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			When I say "Witchcraft", what first comes to your mind? I'll tell you what most people think. Most people think witchcraft is evil sorcery, like death spells, turning people into toads, making all your fingers disappear and other evil outcomes. But what witchcraft really is are powers that can be used for both the bad...and the good. It depends on what character you play.
          I, as a witch myself, am very offended by what humans think of us. My name is Moon. This is my story.
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			Chapter 1 - The House in the Woods

One mystical night, a mailman stood in the tall, looming shadows that belonged to the trees of the forest. He peered into his satchel. A singular letter sat inside, addressed to a house in the woods.
         "Who could be living in the woods?" the man wondered out loud. He shivered at the answer that echoed at the back of his head...a witch.
        Five ink-black crows swooped over his head and dove into the treetops. 
        No matter what could be living in that house, the mailman thought. I have mouths to feed back at home. I have a job to complete.
        He reluctantly started his hike into the woods...

Chapter 2 - The Mysterious Letter

"Oh, Moon," Mother cried. "Congratulations, my dear! Professor Aetheria Blackblood has invited you to Pearl Academy. They think you are qualified!
	OH MY STARS. "Really?" I said. "Mother, did they really say so?"	 "Of course, my little darling!" Mother exclaimed.
	"When do I go?" I asked her.
	"Tomorrow," Mother told me, glancing at a piece of paper. "Here, check out this letter the professor sent you." She handed the paper over. It read:
 	Dear young magician,
		If you are reading this you are either a family member of one who was selected to be a Pearl Academy student, or a Pearl Academy student. Pearl Academy will provide you with very much, so you won't need much supplies. You will go to the school tomorrow. We expect you bright and early.
	
	Best Regards, 
			Aetheria Blackblood
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			Chapter 4 - The School of Witchcraft

I rode at the back of the black limo. Mr Tibby was at the wheel, driving.
     "Miss Moon," Mr. Tibby beamed. "We've arrived!"
      I gazed out the window and gasped.
      Pearl Academy looked like a palace. The walls were made of marble, and the windows were framed with gold...There was a huge, wide building in the middle that curved around a fountain that was in the shape of a dancing witch. 
      My new school was epic! Teenagers that looked about my age were filing into the Academy. 
      "Oh, dear," I said, stumbling out of the car. "I think I may be late! Thank you for driving me, Mr. Tibby! Goodbye!" I rushed off to join the other students in the assembly room. The principal was making a speech. 
      "Dear students of Pearl Academy," Proffesor Blackblood exclaimed. "Last night, two more students have been involved in a mysterious disappearance. If this threat is to continue, Pearl Academy will be shut down.
       "Therefore, we must all be cautious. If you have seen a disappearance or anything that may be help to us, please report to me or my assistant, Proffesor Nyx. 

This is all for the assembly today. Thank you and stay safe." 
       I was frozen in place as the other students were chattering anxiously and exiting the assembly room. I knew what was happening. Pearl Academy was dangerous, and it may cost me my life to learn here.
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			Chapter 5 - The Tour

Witches and warlocks of all shapes and sizes chattered busily. It was so loud, I could barely hear myself think.
     “Hey!” a voice shouted at me. “Hey, are you Moon Starcatcher?”
     I looked over my shoulder and spotted a boy with red hair and freckles. He looked messy. His tie was to the side and his bangs were getting into his eyes. He had to keep brushing his bangs out of is face. 
     “Yes I am,” I said. “And am I supposed to know you?”
     “Probably not,” the boy smiled. “But you will. My name is Roz Nightfall, and Professor Blackblood has sent me to take you on a tour around school.”
      That explained it. I mean, why would a random boy from pretty much nowhere know my full name?
       For the rest of the time, Roz was nice to me and happy to answer my questions. We seemed to be making friends with each other. Maybe things won’t turn out so bad after all…
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			Chapter 6 - Into the Dorms

“And finally,” Roz chirped. “The DORMS!!!”
        We stood in front of a purple door. The door was encrusted with pearls and a star was placed in the middle. It was shining radiantly. (According to Roz, stars stood for females and moons stood for male.)
        “Here,” Roz said. “Catch!” He thrusted a room card at me and I caught it midair.
        “Thanks,” I smiled.
        “Remember,” he said. “Don’t give anyone your room card. Bye, Moon, and good luck!” 
        He whistled as he left me alone in front of the door. 

Chapter 7 - The Thumping

With the help of my room card, I navigated myself to my dorm. Surprisingly, there are 3 halls, and the one I lived in was aquarium themed. The walls were glass cases that stored fish and coral. The ceiling was a huge dome that was transparent and showed the sky beyond. The sky was dark and freckled with stars. I yawned.
      Napping for a bit wouldn’t hurt, I reasoned with myself.
      
