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				It might sound weird, since I’m only twelve, but I’m actually a professional monster hunter. My parents are on a secret work trip, so with nothing to do, I joined the International Association for Monster Hunting (I.A.M.H).

There are teenagers and adults from around the world. For example, there’s Yuri from Korea, Ama from Africa, Abella from Spain, and me, Naya from India. We catch monsters from our own folktales and cultures.
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				When I woke up, I was sitting on the floor. Yuri, Nurse Zena, and Professor Monstrum were all staring at me. “Oh! Good, you’re awake!” Professor Monstrum exclaimed. 
“W-What happened?” I mumbled. 
Professor Monstrum smiled. “You see, dear, this dizzy feeling has happened to you before. Say, when you were about 5, you had this dizziness. We all tried to find the cause of it, but we failed,” Professor Monstrum explained.
“Come on, Naya, lets go talk in our dorm.” Yuri suggested.
“Sure,” I replied.  


 

One day while I was at the I.A.M.H., I decided to stroll down the Hall of Fame, admiring the awards. Suddenly, I felt really weird. The shadows around me started shifting and swirling. I heard laughter and screeching from what sounded like…everywhere. I started to sway from side to side. Just then, Yuri walked in and I managed to yell, “Yuri, get help!” Before I fell to the ground and everything turned to black.
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				In our dorm room, I told Yuri what happened before I felt dizzy. 
“Hmm…weird…” Yuri thought out loud. “I know! Let’s go hunting for a…yaksa maybe? I know you wanted to catch one! Maybe that will take your mind off things.” She suggested.
“Okay!” I replied. 
We grabbed our equipment and set of for Nightmare Woods, where the yaksa lived.

The dry leaves crunched under our feet. The tree trunks were as dark as licorice. 
“Yaksa LOVE mangos. So to lure them, you have to use them as bait. And good thing I have 5!” I told Yuri. 
“Great,” Yuri said. We gripped our equipment and waited. 
	Suddenly, I felt it. The dizziness. I swayed as I heard the sounds. The shadows swirled around me. “Yuri, I feel it!” I whispered to her. “Hold on to a tree and wait,” Yuri whispered back. I followed Yuri’s instructions and it worked. I was glad to have Yuri as my friend. 
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					Just then, 2 yaksas fell from the sky. They surrounded the mangos. Then, they started munching them furiously. “They look like yetis, with no fur, that came from the coast.” Yuri commented. 
“Ready?” I asked “Ready,” she said strongly.  “1…2…3!” We jumped out of the trees and into the clearing. We then circled the 2 yaksas. Yuri threw a strong rope net over them. The yaksas stated screeching and wailing. I secured the rope net with 4 swords. Then, Yuri opened the golden cube can capture monsters, and the 2 yaksas zoomed into the swirling vortex.

“Nice,” I exclaimed. “Oh my gosh, Naya look!” Yuri yelped, pointing to my arm. There was a big cut in my chestnut skin! 
Yuri and I ran to the I.A.M.H castle, ran up the slippery stairs, and pushed the door of the nurse’s office open. “Nurse Zena, look!” I said pointing to my arm. “Oh my, OH MY! Okay, Naya, take a seat here,” she said, gesturing to a white bed.  
As soon as I sat down, I passed out again. 
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				I woke up, still on the hospital bed. My arm was neatly wrapped in white bandages. “Guess what Naya?” I heard someone say. It was Yuri. “Don’t answer, I’ll just tell you since I’m to happy. Professor Monstrous said she  might know why you’re feeling dizzy. She thinks that it’s caused from the monsters.” 
“Really? Wow,” I acknowledged. 
“Naya, your free to go,” Nurse Zena said. 
“Thanks, Nurse Zena,”I replied. 
I was about to get up when Professor Monstrum walked in. 
“Yuri, Naya! I was looking for you. Check out what the janitor put up at the Hall of Fame. I think you will enjoy it.” She exclaimed. “Okay,” Yuri said as we walked out of the room.
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			In the Hall of Fame, Yuri and I searched for the new award. After a couple of minutes,  exclaimed, “Yuri! Over here!” 
Yuri came rushing over to me. I was pointing to a old rusty plague. It read: 

This Award Was Presented To:
Vivian Patel, Arya Patel, Jin-Hoo Kim, & Jason Kim
For Capturing The First Yaksa In History

Happiness filled my heart as I smiled a Yuri. She smiled back. I though, ‘ Yuri and I were going to be BFFs for life, and maybe, just maybe, we would get an award for the 2 yaksas we caught too!’
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			About The Author 

 Sanjana A is 10 years old. When you look into her notebooks, every page will have at least 10 drawings on the side. She can’t stop doodling! Sanjana likes mangos and boba tea, but boba tea flavored mango is more that awesome! She loves corgis, and she would give up all her money for one. Sanjana lives with her to younger siblings and parents. She is excited to go into the 5th grade and hopes you like her story!
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