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By Jaclyn W
with a guest star of cat me and Kirby!!,
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			Being lost is a very scary thing. 

"Ugh," Meowz, a floofy, very lost kitten groaned. "Mom? Dad?" Then he realized HE WASN'T AT HOME. 

"AAHH!!" He shouted, springing out of his mossy bed. 

Meowz clambered onto a bush. He'd been laying in a clearing with a small river. 

"AAAAAHHH!!!" he yelled, leaping off the bush and onto the leaf-covered forest floor.

A nearby fox heard his scream.
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			"Are you lost, kit?" A fox questioned, stepping out of the shade. "Yes! " Thought Meowz.

"Did you BRING me here?" he hissed.
 
"No," the fox answered smoothly, flicking berries off a bush with her sharp, polished claws. "The Shadow did."

MEOWZ FROZE. The  Shadow was a rebel break off of the Elite Bird Guard of Avania. 

"C-can y-you h-help me though..?" he questioned warily. 

"Of course," the fox answered. "The name is X."

Meowz' stomach grumbled. He reached for the berries, then-
X tackled the berries. "NO!" she screeched. 

"Deathberries" she grunted, unfazed. "One bite equals death!"
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			Meowz blushed. X tossed a sunset-colored peach to him. The red- and orange juiciness made his mouth water. Later, they went off to the trail that led to the Alleytree. 

As they walked along the rocky road, Meowz became uneasy. The sun was getting high in the sky. Something was wrong about the shadows in the bushes. Something was in them...

"Th-the Shadow..?!" he murmured.

"Yes, kit!" a voice cawed.  "WE are the Shadow...Umbra!"

"NYX!" a female voice crowed. They'd obviously done this many times. Silence.

"G-guys, guys. Group huddle. Uh, I- I forgot.  M-my lines." The last one whispered. 

"How. How do you always forget?! We rehearse like, fifty times!? It..ugh. It's fine. Do improv."

He took a deep breath. "It'sa me, Gerald!" 

"You stole that from Mario. Also, what kinda name is GERALD?" objected Meowz. 

Nyx sighed. "I know right? The whole reason we joined that stupid "bird guard of Avania" is the STUPIDNESS of his name!" 
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			X and Meowz shot off. "Goshie golly!" panted Meowz. Meowz slipped over a wet rock and landed in the mud and arranged his limbs into a comfortable position. 
"Go..on...without..me.." X slapped her own face. "Ugh! Fine, kit, I'll carry you. Let's GO!" 
"May the..Force..be with..you..you..you.."
Umbra, Gerald and Nyx speeded too fast over the slope. They fell down. down, down, down, down, down..
"SQWAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAUK!!!" Feathers flew. X lifted Meowz's muddy body and ran off a cliff.

"AAIIIEEE!" screeched Meowz. He shut his eyes..."EEEAAAGHHH-eh..?"
 
A blank, dark space. NOT BLANK! Glow worms hung from the ceiling, giving the area a eerie blue shine. A dark pool that Meowz liked even less when he saw something in it. And. 1. 2. 3! Three holes. 

"Welcome to the Choice Cave," X said. "This is a very magical place where we will find out what will happen when we make different decisions."
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			One hole showed X falling from the sky. The camera view stilled. A scream. Meowz sat in the rain, tears dripping down into his lap. The second showed him and X sitting in the cave. They faded into skeletons. 
The last vision was better.

Once upon a time was a sea mons

 Meowz sat in the Alleytree's hallways. X darted through the forest. "I.." Meowz gasped.
"I..I! I love that one!" They were back to the real world. Falling. "Meowz, I'm going to switch between the Choice Cave and the Real World...even if it gives me nausea!" X screamed.  The switched fast. So fast. For a second, Meowz thought he saw a fiery shape. 
They landed.
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			"Unf!" groaned X. She stumbled and her face turned green. 
She proceeded to vomit the contents of her stomach, a icky greenish-yellow goo with a fish bone in it. 
Meowz made a face. "EEEWWWW!! But LOL."  
X glared at him. 

Meowz opened the door to the Alleytree: an old, oak door with a cat (Egyptian style) carved in it. The sun and moon hovered over.. a hole? Meowz didn't remember a peephole. Maybe he was just a bit dizzy? 

As he examined the  hole though, he could see that it wasn't cat-made. Tooth marks were scattered all over it, and it was large..too large.
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			It was just the right size for a MOUSE SNOUT. A mouse! Rats were commonplace in the Alleytree, of course cats ate them. But they reproduced too fast. They stole the food. Put on heists. "Ugh! X, can you..X?"
He turned around. "X?" 
She wasn't there. "I..."

He headed in. A rat! It had red eyes. It had shaggy, torn fur. Meowz pounced at it. 
The small, nimble creature darted away. Its tiny paws waved at something. Meowz thwacked it, but it dodged it with surprising speed. "Stupid rat!" He yelled. He leaped up and squashed the rat. "Yup. It's oh so dead.'' 
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			"RIP." He picked it up and ate it. He walked away, smiling.

"Mom, Dad! I went on a adventure. I ate a mouse!"
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Once upon a time was a sea mons

Lydia!, stop interrupting my narration!", "Sorry" anyways

[image: ]Uhh..the end? 
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			Jaclyn lives in San Ramon, grew up in San Ramon, and loves San Ramon. When not writing, she draws..on the computer. She likes chocolate ice cream. She likes cats and foxes. she knows that potatoes exist. She hopes you enjoyed this.
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