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				''Your mother will welcome you, but be aware, I'll find you.''
	Despite the warmth of the hot summer day, Athena shivered. The ominous words that had been whispered to her a few days ago haunted her.  
	Her father glanced over his shoulder at her, looking worried. He said nothing, but turned back forwards. It had been a few days since Athena  and her dad had sailed to Greece, and Athena had had her worrying vision. 
	Athena and her dad were walking in the garden  in the back of the hotel they were staying in.
	

	Athena shared a questioning glance with her father. Her father shrugged. Then he nodded to Athena . 
	''Sure!'' He replied, looking not sure. So Athena and her dad stared awkwardly at the old man. He beckoned them with a wave of his hand. Then, he told Athena's dad to go on a twisted path. Athena's dad looked unsure, but he nodded and followed the path.

An old man hobbled up to them. He had a bent back, a crooked staff, and hooded, shadowed eyes.
	He leaned on his staff and rasped,'' Do you want to see something?''
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				Athena gazed after him until he disappeared from sight. The old man gripped her arm tightly. Then he ran, dragging Athena along with him. She gasped, surprised that the ancient man could run so swiftly and fast. Then she noticed that, as he ran, he grew taller, and younger.  He kept running until he was a tall, young man. Athena gaped at him.

	He had blond hair and blue eyes. He blinked at her. Then, his eyes suddenly turned from a calming ocean blue, to a piercing orange red.  Athena let out a long, piercing shriek.

	.

x

	"Okay, look, I don't know what you just did, but how did you do it, and who in the world are you?" Athena snapped. 	
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				But before she could run away, he gripped her tighter, his fingers turning to claws. Athena stared at him, horror overcoming her gaze. The man stared back, his gaze piercing. Then he grinned evily at her. 
	He murmured to her, "I have you now. You won't be able to save Greece." 
	Athena's eyes widened to hear his voice. It was smooth and had a sweet melody to it. Athena stared at the young man in his disbelief.
	"How in the world did you..." she paused.


	The man answered, "I am the Titan!"
	His voice boomed so loud that Athena winced, covering her ears. Then, suddenly a hole opened up in the ground. The man pushed Athena in, and the movement was so quick and strong, Athena couldn't resist. So she fell, screaming anger and curses at the Titan. The Titan chuckled, unfazed. 
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				The last sight Athena saw before she fell was the Titan turning away, chuckling to himself, "She was always a feisty one." 
	And then... darkness. 
	Athena opened her eyes. She sat up shakily. "Ah, you're finally awake!" A voice said.
	Athena jumped. She looked around. She was probably imagining it. Then she winced, feeling the bump swelling on the back of her head. She kept her hand covering her bump. She stood up shakily and looked around. Everything was dark except for a faraway orange glow. Athena limped towards the light. 
	She gasped, "Is that a fire river?"
	"Yes it is," a familiar voice answered dryly. 


	"I'm not in the mood." She snapped sharply. 
	She heard a "Hey, I'm not doing anything wrong!"
	Athena sucked in a breath. The voice sounded familiar. A ghostly figure appeared in front of Athena. She stared in awe at it. It was a young girl in about her teens. Maybe 18. The girl looked like... Athena's breath stopped in her throat. She looked like Athena! The girl's arms were crossed and she was frowning, looking annoyed. 	Athena stared at her and the ghost huffed, "well why are you staring at me like that?" Athena continued to gawk at the ghostly figure, her mouth hanging open. 



	Athena jumped. She looked around and caught sight of a pale flash. 
	"Alright, come out," Athena rasped wearily.
	When the pale light didn't move, she added grumpily, "I've just been separated from my father and pushed into a hole by a..." 
	"Titan?" She paused. 
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				Athena took a deep breath. "I think we're sisters," she blurted.
	The ghostly girl stopped dead in her tracks. She stared at Athena in disbelief. "You didn't know that?!" She exclaimed loudly. 
	"You knew?" Athena asked. 
	"Well, duh, of course I did!" Her sister snapped. 
	"Well, what's your name?" Athena asked.
	"Jackie," she replied. 
	"Who is mom?" Athena asked. 
	"Athena." Jackie replied. "It's so obvious, 'cause you're named that, duh!"
	Athena stumbled back, gasping. Jackie watched, amusement lighting her gaze.
	"Do you want to meet mom?" Jackie inquired. 
	"Yes," Athena trembled.
	Jackie drew a circle around Athena with chalk. She chanted mysterious words, and the circle began to glow. But then it faded. 


