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				SLASH went the blade. I was in Arizona with my family because of a fencing competition for my brother. He and I have done 1 year of fencing, which is a type of blade fighting. I am Intermediate fencer and my brother, Ryan is advanced fencer. He is now doing international competitions which is a very big deal! He did very good even though almost everyone had over 3 years of experience! There are different ratings you can get from competitions. There is u, e, d, c, b, and a. Ryan and I are u which is the worst, but Ryan can usually he can beat e, d, and c no problem. He has a few friends he me met there and after the competition sometimes he would hang out with them. My brother is 14, he loves fencing, and he is very competitive. There are types of blades, Foil, Epee, and Saber. We used to do Epee, but now we do Saber. The only blade you can slash is Saber, but you cant slash with the other blades.
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			While we were there my dad told me that we were going indoor skydiving. It looked fun, but there was a 1 hour wait. We decided to go to a restaurant. The time came when we were ready to arrive. We walked in the building and were told we first had to watch an instructional video. It told us “If the coaches fingers are bent, bend your legs. If his fingers are straightened, you straighten your legs. If he points up, you point your chin up, and finally, if both his end fingers go up,  then relax. Arizona is blistering hot, even at night! Still I would like to go again because it is very exciting.                     
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				After that we had to put on our suit, socks, shoes, earplugs, mask, and helmet. Then it was time to wait in line. As I waited I observed what they did and practiced what they did while I was in line. 
	Finally, it was my turn. I tried to copy the moves and do what the coach told me to do. I realized it was harder than I thought. I started to get scared because I felt like I would die! But I didn’t! It was hard at first, but eventually I got the hang of it and I did a few tricks. Then I wasn’t as scared! It is a bit dangerous even with the helmet on. exiting and horrifying at the same time! Overall, it was a very fun experience and I want to go again. 


About the Author 

Daniel grew up in Taiwan, but now lives in California. When he is not doing homework, he is playing with his brother, Ryan. Daniel likes being active, such as playing sports. His favorite subject is math and writing. He hopes you enjoy his book. 
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