she could just barely see the sun peaked above the mountains far away.

	Bubblegum knew that the journey to Caroline's petite house took about 6 hours by land. She had plenty of time to rest in between adventuring.
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				So then Bubblegum grabbed her berry stash (a woven gourd) from a near by tree and a long sturdy stick that was laying on the ground. She set off due west.
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				Within the first hour, Bubblegum had a problem. There was tiny river, but it was too long to go around and the current was fast and strong. Bubble gum had no idea how to cross. She looked around for inspiration and her eyes landed on the stick. "But what can I use it for?" Bubblegum wondered out loud.
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				"I know! I can make a bridge!" she exclaimed. So she did just that. As soon as she jumped off. She heaved a sigh of relief. Bubblegum dragged her stick back onto the redwood needle covered ground, sat down, and snacked on some berries. She hoped that she didn't encounter any other problems because this one had knocked the breath out of her.	

	Bubble gum traveled on and before she knew it, Bubblegum had reached another problem. A log, as giant as a plane, was laying in the middle of the path.
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				Just then, a snake slithered up to her and said "Sssstuck, are you. I can help you get over thisssss fallen tree."
Bubble gum replied, "Okay!" However, Bubble gum knew that the snake was going to trick her and eat her. All though, there WAS one rule in the forest. If prey could tap the attacker on the head before they tried to eat them, they would be free to escape.
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				So once the snake plopped her on the other side of the log, she tapped him on the head with her big stick. Bubblegum scurried away before the snake could react.

	Finally, after a few more hours, Carolines house was finally in view. However, there was a dark, green ginormous snake. A cobra! Bubblegum realized. Blocking the way! 
"If you want to passss through, you'll have to defeat hungry  me!" his deep voice boomed. So they fought. He struck, Bubblegum dodged. It went on and on, until... the cobra got tired. His attack was slower, and she gracefully bopped him on the head. She walked away with out looking back.
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	Bubblegum rang the doorbell, and a few seconds later, she could see a flash of Caroline's silky golden fur in the window next to the door. 
"Bubblegum! I haven't seen you in months!" 
Bubblegum replied, " I missed you too!" 
"What do you need??" 
"I'll explain on the way."
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				They journeyed back to the. Boulder with no problems, except for the stream. Bubblegum, of course knew how to cross that.                         
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	Caroline, seeing the stick, suggested, "Why don't you prop the stick up against the boulder? It's half as tall as the boulder, so you could still climb half of it!" 
She was right! Why havn't I thought of that! Wondered Bubblegum.
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				Never the less, Bubblegum did what Caroline suggested. Although the climb was challenging, the satisfactory feeling of achieving her goal out weighed it. After a long, hard and tedious journey, Bubblegum had finally completed her goal of climbing the giant boulder.
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				Audrey is ten years old who loves animals and nature and looks at the SPCA's (Society of Preventing Cruelty to Animals) website daily. There was a very cute domesticated rat on it, and that was what inspired Audrey when picking a topic to write about. Her hobbies are reading, crafting, watching anime, and playing video games. Audrey's favorite color would be either black, or blue.  
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