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			PROLOGUE

The team of magical creatures was sent on a mission to find the- no...Asha (a phoenix), Smoke (a dragon), Comet (a starfox), Star (a dragonet), and Seafire (a hatchling) forgot who they were trying to catch. A spell that could only be cast once was cast on them. The spell caused them to forget the one they were trying to defeat. Along their journey, they met Ashix, who was cursed so she only had one life. Usually, phoenixes rebirth 1,000 times before turning to a golden wisp of ash and smoke forever. Now it's up to Asha, Smoke (Asha's mentor), Comet (Asha's apprentice), Star (Smoke's daughter), Seafire, and Ashix to stop the darkest evil....

Ch. 1: Fear

Smoke and ash filled the night...WHAM! WHOOSH! I lunged out of my fireball. It exploded into ash. I told myself I was Asha- everything would be all right. 
"THE TWO DRAGON EGGS!" I shouted.
I shot out of my Inferno-morphosis cave.
"ROAR!"
Something pounced on the midnight-purple dragon egg. CRASH!
"No!" I screamed.
It's too late, I thought. The attacker slashed at the egg. Bits of shell splattered Asha. He glanced at her and growled. He saw the purple piece of eggshell on her glowing, orange feathers and his eyes went wide.
"No! It's the wrong one! Ahh...yes...this is the one..." he hissed.
He flexed his claws and raised his arm, ready to slash the last egg. Time seemed to slow down. Without thinking, I lunged at the creature. I let flames envelope me. I clawed at air for what seemed like eternity. Then, I felt my claws make contact.
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			But, before I could dig my claws in, the ground shook violently. Then, the ground split. C-crack! I just settled for a long slash.
"Aarrghh!" the creature roared.
Lava spurted from the ground. The creature dropped the egg and limped away. I realized that I had slashed his or her leg. Before the egg hit the ground, I caught it. Then, the volcano erupted. Lava everywhere.
"Aah! Ugh! Ow Argh! Yowch!" I screamed.
Lave splashed my wings and tail. I tried to dodge the lava. Then, the dragon hatched. To my horror, a drop of lave landed on the hatchling's wing. SIZZLE...SZZ... it shrieked--Asha shot up and panted.
"Asha? ah, good to see you awake. Another nightmare, I presume?" Smoke smiled.
"More of a memory, Smoke," Asha panted. "About Seafire and the volcano and that creepy dude that gives me the heebie-jeebies?" asked, nudging Seafire softly with her snout.
"Y-yes," Asha stammered.

"Let's go. Staying at Goldrop Forest is kinda dumb. There's barely any prey to catch. Anyways, its already dawn. We've gotta go find the mysterious lake!" Asha exclaimed.
"OK," Asha grinned.
Then, they set off flying. Asha carried Seafire. Her stomach lurched as she remembered the shadowy figure and huffed out a puff of smoke. A sea of hatred bubbled up inside her. The tips of her wings erupted in flames. I will find that creature...whatever it takes! She thought. The anger boiled up and Asha sighed.
"Don't get all worked up about it, Asha," Smoke said sympathetically. "Yeah," Asha groaned. She looked around and something caught her eye. It shimmered like glass. "Guys, follow me! There's something strange!" Asha yelled. They turned left and arrived at Crystal Cavern.
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			Chapter 2:

On the wall at the back of the cave, engraved symbols glowed faintly. Before it was a letter addressed to Smoke. Asha reached for it, but before she got two inches away from it, a coral-colored, semi-sphere forcefield appeared. It vibrated and blasted Asha away. "Smoke, come!" Asha yelled. Smoke darted into the cave, dragging Star behind her. Then, Smoke dashed toward the letter and pulled it out. What? How did she get through the forcefield? Asha thought. "My mom's magic," Smoke said, as if reading her mind. "Look, read it!"

Dear Smoke,
If you're reading this, just know that you can do this. I know you're trying to find the one who banished me. He's very powerful. The 17th symbol shows where the lake will appear next. Press it. Take the yellow crystal and put it in a bag. Make sure no light shines on it. It only functions in the light. Search the trees. Take the clear leaf. Put it in the bag and dump both of the objects in the same place. Goodbye, my dearest daughter. I think he's coming now. I have always loved you. And I always will. I believe in you.

