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			14 year old Grace and her parents lived in a small, old house in San Francisco. Each year for Christmas and her birthday, Grace wished for nothing but a dog, and each year she became more aware that her parents couldn't afford it. But Grace was still determined to adopt one.

One foggy morning while the family was eating breakfast, Grace was so anxious she had to burst out,"Mom, Dad, you know how today's my birthday? Well, you know how I've always wanted a dog, but -" Her father cut in. "No. We've talked about that a thousand times already. One, we can't afford a dog, and two, it would be too much work to take care of." He stopped and crossed his arms. Grace glanced at her mother for defense, she shook her head and gave Grace a pity full look. She sighed. "But, I think that I'm old enough to take care of it myself." She argued back. " I'll earn my own money, somehow, to feed it and buy it's bed and leash and collar!" Her parents shook their heads again. " Fine!"Grace exclaimed and stormed to her room. She slammed the door and thought to herself, Oh, I shouldn't have done that! But they should have let me. I'm responsible enough! And I'm going to adopt a dog! Somehow..." She spent a few minutes thinking about how she could earn money, and finally settled on dog walking.
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			First, she printed out posters and pinned them all around the neighborhood. Soon, her neighbors  Ms. Gray, Mr. A, Mrs. Stacy, Mr. Bennion and Mrs. Chang had called her to walk their dogs. Each day for 2 weeks, Grace would go to their houses and take the dogs out. Then they would go to a park to play, and Grace would walk them home and get paid.


Grace stepped outside of her house to pick up the dogs and walk them. Suddenly, midway through the walk, as Grace was humming quietly to herself, a squirrel scurried across the street in front of them. The dogs immediately came to a halt. A second later, they were chasing the squirrel and they pulled the leash out of Grace's hand. She cried out in panic and when she recovered, watched the last tails disappear across the street. "No!" She yelled, running. "Come! No! Come back!" But they showed no sign. I've lost them, She thought. I've lost them and it's all my fault. 
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			But despite the problem, Grace tried looking. She searched for hours and hours but she couldn't find them. But just when she was about to give up, a bark came out behind her. She turned around and sighed with relief when she saw 5 dogs wagging their tails, their fur slightly ruffled.  
She took the dogs home and got her last payment. 

Now that she had enough money to adopt a dog, her parents and her went to a pet shelter. She chose a friendly, golden retriever and named it Lucy. As they walked home with Lucy, Grace thought, That just shows that hard work pays off.
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			My name is Riley. I wrote this book because I really like dogs and animals. I come from California and I'm Chinese.
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