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			       “Ah, what a lovely day,” said Ruby cheerfully.
 As she walked across the sunny meadow, she noticed a strange green mist out of the corner of her eye. Before long, she was cornered by it. Ruby looked around wildly for an escape, but they only one found was the Enchanted Forest. After a moment’s hesitation, she plunged into the forest. “It’s about time.” a voice hissed. Then everything went black.

              When Ruby came to, she was lying in a leaf hammock stuffed with moss. Fireflies lit the chamber, and she was wearing a nightgown rose petals. “Where…where am I?” Ruby managed to rasp. 
“In the fairy palace,” was her answer.
 “Mary?” Ruby sat up. Mary was the first fairy she had ever met. On their first adventure, they had met a ferocious dragon, who had ended up as the Queen’s royal pet.
“Yes. Come on, we’re going to see Queen Caroline,” Mary said.
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			           A couple minutes later, Ruby was dressed in a beautiful dress of light turquoise with a lovely satin ribbon, and was sitting on a human sized plush chair made specially for her in the throne room. Queen Caroline began to explain that in the future a curse had accidentally been cast on the present enchanted forest and that the only antidote was the  elixir of growth, and that she and the fairies were asking Ruby to get it. None of the fairies could get it because the only way to time travel was in a vortex and if a fairy went into the vortex, they would vanish into oblivion for the rest of eternity.

             “Will you do it?” The Queen asked.
Ruby sighed. She knew it would be dangerous, but she and Queen Caroline had for a been friends long, long time. “I’ll do it, your highness,” Ruby said to the Queen. “But what was that thing that jumped on me in the forest?”
“That,” The Queen sighed, “That was a shadow mage. They are a cross between a snake and a wolf. The green mist represents how much time we have left. The closer the mist is to the forest, the less time we have to spare.” At that very moment, a dozen shadow mages burst into the throne room. “Shoo shoo,” the Queen told them, shooing them away. A burst of light erupted from her fingertips, and the shadow mages were turned into tiny fleas whom of which the Queen shooed away. “Well, time to go to the vortex!” the Queen said.
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			             A few minutes later, they arrived in a circular room. In the middle of the room, there was a circle of light. The Queen handed Ruby a pearl. “This might come in handy,” she said. “Step into the circle and wait for the vortex.” Ruby stepped into the circle and and waited. “For the sake of the Enchanted Forest, child, rise and fight,” the Queen said. And then the vortex swept her away. Thud! Ruby landed hard on a wooden floor. Thud! The vibration shook a book from it’s bookshelf, bobbing Ruby on the head. “Ow! Ruby yelled. She glared at the book-and felt all the anger go out of her. “Ancient Cursed of the Past,” It read, “How to Get Rid of an Enchanted Forest.” Ruby drew in a sharp breath. This was it.

              The spell book said that the only way to end the curse was to have Empress Ruby swim down to the bottom of the Mermaid lagoon and take the Elixir of Growth from the Mermaid Queen. “Empress Ruby,” Ruby whispered. She reached up and touched the top of her hair, which was half up in a bun. Nestled on top was a gold crown with giant diamonds. Her dress had turned into a long white gown with a golden accent. “So that’s who I’m meant to be,” she said. “An Empress.” She quickly closed the book and put it ack onto the shelf. Then she hurried out of the room and to the mermaid lagoon.
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			                 “I wish I could just be a mermaid,” Ruby said aloud to herself, once she had reached the lagoon. “Then everything would be so much simpler.” Suddenly a bright flash illuminated the cave. When it dimmed, Ruby was in the water and she had a green mermaid tail, and the pearl Queen Caroline had given her had transformed into a tiara! Ruby looked around, and she realized she could breath underwater. She swam deeper and deeper, and soon she could make out the outline of the palace. She swam under the silver arch ways, through the palace, and into the throne room. It was and elegant room, with pieces of pearls embedded into chairs. The Mermaid Queen smiled.

             “Based on your tiara, I’m guessing you’re the empress Ruby,” The Mermaid Queen said. “I am Queen Esmeralda. I’m guessing you’re here for the elixir of growth.”
 Ruby nodded, “You are correct,” she said.
“Very well,” Queen Esmeralda said, “I will trade you the elixir of growth for the tiara you wear on your head.” 
Ruby immediately nodded and the trade was made.
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			            “Now I wish I knew how to get back to the Enchanted Forest,” Ruby thought. Suddenly she was back in the Enchanted Forest. Queen Caroline’s face was glowing with happiness as she took the elixir and poured it onto her hand. Immediately the shadow mages disappeared, and so did the green mist. The forest was safe, but for how long?

The End
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