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			The previous 11 years in Evan’s life had been relatively uneventful. Especially in the cosmos that Evan watched every day through his 16 inch telescope lens. Sure, a few meteors, a couple satellites, an lunar eclipse, and a glimpse of a majestic comet. To him, that wasn’t much at all, at least compared to what his dad had seen. So nothing prepared him for what was to happen next. He didn’t know or guess it at all. He definitely did not expect anything exciting for happen on a 2 week trip to an observatory just a couple miles from Cape Town, South Africa.


But, every night, he still checked the skies for anything unusual, anything out of the blue. He did this because he wanted to be like his father, and discover something new, unexpected, and unusual. So he was looking through the eyepiece, eyeing the heavens, looking at the stars through his telescope. Then, something on the corner of his eye - a star blasted bright light-the south star in the constellation Octans. It fascinated him; but he could never guess that this star above South Pole would throw everything off balance and could turn Evan’s entire world upside down.
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			It immediately caught Evan’s attention- How could an unusual pulsing bright star behaving abnormally not stand out? It was a very unexpected discovery. Evan had no clue on why the south star, which normally did not pulse suddenly start doing so? He was pretty sure the south star wasn’t a Cepheid variable star, and even those don’t pulse so frequently and with so much light.

Could there be an unknown pulsar? Unlikely. How come no one knew; or cared? It had not shown up on any website- he checked. Did some people know and either don’t think it is important; or are they just keeping it a secret? He went to bed late that night, thinking of an explanation for what he just saw before. Tomorrow, he decided, he would go to Stella’s place. If something was wrong or different, her mom would most likely know. Plus, her mom was actually home sometimes during the day, unlike his dad. Tomorrow, he would get answers, alright . Except the answer would be one that he definitely did not expect.
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			The next morning, Evan woke up at 6:23 am. , with his golden-brown hair somehow still not messy. His father had already left for the observatory at least an hour ago. However, due to it being summer, the sun was already peeking out from the mountains in the east. The sky was tinged gold in the east, while in the west, over the vivid Atlantic Ocean lay a pale blue sky.

He ate a quick breakfast of yogurt, eggs, and bacon and set off. Stella lived only a few blocks away, and in a couple of minutes, Evan was there. He rang the doorbell. DING - DONG!!! 
“ Who is it?” 
A voice called from inside. 
“It’s me, Evan!”
“Come on in!” 
He turned the handle and the door swung open. 
“Hi Evan!” 
It was Stella. 
“Hello!” 
he called back.
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			As he went in, it was clear that an astronomer lived there. The walls were covered in equations used in astrophysics and the photos were all of different stars, galaxies, nebulas, everything in space. Some were even in the ultraviolet spectrum, the infrared, the x-ray, the radio, and the gamma ray spectrums of light. Although he saw evidence of Stella’s mom, she was no where in sight. 
“Hey Stella, where is your mom, is she at the observatory already?” 
“Upstairs, getting ready to go” 
she checked her watch. Evan peeked at the time. It was 6:51 am. 
“She’s late” 
just then, Stella’s mom descended down the stairs. “Hey Evan””Hello” he replied. “I have a question, why is the south star acting weird? I found out last night, it was pulsing, and it became so bright. Is there like a pulsar or variable star? Do you already know?

“Oh” she bit her lip. “I really need to go now, bye!” She opened the door. “Wait can you answer my question?” She sighed. What was wrong? Why couldn’t she tell him? Did she not know about it, and was just embarrassed? She took a deep breath.” Okay, I’m not supposed to tell you this, but I guess you are one of our lead astronomer’s son so I guess, it isn’t as bad as telling a stranger or anything”” What is it that is needed to be kept secret form the outside world?” “ Well, there are whole worlds that we have been completely oblivious to, some are created by our imaginations, others are universes that are completely different, where matter doesn’t obey the laws of physics. We think that an evil has escaped from one of those worlds and is now threatening ours. It most likely is what is choking the south star. But we don’t want you to worry, okay I’m sure your dad can figure something out,”But the look on her face said otherwise. Before Evan could say anything, she walked out and shut the door. “Wait! You haven’t answered all of my questions!” But it was too late. 
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			“Well, if she won’t tell me, than I will have to find out myself,””With me, too!” Stella added.”Well, let us go to the attic, it has the most unexpected information and I am sure it has some sort of clue about whatever mom was talking about,” “ We should definitely try that out,” Evan agreed. Stella lead him through three flight of stairs to a room cluttered with books and papers and globes.”Whoa, this is…. Unexpected . “”What is that!?” Evan pointed too an old oak cabinet with stars and planets and constellations engraved on it. “Oh, actually I don’t really know. When I asked mom, she said it was a gift from your grandparents,” She frowned. “it’s locked, though, and we don’t know where the key is,” She pointed to the keyhole, which had a symbol with the stars, the moon, and the sun carved around a central star.

Suddenly, Evan remembered something. He’d seen that symbol before but where? His mind flashed back to a memory of his grandparents. He guessed he was only 2 or 3 years old. Their warm and loving voices filled his head. “ Here, little astronomer, take this,”They gave him a box bearing the exact same emblem as the cabinet! He had opened the box, which held a key and an eyepiece for a telescope. He had put the eyepiece on his telescope, but he had left the key in the box, which was currently on his desk! “Hold on, Stella! I know where the key is!”
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			“Wait, what?!””Just wait, ok? I’ll get it; it’s in my room!” “Alright, go. Don’t take too long, though,””I won’t” He ran back as fast as he could to his rental house. He climbed a couple flights of stairs, unlocked the door, took both the key and the eyepiece, (Just in case) and ran back to Stella’s place, out of breath. 

