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				At that time, I didn't remember the sight of the flaming sorceress. I didn't remember running out of the house that was slowly catching on fire. I only remembered waking up on the street, screaming. My friend was shaking me awake, and looked like she was about to cry.
	"What happened?" I asked.


	There once was a girl named Alexandra, who was sometimes called Alex. She lived in a massive apartment building called Maison. From the wooden balcony of her floor, you could see rich, green, trees sprouting from the dark brown dirt of Nefaria Park. Surrounding the park, there were buildings of all different sizes and colors. 
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				Alex had many good friends, but her best friend was Ashley. Ashley went with Alex almost everywhere she went. Ashley lived on the 5th floor, and Alex lived on the 4th floor of the same apartment.

	One day, Ashley's parents were at a party and needed someone to take care of Ashley. So Alex's parents let her spend the night with them.

	That night, when Alex's parents were upstairs sleeping and the girls were watching a movie, they heard a creak upstairs.
	"What is that?" Alex inquired.
	"Probably your mom," Ashley replied lamely. " You sound as scared as a cornered rabbit."
	They heard the creaks of someone walking across the wooden panels. Then they heard a grunt, from the same spot. The girls exchanged glances. That definitely wasn't Alex's mom. 
	"Ashley," Alex whispered fiercely, " Do you feel like someone is watching us?"
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				Alex and Ashley both looked at the floor. There was a humongous shadow looming over them. Then they slowly, fearfully, looked up. A huge woman was towering over them, with a black cape billowing behind her. She had black jeans, a black belt with a gold buckle, black sweater, and scraggly hair, too. On her face, she had a horrible smirk. Then, as quickly as she came, she was enveloped in flames and was gone.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

	Alex and Ashley blinked. What just happened? 
	"Maybe we were just dreaming," Ashley stated confidently.
	"Well, I guess," Alex replied hesitantly. She wasn't really sure if the woman was real or not. She wanted to know if the person had anything to do with them. But if she told Ashley, Alex reasoned, she would make fun of her and call her crazy. 
	So, she might as well keep it to herself. 
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					Once they finished the movie they were watching, they both agreed to never mention the woman again. 
	The next night, when Ashley's parents were back. Both girls were in their beds, thinking about the person. It was an eerie, pitch-black night, the twinkling stars clearly visible against the dark sky. Not a sound was to be heard, except a hooting owl in the distance. 

	Suddenly the same woman appeared, and again, she was engulfed in flames. 
	Except this time, she spoke to Alex in a harsh voice, "It doesn't matter who you are. Though you don't know it, you're someone really special. You have the things I've always wanted. If you surrender to me you will have every thing you've ever wanted. But if you don't surrender in the time I give you your life will be much, much worse than everyone else's. So use your time wisely. Also I shall give you a specially designed to keep track of the time I give you. See you tomorrow!" 
	Then she vanished in a flash of light.
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				 She left  a small hourglass on the rug. It was the hour glass the woman was talking about! Alex plucked it up from the ground and put it on the nightstand, mesmerized. 
	Should she tell Ashley? Probably. Then Alex thought of what the woman said. She was just an ordinary girl who lived a ordinary life. Maybe her parents knew something about it. She checked the sky. It was nearly dawn!
	The following morning, she went downstairs to talk to her parents about the night before. Her parents Nicholas and Kairie, were both downstairs talking.

	"Hi mom!" Alex beamed. Her mom gaped at Alex.
	"How come you're so cheerful? inquired Kairie. Alex frowned.
	"Well," Alex began. "Last night a woman came into my room and said that I was very special. What did she mean?" 
	Alex's mom and dad shifted in their seat. 
	"So," Nicholas said, "Our family are the guardians of the spirit animals. When the next person in line turns eighteen, they become the guardian. The person you are talking about, her name is Vivien. Vivien is a sorcerer she has been tracking us for years. Each of your personal animals have thrown her off though."
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				With that being done, Kairie conjured a beautiful arctic fox. "This is your spirit animal, she shall tell you what to do." 	Then the arctic fox explained, "I am Flaria, your spirit animal. I shall tell you what to do: first, wait for Vivien to appear again. Second, make sure the pair of handcuffs I give you is ready. The handcuffs are magical, and will stop her from playing a magical trick on you. Those will help," the arctic fox disappeared.

The next night, Vivien came to tell Alex she was running out of time. Alex threw the handcuffs on Vivien and she screamed "NO!!" But she disappeared into the hourglass, which was still on the nightstand. The following morning, Alex told Ashley about her adventure, and she was amazed. The sorceress Vivien never bothered the family again. 
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	Kiara J. Is 9 years old. She lives in Brea, CA. In her spare time, Kiara likes to read and write about fantasy.
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