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			Dedicated to:
My mom and dad for supporting me, and my turtle for always being a lovable family member.
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			The warm, yummy smell of homemade pancakes drifted into my room. I usually start my day with pancakes made by my dad for breakfast. Yum! Today, without Mom, my dad and I were going to go to Woodland Zoo. I was adding honey to my pancakes as my dad explained the plan. My dad had a huge camera he would be bringing. I was incredibly excited to

see the flamingos. There were lot's of them at Woodland Zoo. Occasionally, I would spot a peacock freely roaming in the Zoo. We were going to Woodland Zoo, mainly to take spectacular photos of animals in the spotlight. I was excitedly hoping to snap a picture of a penguin in mid-air. My dad was hoping to catch a picture of a male lion in mid-roar. We didn't know yet how horribly the day would actually go...
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			My dad packed a spray can of sunscreen, his massive, shiny black camera, snacks, and drinks into his big brown backpack. He also packed an unspeakable thing... peanut butter! Horror! Afterward, my dad and I said farewell to my mom and we hopped into my dads mini grey car. On the way, we realized one of the snacks my dad had brought was a 

moldy apple so we had to stop to throw it away. A bit disgusting indeed. Then, we moved on. The horrors awaited. My dad was listening to some radio (KQED). I just sat there, having a good time and getting over-excited easily. I couldn't wait!
"I'm so excited!" I rejoiced, happily. 
As my dad parked the car, I thought over all the things that I planned to take a picture of. Today, I really hoped I'd be lucky.
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			There was a big sky blue sign that read, Woodland Zoo and a smaller green sign hanging underneath it that read, Welcome, on it. The minute my dad and I entered the Zoo, we rushed around, snapping the camera without looking. The camera barely had time to snap a picture before we moved on. When we viewed the pictures, both my dad and I were dissatisfied. Many of the pictures were blurred and the rest hardly caught the animal at all! I felt depressed.
"Should we try again?" I asked, sighing.

"Do you give up?" My dad asked.
"...no." I answered, after hesitating.
"Then we'll do it again." My dad replied, giving me a encouraging smile.
My dad and I headed toward the giraffe enclosure and I crossed my fingers the we would, for once, get a good picture. We waited. People kept coming and leaving but we stayed, sitting by a nearby bench that had a perfect view of the giraffes, hoping. Then it came, the moment we've been waiting for, two giraffes bent down at the same time. Click! My dad and I crowded around the camera, our hearts thumping quickly and getting more nervous my the millisecond. When they saw the picture, it looked as if the giraffes had made a heart. A perfect picture. For a few seconds that seemed to last forever, I felt like luck had smiled down on us.
"Let's move on." I said, feeling my spirits lifting.
Next, we went to see koalas. So adorable! Koalas weren't usually very active so we took a few shots of 
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			a sleeping koala. We also came upon a hippo, too. In sheer luck, we caught a photo of a hippo in mid-yawn. Unfortunately, my dad and I didn't see a lion in mid-roar or a penguin in mid-air, but we shot many other spectacular pictures. I liked the giraffe photo the most out of all of the photos we had taken and the koala pictures was the cutest. I told my dad I was disappointed not to see

a lion in mid-roar or a penguin in mid-air.
"It's alright," my dad replied, smiling. "The yawning hippo, for example, was amazing! Not everything goes as you want sometimes."
I nodded, suddenly feeling much better.
Before I knew it, my dad and I were driving home. I couldn't wait to show my mom! I was as excited as a starved wolf that suddenly saw food for the first time in months.
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			"I'm so proud of you guys!" My mom exclaimed, praising us. "I love the yawning hippo and koala, too!"
My dad and I grinned. The start was a epic fail, but at the end, it was a epic success!
"I can't wait for our next adventure!" I cheered.
What a day! I felt like the happiest person in the world, afterward, my dad and I printed

the pictures out and glued them into our family memory book.
"Today was really fun." I told my dad.
"I agree, " my dad answered. "Which picture did you like the most?"
"The koala and giraffe."
 My dad smiled and said, quietly like it was secret only I should know, "Good choice."


                                


The End
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			About The Author

Hi! My name is Lindsey. This is my second published book in AIW. I really enjoy writing and reading. I published another book on another website, the book is called, Lemon Melon Buddies. A few of my favorite books and book series include Percy Jackson, Warrior Cats,Wings of Fire, Harry Potter, The One and Only Ivan, A Wolf Called Wander, A Dogs Purpose, Wonder, and many many more. My favorite movies include Frozen, Inside Out, Up, Knifes Out, the 7th movie of Harry Potter, Spirit Away, Castle in the Sky, etc. I enjoy dancing and listening to music while I write or type my stories. I like to make sweet strawberry slushie that I learned on a kid-friendly newspaper. I usually write my books on Google Docs. My longest story I wrote took about a bit more than half a year. I have a pet turtle that I named Seed. I hope that one day I can get a pet dog. My favorite breed of dog is a German shepherd or a golden retriever. I also practice piano (which I sometimes enjoy a lot). I sometimes like to swim but I don't attend swim classes. I also like making other people laugh, especially my family and friends. Though most of my stories I write aren't like "super" funny, some of my stories though, I sneaked in a few jokes and sarcasm. I love the Harry Potter rides in Universal Studio and I really enjoy Sea World's cleaner fish too. I also love drawing anime people. I also really like and have fun collecting Pokémon cards. My favorite Pokémon card is probably my GX Primarina. I also love playing Mario with my dad and playing Roblox with my friends. I also enjoy playing Minecraft wether it's with my dad, friends or just by myself. Also, Woodland Zoo is a real zoo in Seattle, it was a zoo that I used to go to before I moved to CA, I thought if I wrote a short story about a daughter and her dad going to the zoo, it could be a little memory of when my dad and I were at Woodland Zoo. If their were any curious reader wondering if any of this in this book really did happen to me the answer is a definite no, I like to twist the story a bit sometimes. I hoped you enjoyed my story, and have a awesome day! 
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