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			My name is Anika. I was in Pine Mountain Lake in California. I was swimming with my friends to a big, green square board. It had a long ladder going underwater, so when you jump, you can climb up to the board. Even though there were some sharp rocks, there was a lot of sand! I was excited to jump, but I was also a little bit scared. It was my second time swimming outside of the swimming pool. When I first went in, it was super cold! I already came to the lake once with my little sister, mom, dad, and my grandparents. We had 2 floaties. This time, I went with my friends and family. One of my friends had a small, white, super cute dog. The dog is 14 human years old.
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			My swimsuit was white with black letters saying “Swimming Vibes”. I had orange shorts. The lake was humongous. At the end of the lake was some land with lots of pine trees on it. The lake was very calm, and our rental home was next to it. It was in the afternoon, and the sun was shining up high.
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When I reached the board, I climbed up the ladder slowly. When I reached the top, I slowly started to stand up. It was really wobbly. My other friends jumped. I was super-duper scared. I took a deep breath, but I couldn’t jump because I was too scared. The water looked super deep and dark. Then, I counted to 3. 1, 2, 3! I held my breath and I jumped. After I climbed up the ladder, I wanted to do it again! And again, and again. When our parents called us, we swam slowly back, ready for a warm shower. My sister and her friend were making a sand castle. It was a circle with a moat thing around it. I put on my crocs and went to the rental house near the sand. My water shoes were a bit sandy, so I ran back to wash them in the shiny water.
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			We walked to the house we were staying in. I was shivering, even though I had a towel. After I took a shower, I went to the room. In the house, we rented for us and our friends. For lunch, we had some sandwiches. Afterwards, we played until dinner. We played stuff like tag and hide-and-seek. After dinner, we slept in our warm bed. I slept on a bunk bed on the top. I dreamed I was jumping into the dark, cold water of the square board and breathing underwater with my favorite mythical animals, dragons. One of the dragons asked me to ride on her. She explained her name was Autumn. We rode around the whole world on her back! I saw deserts, forests, mountains, seas, plains, grasslands, savannas, and the animals that live there too! Finally, we reached Pine Mountain Lake again. 

She asked, “Did you like it?”

“Yes!” I replied. Then I woke up and swam in the lake again.
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			                                                            About the Author

          Anika is a rising 4th grader. This is her first published book. She likes reading, ice cream, and animals. Her favorite animal is a peregrine falcon and her favorite color is light green. She is 8 years old and her favorite movie is Zootopia. She also loves video games and watching TV. She hopes that you face your fears and never give up.
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