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			Have you ever had a goal? I have. My name is Jackson and this is the story of what is happening now and what I hope happens in the future. It all started with the BYBA TOURNAMENT TRYOUTS.

It was a humid day perfect for baseball. I could even hear the cheerful chirping of birds that Saturday morning.
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			After warming up by playing catch, we attempted to field zipping grounders. I fielded 4/5 of them. After that we had to try to catch smashed pop flys. I caught all of them. 
Next up, hitting screaming pitches. 
And finally, pitching and catching.

I had played well, but not my best. My dad and I talked about it at my favorite restaurant, Refuge. 
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			We chatted back and forth till we finally came to the elephant in the room. 
“Do you think I made the team?” I asked my dad. 
“I dunno,” he responded, “we’ll have to find out.”

When we finally got our results, I had landed on the B team. At school the next day, my friends and I discussed our results. 
“We both made the A team,” they both casually informed me. 
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			When I got home my dad told me an interesting fact. 
“Did you know the 12U A team gets to play in the little league World Series?” he asked me. 
From then on, I vowed to make the 12U “Cooperstown” team. 

But before that, I had a whole baseball season ahead of me. We started the season poorly, losing by mercy rule our first 5 games. But I soon became a superb catcher and lead off hitter. 
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			To improve, I started lifting weights in my dad’s makeshift pandemic gym almost daily. I also practiced at our local baseball diamond and the front yard.


Fast forward to the 12U tryouts. I played my best baseball and… made the team! I kept my 10U positions (lead off hitter and catcher,) and in the first game I played just those positions. We were home that game, so we fielded first.
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			On the first pitch, the batter singled. After that, a strikeout. That was followed by a fly out. A pitch in the dirt came next with an audible plop. I blocked the pitch, picked up the ball and threw the runner out! 
“Great play Jackson,” yelled my Dad as I headed back into the dugout. This season he also became one of my coaches!

I then went up to the plate and proceeded to a 2-1 count. CRACK! I had hit a sharp line drive down the third base line. Left Field dived for it and missed it! Halfway to third, I saw my other coach waving me home. The throw was good, but I dived over the tag and was safe! 
“What a hit!” my Dad boomed. 
The final score was 1-0. We won! I knew we were off to a great season!
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			The author’s name is Jackson P. He loves to play sports. He used to have an extra thumb! He also has 2 younger brothers, and his favorite animal is a hedgehog 🦔 or an otter. 🦦 

THE END
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