"

	"Hmmm... That doesn't usually happen." Jackie muttered. 
	She shrugged. She chanted again, and in a flash, Athena found herself in a temple. She stood up, dazed, and looked around.
	"Hmmm..." A woman's voice said. 
	Athena jumped, turned around, and saw a beautiful woman wearing a war helmet. She also wielded a sharp, dangerous-looking spear. The woman had wavy brown hair, loose around her shoulders. Athena gasped. She looked like Jackie! 
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				"That's Athena, our mom!" A female's voice whispered. 
	Athena jumped. Then she realized it was just Jackie. The Godess Athena saw Jackie and grinned, looking relieved. 
	"Jackie!" She exclaimed. 
	Running forwards to embrace Jackie. Jackie smiled, "Hi mom!" 

	"Who is this, dear?" She asked Jackie. 
	"Oh, she's Athena you know? Your other daughter?" Jackie responded coolly. 
Goddess Athena gasped. 
	She threw her arms around Athena and exclaimed, "I've been looking all over for you. How's your father? How did you die? Are you dead?" 
Athena couldn't respond, feeling overwhelmed by all her mother's questions. 
	"Gee, when Athena gets motherly, she really gets motherly." Athena thought faintly with a spark of amusement.

	Athena felt a stab of envy in her stomach. It seemed that Jackie and the Goddess Athena were really close. Goddess Athena stopped smiling. She frowned. 
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	"Well, mom..." Jackie sighed dramatically. 
	"It's a long story," Goddess Athena turned to her youngest daughter. She looked serious. 
	"Athena, you must defeat the Titans. Here is a staff. It will give you wisdom when you need it, and it will turn into a spear when you use it in battle. To defeat the Titan (Kronos), simply... place the end of the staff in Kronos armpit. I know. It's strange, but it will work." 
	And with that, she disappeared. Athena was crestfallen. She looked questioningly at Jackie. Jackie shook her head. Athena crouched down and picked up the staff. 
	"Okay." She took a deep breath. "I've got to find a Titan named Kronos and somehow place a staff into Kronos' armpit." 
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				Athena shook her head. "That's weird," Athena turned, looking for a door, then remembered. 	She turned to Jackie. "Let's go back," she said. 
	Athena prodded her sister with her new staff. She smiled, remembering when it was Jackie who had prodded her with a stick. Jackie drew a chalk circle around them and chanted. Athena closed her eyes and whisked back to the Underworld. Surprisingly, the Titan was there, silently staring at the fire river. Athena was very surprised. Quickly, she motioned for Jackie to stay quiet.
	Without thinking, Athena shrieked a fierce battle cry and jabbed the staff into the Titan's armpit. She jabbed his his armpit with all her strength. In a moment that seemed like a year, Athena saw the Titan's face convulse with pain. He doubled over, gasping. 

	In a flash, he disappeared and faded. 
	Wait - no. 
	Athena looked closer. 
	He was... crumbling! 
	He was literally crumbling into dust! Athena screamed. She took a deep breath and then poked the monstrous dust. It did nothing. Athena cheered. 
	"Who knew that poking a titan in the armpit with a staff given by Athena could accomplish so much!" Athena thought happily. 
	Jackie poked her head from behind the boulder. She looked at the dust, then at Athena, then the dust, and then Athena again. 
	"Whoo-Hoo!" she yelled. "Lets go tell mom." 
	"Wait," Athena frowned. 
	Something seemed wrong. This was too easy.
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				Then she collapsed. 
	A voice was telling her, "We will get revenge for our son!
	"The titans are rising!" She doubled over, cried out in pain, and clutched her head. 
	"What's wrong?" Jackie cried. 
	Athena raised her head. Her eyes glowed and Jackie stumbled back, colliding with the boulder. Her eyes filled with fear.
	"The Titans are rising." Athena breathed. The voice was not her own, it was as if something, or someone, had taken control of her...



This ebook is written by Emmy, who grew up in Orange County, California. When not writing books, Emmy enjoys doing a variety of things like reading on the couch, swimming on a hot summer day in her family's freezing cold pool, rollerblading outside along with her sister, and playing with her sisters. The inspiration behind this story was Annabeth, a daughter of Athena in the Percy Jackson series. After reading this story, Emmy hopes that you will learn not to trust strangers at the park, and that anything is possible, like falling into the Underworld, reuniting with a long lost sister, and meeting the Goddess Athena. 
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