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				On Jack and Tom Tom’s 36th attempt at Level 22 and the portal to the next world, they give up and return through the swirling purple portal back onto Earth. On Earth, Jack used his ability to see portals to find another interesting blue and red swirling kaleidoscopic portal. But as they tried to enter, something came flying out of the the portal. Jack and his friend gaped in astonishment at the astronomically big creature. The monster had gleaming white, wickedly curved horns sharp as daggers. It possessed a permanent scowl so nasty it could be compared to that of Medusa’s. It boasted a muscular physique similar to that of Hercules. The monster charged at Jack and Tom Tom, intending to gore both of them.

	Ahhh!”, they shrieked, and jumped out of the way. The monster turned around, and dashed at them again. Once again, they dodged out of the way before the monster’s horns could stab them. They chased each other around playground structures, stabbing and dodging. 

	“Rauuuuugh!”it bellowed. As they were racing past the small yellow slide for the 14th time, J
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				Jack noticed a small red-with-white-polka-dots portal and leaped in. 
“Here!” he shouted, hoping that Tom Tom would follow. They rushed into the world, and were amazed at the iconic Super Nintendo World around them. 
“Quick!” Jack commanded, and he swallowed a glowing fire flower. Tom Tom picked a random mushroom and gobbled it, hoping he would get some superpowers. Meanwhile, outside the portal, the portal monster grumbled and tried multiple times to punch its way into the portal. Jack and Tom Tom came out, Jack belching flames like a flamethrower, and Tom Tom now supersized and as large as the portal monster. The portal monster, amazingly, sucked in the flames through his swirling stomach and kept charging. Jack, in another attempt to blast the portal monster with flames, shot another red-hot tornado of fire hot as lava at the portal monster’s head. The portal monster now wounded, stumbled around. Tom Tom, having finally learned how to use his huge body in combat, slammed a colossal fist into the portal monster’s stomach. A long, grueling fight continued. They quickly learned that they lost

their powers when they were struck, and retreated into the Mario portal to find some magical acorns that turned into flying squirrels, with the ability to fly. But their strength was flagging, and soon they were struck again by a lucky blow from the portal monster. It rose over the exhausted friends, also exhausted but triumphant. Its teeth gnashed angrily, and it frowned at the mouth. Jack and Tom Tom both closed their eyes, expecting the end. . .
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				Meanwhile, in heaven, a group of senior forestry loggers were cutting down trees. One elderly gentleman, using a chainsaw to slice into a huge redwood, accidentally let it drop through the portal to Earth. 
“Oops!” he exclaimed. “Oh, well.” And he continued logging.

	The log fell out of the sky, and just to Jack and Tom Tom’s luck, it whistled through the air and bonked the portal monster upside the head. Jack and Tom Tom, seeing their chance for escape, dashed into the portal the monster had been guarding. As soon as their eyes adjusted, they breathed out a simultaneous “Wow!” At the landscape around them. But as they gazed at the surrounding land, a shadow loomed over the horizon, their eyes widened, their heartbeats quickened, and they fainted at the sight of the. . .

TO BE CONTINUED IN Jack the Cat: The Forest of Obstacles Part 3.
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			About the Author:

Derek J. grew up partly in Orlando, Florida, and now currently resides in Sunnyvale, California. He plays competitive soccer, golf, and swims competitively. He also enjoys playing Diablo, also known as the Chinese yo-yo. His own pet cat, Ring-Ring, was the inspiration behind his debut book, Jack the Cat. Derek hopes that Jack the Cat will provide laughter and fun, as well as provoke readers to use their imaginations.
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