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			Ruby Ming Li walked in silence toward the garden. She was small for her age and had thick shoulder-length black hair and bangs always kept neatly behind a lavender headband paired with lovely brown eyes and pale porcelain skin. She had free time in the courtyard of Element Academy, their school for Elementines, a group of beings who had the ability to control one of the four elements of nature. Ruby waved and walked over to the garden, where her friends, Melody, Harmony, and Annie were waiting. The girls each stood in front of a plant. Melody, a brunette girl and a wind, stood before a tall golden sunflower. Harmony, a strawberry blond girl stood in front of a stargazer lily, and Annie before an English daisy. Each flower was more beautiful than a typical flower of its' type, and a tall purple iris stood vacant. Ruby walked over to it, the friends silent. Together each girl took a hand linked into the others' and the other brushed a small amount of pollen onto their fingers and together, each vanished into thin air. 

	Chapter
 Ruby clutched her necklace, a rose made from rubies and carved to perfection. Each Elementine had one, and in your most desperate moment of need, it could produce what you needed most. Ruby inhaled the fresh and aromatic air of the world of water. She remembered being a small child being brought into the world for the first time by Mistress Beth. Ever since then, this had been her paradise. Ruby loved visiting more than anything, whether she sat by the river or picking the best flowers and watching them regrow, each time she visited, it seemed to be the true definition of serenity. Ruby wandered over to her favorite river and settled down, pressing her uniform into the lush grass. She listened to the soft gurgle of the stream, the contented sighs of the wind, and began to drift softly into sleep.

[image: ]
[image: ]

			

		

	
		
			Ruby Ming Li walked in silence toward the garden. She was small for her age and had thick shoulder-length black hair and bangs always kept neatly behind a lavender headband paired with lovely brown eyes and pale porcelain skin. She had free time in the courtyard of Element Academy, their school for Elementines, a group of beings who had the ability to control one of the four elements of nature. Ruby waved and walked over to the garden, where her friends, Melody, Harmony, and Annie were waiting. The girls each stood in front of a plant. Melody, a brunette girl and a wind, stood before a tall golden sunflower. Harmony, a strawberry blond girl stood in front of a stargazer lily, and Annie before an English daisy. Each flower was more beautiful than a typical flower of its' type, and a tall purple iris stood vacant. Ruby walked over to it, the friends silent. Together each girl took a hand linked into the others' and the other brushed a small amount of pollen onto their fingers and together, each vanished into thin air. 

	Chapter
 Ruby clutched her necklace, a rose made from rubies and carved to perfection. Each Elementine had one, and in your most desperate moment of need, it could produce what you needed most. Ruby inhaled the fresh and aromatic air of the world of water. She remembered being a small child being brought into the world for the first time by Mistress Beth. Ever since then, this had been her paradise. Ruby loved visiting more than anything, whether she sat by the river or picking the best flowers and watching them regrow, each time she visited, it seemed to be the true definition of serenity. Ruby wandered over to her favorite river and settled down, pressing her uniform into the lush grass. She listened to the soft gurgle of the stream, the contented sighs of the wind, and began to drift softly into sleep.

[image: ]
[image: ]

			

		

	
		
			Ruby's eyes fluttered open and she looked around. She realized she had fallen asleep in the meadow and... couldn't remember anything after that. Around her was an ornate ceiling top the largest room she had ever been in. Her head throbbed with pain as she noticed a tall, cloaked figure. The figure turned to reveal pale brown, masculine eyes, the rest of him covered in thick cloth. He seemed to radiate menacing hatred. With a jolt of shocking realization, she noticed that he was preparing a needle. "I see you have awoken," he proclaimed, striding over nod examining Ruby with a growl. He dragged her over to a metal table, the iron colder than she could process. She had never felt more helpless in her life, whimpering in pain as he jabbed the needle into her arm, a sharp pain circulating her body. A translucent blue liquid began to flow from her arm into a flask."What- what are you doing?" Ruby inquired, a cold shock running through her blood.
" What are you doing, you mean. Draining your element, of course," he replied silkily. "Once you drain it all, I drink it. I rely on your power," he inspected her arm and a grin of delight spread across his face. "The other part is that if you're a Pure, and I get all four, these make me immortal. They don't fade and I can control nature itself. We humans don't have enough power, and I want to change that," He explained. Ruby tried not to emit a hopeless sob. "And if I don't drain my element?" She asked, trying to find a loop in her situation. 

"I wouldn't say I'm afraid to hurt you," he replied. Chapter
	Ruby sighed hopelessly. She had been draining her own element for two days was beginning to feel weak, dizzy, helpless... and pained. Ruby tried for the hundredth time to disconnect the needle from her arm. It stayed planted strong in her skin and sent another wave of excruciating pain through her body. Ruby's head throbbed and her eyelids felt heavy. Impossible ideas to escape swirled through her head like glitter in a snow globe. "Hello," a quiet voice whispered. Ruby's head spun over as she noticed a small Black girl who looked remarkably like her friend Annie. "I'm Alia, Alia Rosen Fluorite. I was taken here by... well, we don't know his name, but we call him Influ. Since influenza's contagious, and so's his hate. The kids at Element Academy, probably your school, think he kidnapped me and I was never seen again," Alia explained.
Ruby made a noise halfway between choking and crying. "You-you're Annie's sister?"
Alia nodded looking surprised. "Yeah," She replied gravely. "You can get us out of here," Alia proclaimed with an air of suddenness. Ruby shook her head, almost laughing in dismay. She was getting restless... and her weakness being impatience didn't help.
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			"Listen. What's your name?" Alia inquired. "Ruby," Ruby replied a bit irritably.
"Okay. Influ will drain your element for the next couple years. It not only lets him have whatever your power is, but it will make him live for another about... 700 years. You know, the typical Elementine life. It'll also render you weak and helpless, so you can't do anything and he'll imprison you for the rest of your life. If you don't want to live your life like that, you have to do this. What's your power, anyway?" 

It didn't work. The girls' initial plan was to quickly slip away and out, but they saw Influ blocking their path. They quickly reformed and decided on a better one.
Ruby took a few quick breaths to calm herself. She slipped her arm out of her bonds, which Alia had helped loosen and she ran over to Influ. Quickly, she grabbed his cloak. "Ah!" He exclaimed, immediately hitting her across the face. Ruby flinched, pain searing her cheeks as blood dripped from the corner of her mouth. This was no time for injuries, though. She scrambled and quickly unbuckled Influ's cloak, exposing his human clothing. He fell to the ground and she cheered. 

Alia rushed over. The girls quickly realized Influ wasn't dead but passed out. Alia hooked him up to his own contraption and giggling, the girls ran from the mansion. Ruby inhaled the aromatic mist and, for what felt like the first time in forever, felt the pale milky light cast a charming glow upon her skin. Alia stepped delicately off the doorstep, a soft smile of pure delight spreading across her face. In that moment, Ruby noticed the silhouettes of her friends in the distance. Best of all, Alia's face lit up, hardly believing it, stunned still as Annie, her sister, long black curls flying free, ran toward her. 
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This book is dedicated to Layla, the real Melody, and Lily, the real Harmony. Thank you both for being so encouraging of me while I wrote this book.
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