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			Max boldly walked into the spaceship, with Jack catching up from behind. As Max sat down in the soft, white seat, memories of training came flooding back. The simulators, underwater training... “Hey Max, countdown started!” Jack cheered, snapping Max out of his thoughts.” “10...9...8...7...6...5...4...3...2...1.. WE HAVE LIFTOFF!!!”Oh god, the forces are extreme!’ Thought Max. 

	After they reached Low Earth Orbit, they activated the warp drive. The Earth started shifting red as the ship accelerated. Meanwhile, the stars in front of them shifted blue, as they got brighter and brighter. Soon, the reached the system. 
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As the drive deactivated, they slowed down to see a spectacular view. Two glowing discs as bright as a million suns, with what seemed like holes for centers, were colliding, merging into one..
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				“What are gravitational waves?”Asked Max.

	“Gravitational-waves-are-ripples-in-space-time. Just-like-a-pond-ripples-when-you-drop-a-rock-in-it,-space-time-ripples-when-massive-celestial-bodies-move,” exclaimed the computer.

	“How fast do gravitational waves move?”asked Max.

      “They-move-at-the-speed-of-light.”

	“ Can you give us some sources of gravitational waves?”Asked Jack.

“This isn’t a star system after all!” Exclaimed Jack. “Let’s see what it is.” Stated Max. 

	After doing a few calculations, they figured out that the star system was, actually two black holes colliding. Just then, Max noticed that everything was being squeezed, stretched, and squeezed over and over again.

When they put on their goggles to see spacetime, they noticed something exceptionally strange. The spacetime around the black holes was rippling and waving.

	“What’s happening?”Max questioned aloud. 

	The ship computer answered, “The-black-holes-are-generating-gravitational-waves.” 



	“Super-novas-colliding-black-holes-spinning-asymmetrical-neutron-stars-and-kilo-novas-are-all—-examples.” 

        “Hmmm. Have we detected gravitational waves?” Asked Max. 
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			  “Yes,-in-2015-LIGO-detected-gravitational waves-for-the-first-time. They-detected-it-through-an-inferometer.”

       “Wow!” Remarked Jack. 

        “Let’s go tell NASA what we found!” Added Max. 

        As they turned up the engines to go back, a problem occurred.

       “We don’t have enough power to accelerate!” Screamed Max.

      “Uh,oh!”

    

To be continued...


			

		

	
		
			  “Yes,-in-2015-LIGO-detected-gravitational waves-for-the-first-time. They-detected-it-through-an-inferometer.”

       “Wow!” Remarked Jack. 

        “Let’s go tell NASA what we found!” Added Max. 

        As they turned up the engines to go back, a problem occurred.

       “We don’t have enough power to accelerate!” Screamed Max.

      “Uh,oh!”

    

To be continued...


			

		

	
		
			Avyan V. grew up in Cupertino, CA. In his free time, he enjoys reading books, practicing soccer, and sketching objects. While most non-fiction books take a direct approach, Avyan’s book takes a fiction approach which is fun and easier to read.
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