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			 	It still haunts John as he walks the street and remembers the symbols of war waved high up in Warsaw. Meet John, a normal kid who was at the wrong place at the wrong time. John was a very nice child. He helped out in school and always did his chores. He lived with his Dad and Uncle. However, John had a habit of jumping to conclusions. He paid a big price for it when the gloomy Germans invaded Poland. When the Germans invaded, John had just finished school. When he was walking home, he saw a man in front of his house. John yelled out, “all of these people are innocent.”

John’s dad was captured. Luckily, John and his uncle escaped and went out of town. They slept for the night feeling safe to have been spared from the Germans. John awoke feeling exhausted and confused to see his uncle was gone “Uncle! Uncle! Where are you?” exclaimed John in the morning. He ran outside and saw his uncle laying on the floor. The next thing he saw was something he could never ever forget. He checked his uncle’s pulse. Nothing. He tried again. Nothing. That’s when he realized his uncle was gone. John’s heart raced. He was sad, mad, but also confused. What have they done to deserve this punishment? The next day, John was captured by the Germans. Every day he woke up and the Germans asked for him to dig holes. John had to stay in the camp for 3 months digging holes. He knew he had to get out of there. He escaped 3 days later. He ran mile after mile after mile until he came across a train with people who spoke polish.“ Kid get off the train while you can. This train is going to a neighborhood in a far away place,” informed a man. John had never been to a taken to the neighborhood but he had seen people be dragged away. 
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			John felt scared and knew he must leave the train. Immediately, John jumped off the train and passed out. The next day, John woke up in a hut. When he woke up, he saw a man in the corner of the hut, reading. “Who are you?” asked John. “I am an ally” replied the man. “Are you going to hurt me?” asked John. “No. I want to help you,” assured the man. The man looked tough but he looked like he had a kind heart. 

Those were the last sounds before he saw the big menacing train go up into flames. Several days later, the Allies came with their camouflage suits. Still, John knew that it was going to take a while for them to arrive at Warsaw. A few months later, Germany lost the war. The man and John went their separate ways. The Allies won World War 2! “Those were horrible times,” thought John. “Hey John. ready to go?” asked Dad. “Yeah. I’m so happy I found you.” Said John. “I’m happy too,” replied Dad.
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				Liam grew up in Texas, but currently lives in moody-weathered California. He is entering the 5th grade and enjoys sports, games, and reading. Liam loves the disaster Author Alan Gratz. That is why he was inspired to write this book about the Holocaust. This is Liam’s first year at AIW Camp and hopes to come back. Liam wants to inform young readers about World Wars while not making it too scary. Liam believes that learning about history can help children grow academically and in the real world. Liam wants to be a CEO or an athlete when he grows up, but for now he will continue writing informing stories.
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