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				It was time. Time to climb the wall at Walden West. I was excited at first, but when I saw the massive wall I gulped. My excitement faded away. It was going to be the biggest wall I ever climbed. Quivering, I put on my gear and waited silently for my turn. Once someone announced that it was my turn I strutted to the wall, struggling to get on the slippery rock. When I was able to heave myself up, I cleared the first part of the wall quickly and heard someone saying “Something tells me she’s done this before!” In fact I have! I thought to myself.But at the worst time a gap came between me and the rock. I struggled trying to grasp the next rock, but then thought of an idea!

I was tied to a rope, so I jumped thinking the team would help me but unfortunately, the team wasn’t quick enough, so I was left hanging helplessly. I spun around, quickly and took hold of a rock. But then, I heard a voice calling to me “Haley the team’s helping you!” The team pulled a rope allowing me to slowly go up. Sweat was trickling down my face and...wait, is that a giant teddy bear up there!? Anyway, wait stop...IS THE GIANT TEDDY BEAR WEARING A TIE!? Back to the matter at hand, though I knew that I was almost there, I wanted to give up. My hands ached, my arms were sore, but I kept on going. People were shouting, but I ignored them. I couldn’t afford to be distracted at a time like this! 
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			I ventured forward but suddenly stopped. Then I made the worst decision...I looked down. Now, I’m not afraid of heights but at that moment when I went back to concentrate I was trembling. Luckily I recovered quickly, though my stomach was churning. I heaved myself up. My body was heavy, but I kept on going. "You can do this Haley, you can do this." I murmured to myself over and over. My body felt tight. Voices called up to me. "Go Haley!" “You can do this Haley!" This boosted my energy. I kept on climbing. I gasped for air, but knowing I was almost there kept me going. My mind darted to the giant teddy bear with a tie, but I shoved the thought away and kept on going until I was out of breath.

I grabbed the side of the wall. It felt rough and I almost got splinters! I jerked my hand away and took hold of the next rock and kept on going. I heaved myself forward and reached for the top. I was just able to curl my fingers around the top. I didn't have the energy to lift myself up, so I just hung there, out of breath. I gasped for air, panting. I heard a group of voices singing.
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				“Hands up, legs back, let me see you lean back!” I leaned back awkwardly. The team pulled a rope to allow me to slowly go down until my feet softly hit solid ground. I felt light as a feather drifting away in the wind. I had done it! I had climbed the entire wall. People came to congratulate me. “Yeah, but I didn’t get a close look at the giant teddy bear!” I thought in my mind, silently chuckling. Then, I skipped off to play with my friends happily.

Moral: Never give up! The hard work will pay off!

Haley is 7 years old and wrote her first book in first grade, The 
WIDE and wild world. She is now in 3rd grade, and when not writing, she enjoys reading, charting with her friends, swimming, and spending time with animals. The inspiration behind this story was about her having to climb a massive wall, and not giving up. She hopes that after you read this book you will not give up! (Fun fact: she skipped daycare and TK!)
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