“Alright, got the key!””Then let’s open that cabinet!” Evan placed the key in the keyhole, turned it and opened the door. Inside, the air smelled old, and dusty and damp, like a basement or something. Inside, there were 7 things: a telescope, a star map, a staff, a crystal globe, a world map, an old scroll made of parchment, and a book. Stella, as always, curious for knowledge, especially for older things, grabbed the scroll. She unrolled it, read it, and gasped. “H-“ Before she could finish, a blast of light ensued, and in the blink of an eye, Stella was gone. She had left nothing behind, except for the scroll. 
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			His mind was filled with questions and worries. What just happened? Why did that just happen? Is Stella okay? ‘I guess there is only one way that I know of to find out,’ He grabbed the scroll clutching the staff tight too, as he didn’t think of what could happen; it wasn’t as important. A fraction of a second later, a flash of blinding light shot out of the scroll and Evan was pulled down,                         down,                              down. When he reopened his eyes, he was in a totally different place. A place with beautiful trees swaying in the wind , an azure sky with faint wisps of clouds, mountains carpeted with plants, full of life, and a cerulean river. Right next to the river was……. “Stella!” “Evan” she yelled back .” Be careful, don’t-“ But it was too late. Evan slipped on the slippery icy ground, smashed into Stella, and they both plunged into the river.

The current swept them downstream towards what Evan assumed was some sort of ocean. Underneath the clear water, in a murky sandbank Evan thought he saw some sort of sea snake or something. However, his vision underwater was blurry, so it could have been anything. Right in front of him, he saw Stella, struggling to stay afloat. He tried to yell to her, but it was no use. She bobbed up once……….twice……………..three times and went down. He frantically searched the water for her but she was completely gone. Then he saw it. A massive serpent lunged towards him, and on one of its tentacles was Stella, struggling to free herself. It reached out one long scaly and rough arm and grabbed ahold of his leg. He tried to get it off, but it barely budged. Finally, he didn’t have the energy to resist any longer. He had one last glimpse of the surrounding areas, completely oblivious to the two people struggling to stay alive. Then, he was pulled under and everything went black. 


			

		

	
		
			His mind was filled with questions and worries. What just happened? Why did that just happen? Is Stella okay? ‘I guess there is only one way that I know of to find out,’ He grabbed the scroll clutching the staff tight too, as he didn’t think of what could happen; it wasn’t as important. A fraction of a second later, a flash of blinding light shot out of the scroll and Evan was pulled down,                         down,                              down. When he reopened his eyes, he was in a totally different place. A place with beautiful trees swaying in the wind , an azure sky with faint wisps of clouds, mountains carpeted with plants, full of life, and a cerulean river. Right next to the river was……. “Stella!” “Evan” she yelled back .” Be careful, don’t-“ But it was too late. Evan slipped on the slippery icy ground, smashed into Stella, and they both plunged into the river.

The current swept them downstream towards what Evan assumed was some sort of ocean. Underneath the clear water, in a murky sandbank Evan thought he saw some sort of sea snake or something. However, his vision underwater was blurry, so it could have been anything. Right in front of him, he saw Stella, struggling to stay afloat. He tried to yell to her, but it was no use. She bobbed up once……….twice……………..three times and went down. He frantically searched the water for her but she was completely gone. Then he saw it. A massive serpent lunged towards him, and on one of its tentacles was Stella, struggling to free herself. It reached out one long scaly and rough arm and grabbed ahold of his leg. He tried to get it off, but it barely budged. Finally, he didn’t have the energy to resist any longer. He had one last glimpse of the surrounding areas, completely oblivious to the two people struggling to stay alive. Then, he was pulled under and everything went black. 


			

		

	
		
			“Hello, are you there? Can you wake up?” A voice rang in his mind. Then again….. and again….. and again. At long last, he opened his eye to the tiniest fraction expecting him to be in his room, in bed and everything was just a dream. But that was not the case. Above him was a dolphin, and beside him was Stella. “Stella, please wake up!” But she didn’t. “I’m sorry but she won’t wake up” The dolphin told him. “Stella! please wake up!” Tears were streaming now his face now. The lump in his throat seemed as big as a melon now and choked out his words. “I’m sorry,”the dolphin said again. “ There is only one way to save her now,” “What can save her?” He asked; it was his only hope. “ The scepter of the stars,” “Scepter? Like the one I dropped in the water?” “You dropped the scepter in the water!?” The dolphin exclaimed. “Maybe?” “Well, if you dropped it in the water, than I can most certainly get it!””Really?!” “Of course!” He started to swim away. Oh, by the way, my name is Delphinus, the constellation.

Minutes passed. Or maybe hours. Or even days. At long last, Delphinus came back. He held the very same scepter that he had held earlier. “Here, you do it, you are the only one who can,””What!?””The scepter chose you. You are the only person who is allowed to use it,” “Alright, I will try,” Somehow he knew exactly what to do. A few agonizing moments later, Stella was back. “Where am I?” “Oh Stella,” he was crying again- only instead of sadness, it was joy. Whatever he might face next, they were ready. He had Stella back. Together, they could face anything. Even save the whole universe.
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