      Thump thump thump. 
       I woke up to the sound of thumping next door. Then I heard speaking.
       Then I gasped. They weren’t speaking about the missing students, were they? I jumped out of my bed and grabbed my flashlight. It was cold in the hall, so I threw on a cloak that was hung on a hat hanger. 
       Then I heard a scream.
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			Chapter 9 - The Incident

I ran out the door as quickly and quietly as I could. Something was definitely happening. I tiptoed to the entrance of my neighbor’s room and opened the door a teeny crack. Light flooded my eyes and I squeezed them shut. It was such a shame I didn’t see anything.
       “I’m coming for you all!” an evil voice cackled. “No one can hide from me.”
        The voice chuckled in a mean way, and then there was a zapping sound. Silence.
         I opened the door a little wider. 
         Slowly and quietly, I walked in. The appearances shocked me.
         The two people were gone, and in their place was a golden key.

Chapter 10 - Wake Up

“Roz,” I whispered. “Roz, wake up. Please,” I added, as if he could hear me in his sleep and fulfill my request if I acted a little nicer. 
       Roz blinked sleepily and yawned. “Moon? What? Why the heck are you here?”
       “Sorry,” I winced.
       “Moon, it’s three in the morning,” 
       “I know, I’m sorry.” I muttered. “But take a look at this. I heard noises in the middle of the night and I went to check out what was happening. I didn’t see anything but I could swear they were talking about the disappearing students! So I just walked in but I found this key instead.”
       Roz stared at the key intently, investigating its every inch. 
       “I don’t recognize it,” Roz admitted. “But I think I know who might!”
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			Chapter 11 - Meet Nic!

Roz ran out the door and back in. Except this time, with a girl. She had pale skin, purple eyes and dark red hair that was up in a braid. White pearls were curled into her braid. She wore a dark blue night gown. 
      “Moon, meet Nicole. Nic, meet Moon.” Roz declared, puffing out his chest. 
      “Hey, Moon,” Nicole smiled. “I’m Nicole. You can call me Nic or Nikki for short.”
      “Oh,” I giggled awkwardly. “Hi…Nic.”
       I wanted to slap myself. WHAT WEIRDO JUST DOES THAT?!
       “What can I do for you?” Nicole asked.
       “We were wondering if you could identify this key…” Roz replied as I pulled the golden key out of my purse. 
       I explained the entire situation to Nicole. Throughout my speech, she nodded, her eyebrows danced and her lips twitched. Then she studied the key.
       “This key can unlock the door to the forbidden tower.” she explained.

Chapter 12 - The Forbidden Tower

“ The disappearances must have something to do with the forbidden tower.” Nicole said.
        “We should go there,” Roz suggested. “Maybe there will be important clues that will help us.” 
         “Good idea,” Nicole agreed.
          “Okay,” I said. “Where is this tower anyway?”
          “Over there,” Roz said pointing at a tall tower. The tower was different from the other buildings of Pearl Academy. It was made of jade. The top of the tower glowed faintly. The radiance seemed eerie, and suddenly I knew that was where we should investigate.
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			Chapter 13 - Oh, the Clues

“We’re here,” Roz said. “Moon, key please.”
      I tossed the key at him and he caught it. He placed the key in the keyhole and click! The door was unlocked. We stepped into the tower. Inside was a glowing green crystal that was probably the source of the eerie light.
      “The Emerald!” Nicole gasped.
      “Impossible!” Roz stammered. “I thought-I-Professor Blackblood said it was stolen!”
      Turns out, the Emerald was a magical precious crystal that Pearl Academy students found and treasured for years. It gave its owner infinite powers. But it disappeared one day. At least…they thought it disappeared.
       “Look!” I shouted, pointing at the floor. A golden locket glinted in the sun. “Professor Blakcblood’s necklace.”

Chapter 14 - The Frozen Vault

“Wait,” Nicole said. “Follow me.”
       She lead us through the hall and what we saw shocked us. Sculptures of young magicians were aligned along the wall.
	“What is this place?” Nicole wondered in awe. 
	“I dare say that was where all the missing students were hidden,” I mumbled.
	“Lauren!” Rozz sped over to s sculpture of a girl, “Lauren! Lauren was my friend who was kidnapped.”
	“But who would have a key to the forbidden tower” Nicole wondered aloud. 
	“That evil person you heard in the other room knows about this.”
	“It’s obviously-“Rozz stopped.
	“PROFESSOR BLACKBLOOD!” The three of us exclaimed.
	“Indeed,” chuckled a voice from behind us. We turned around. It was the principal. She had blonde, curly hair and a dark blue trail dress with stars stuck to it.
	“Professor!” Nicole shouted. “Wh-what are you doing here?”
	“The question is,” Professor Blackblood fumed, “what are YOU guys doing here?”
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				“What are you doing?!” Rozz snapped as the professor edged toward them. “Get away!” Rozz looked like he was about to pounce on the professor, but the principal raised her hand and Rozz was lifted high in the air. 
	“ROZZ!” Nicole screamed, “Put him down you beast!”
	I frantically looked around and saw a red button that read “security”. I slowly edged towards it and pressed it. Suddenly, an alarm sounded and people barged in, finding the treachery Professor Blackblood had done…

Chapter 14 - Caught at Last

Epilogue

With Blackblood arrested, her sister took her place as principal and the students were safe. But it wasn’t the end of the evil principal.
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