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				"Nikka, you're as slow as a snail," called Leo. He was perched on a branch which belonged to a tall, ancient tree in the middle of a jungle. His long, slender tail swayed back and forth, back and forth. Another leopard swiftly hopped from branch to branch until she reached the branch Leo was sitting on.
	"Wait, Nikka, I don't think the branch can support our weight!" Exclaimed Leo, but the delicate branch was already starting to break. Creeeak. Grooooan. Snap! The branch and the two leopards plummeted down to the floor of the jungle.  


As soon as he stood up, he saw the most beautiful leopard in the world. "I have to confess my feelings to Nikka soon, but there's never a good time," Leo mumbled to himself after Nikka was out of earshot. Nikka lifted her head and took a whiff of the air. 
	"I can smell something. Follow me!" Nikka shouted while running.

	"Nikka, you're as slow as a snail," called Leo. He was perched on a branch which belonged to a tall, ancient tree in the middle of a jungle. His long, slender tail swayed back and forth, back and forth. Another leopard swiftly hopped from branch to branch until she reached the branch Leo was sitting on. Her golden, speckled paws carefully made their way towards the end of the branch. One of her paws almost slipped on the thin branch. She recovered and continued to make her way towards the tip of the branch, where Leo was.
	"Wait, Nikka, I don't think the branch can support our weight!" Exclaimed Leo, but the delicate branch was already starting to break. Creeeak. Grooooan. Snap! The branch, now snapped in half, and the two leopards plummeted down to the floor of the jungle. Leo was half on the ground, half on Nikka. When Nikka stood up, he tumbled down to the floor, and Nikka's furry, golden tail made Leo sneeze.
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			  	Leo always knew Nikka had a keen nose that could smell a mouse hundreds of tail-lengths away. Leo ran as fast as his legs would go to keep up, but his body started to become sore and his legs hurt. 
	"How does she have so much energy now when she was on the verge of collapsing when she was climbing that tree?" Leo pondered. He also noticed that the trees and plants around him were unfamiliar to his eyes. He was about to ask Nikka where she was going when she skidded to a halt. Leo saw what was in front of her and looked at Fang, the king of the jungle, right in the eyes. Fang let out a furocious roar, and started chasing the leopards. He was big, with big feet, and big ears, and big, bulging eyes. 
	Fang chased them into the direction of a wide jungle tree. Leo and Nikka veered opposite ways. Fang immediately stopped when he caught sight of the tree. Disappointed, he let out a growl of frustration and walked away.

	Leo and Nikka were separated now, and even worse, they were lost in unknown territory. But that didn't mean they gave up. Leo knew what to do if he got lost. Nikka had the same idea. They both knew to follow the stars to get back to each other. Leo stared up into the night sky and remembered what he learned as a kitten. "Capricorn, Sagittarius, Scorpius. Scorpius! I need to follow that constellation to get home!" Leo said in excitement. He ran with all his might, even though he was half frozen from his tail to his nose in the crisp night air. He finally saw a silhouette of Nikka, and as he got closer, he knew what to do. "Nikka! The truth is," Leo began, "I've loved you even when we were kittens." This was the moment of a lifetime.
	Nikka purred back, "I love you, too They both gazed up at the night sky, and it was as if the shining stars were saying, "You're welcome."
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				Leo and Nikka were separated now, and even worse, they were lost in unknown territory. But that didn't mean they gave up. Leo and Nikka knew what they needed to do if they got lost, which was to follow the stars to get back to each other. Leo stared up into the night sky. "Capricorn, Sagittarius, Scorpius. Scorpius! I need to follow that constellation to get home!" Leo beamed. He ran with all his might, even though he was half frozen from his tail to his nose. He finally saw a silhouette of Nikka. "Nikka! The truth is," Leo began nervously, "I've loved you ever since we were kittens." 
	Nikka purred back, "I love you, too." Leo's golden paws padded along the floor covered in jungle plants. Nikka followed him as they walked towards their home.
	Leo and Nikka reached other leopards who were getting ready to take a nap. Nikka jumped from the branches of a tree until she reached a strong, thick branch for her and Leo. She signaled with her tail for Leo to come. They both lay down for the next day to come.
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			This book was written by Mia, who grew up in California. Her family is from Israel and the Netherlands. When not writing books, Mia enjoys doing a variety of things like drawing and horse-back riding. The inspiration behind this story was Mia's love for animals. After reading this story, Mia hopes that you will understand that animals have feelings, too.

About The Author
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	Leo and Nikka are two leopards who live in a big, spread-out jungle. Leo loves Nikka, but he hasn't admitted it yet. When Leo and Nikka get in trouble, what will they do? Will Leo confess his feelings. Find out by continuing to read Follow The Stars.
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