Then, it ended. Smoke was in tears. "Let's go," she said in a hoarse voice. They got the crystal, put it in a bag, and pressed the 17th symbol. A flash of Clearfrost Forest appeared. They started toward the entrance but something blocked them. A dark gray and dusty yellow dragon slowly flapped up.
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			"Sssmoke..." he hissed. Smoke froze and pushed Star back. Asha gave Seafire to Ashix and put Star next to Comet. "Ssssmoke," the dragon hissed again. Smoke narrowed her eyes at him and conjured a drawstring bag. Asha took it and gave it to Ashix, who put Seafire in it. They seemed to have psychic powers. Smoke's doing. Asha put it around her neck and picked Star up. Asha and Comet stepped forward and the dragon slashed at Smoke. The slash was fast and swift like a cheetah. Smoke's snout had a fast. Asha screamed. "Clawdust?" Smoke asked. "Yes," he replied. He looked at Star. "Hello, daughter."

Chapter 3: Revenge

Then. The legendary daughter of Stonewind the Ultiumate burst out of her bag and raised her tail. Sea and Fire, Stone and Wind, Plants and Stars.... all joined together to make one venomous strike. He staggered back, a limp in his walk. No, it can't be! Asha thought. Shock zapped through her like lightning. Asha grabbed Seafire by the tail and with a reluctant "Merp!" stopped her blast. "You! You- You are the worst dragon in the world!" Asha yelled. "Oh, I remember you. You nearly died from that volcano. You know, it's a shame you didn't," he said scowling. "I can't believe it. Clawdust, you were the one who smashed all those eggs? You- you were the one who cursed Star?" Smoke gasped. "Yes," he said. "Wait, since when was I cursed?" Star asked wide-eyed. Smoke replied, "Your so-called father cursed you so couldn't control or create stars, I- I never told you because I thought would go after him and endanger yourself by doing so. I'm sorry, Star. I would never be so careless of your curse. I- I--"
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			"Mother... Don't worry, I forgive you. As for this toad-faced, slug-brained, bucket of hippo blubber, you're paying for this. You're not my father! Smoke is better than a father. You-- you're just baloney!" Star growled. She pounced on his tail and Clawdust roared with agony/ The massive dragon picked her up and threw her to the ground. "Star!" Smoke yelled. She roared and wrestled with him. Asha pulled on his giant horns and he thrashed his tail wildly. Comet bit Clawdust's leg and he swatted her away with his tail.  She fell to the floor and groaned weakly. Smoke was getting older and weaker and so were her powers. Seafire was asleep and Ashix was shielding her from Clawdust.

Now, it was up to Asha to save her friends. She was enveloped in flames. She focused all her anger toward Clawdust. She felt ready to melt his scales. No, I'm not that kind of phoenix, Asha thought, but those poor dragons in those eggs didn't deserve to die! She channeled all her fire energy to her claws. She pressed her claws on Clawdust's side. His scales burned. Asha looked at him. He howled with pain. She looked at her claws and removed them. "Mercy?" Clawdust asked softly. 

Suddenly, a bright light filled the room. "Smoke? Star!" he cried. His eyes turned lighter, his dark gray scales turned grayish silver, his yellow scales turned gold, and he had a wild smile on his face. He had been brainwashed. He winced as the pain of the burn, bite, and scratches soaked in. "Go find Aqua and Streak to fix you up. We'll join you later. Stay safe, Clawdust," Smoke said kindly.
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			"OK, bye guys! See you all later! Good luck!" Clawdust called over his shoulder as he flew away. "Next stop, Clearfrost Forest!" proclaimed Star.

Chapter 4: Revealed

Ashix held onto Seafire, Asha held Star and Smoke held Comet. They flew for four hours, rested, then flew for three more. Finally, they arrived at Clearfrost Forest. They searched the trees for the one clear leaf. SHING! The shimmering Lake appeared. They searched frantically for the clear leaf. A shimmer caught Asha's eye. Was it the clear leaf? Asha thought desperately. It... wasn't. Star bounded up next to Asha. "No!" Asha yelled. Then, everything went dark.

"I am Queen Scorcher! Your answer to me!" a booming voice echoed throughout the forest. Asha woke up with a jolt. "Hello, phoenix. I am Queen Scorcher. I brainwashed Clawdust. All for Seafire. Where is she?" Scorcher roared. She stormed out of the room. "Star!" Asha yelled. "I'm up!" Star shouted. Suddenly, Asha was reading Smoke's mind. We found it. We did it. My mom will rescue you two. Smoke performed more soul magic. Now, Asha could see everything. The lake appeared two times... BOOM! An explosion as big as five Queen Scorchers. Scorcher was massive. After the explosion subsided, in flashing scarlet and gold letters spelled: "Queen Scorcher". Then, Asha's sight returned to her.
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			Chapter 5: End or Beginning?

Chains held Asha and Star down to the ground. Poker her head out, Smoke-- but bigger now-- appeared. "Star?" she asked. "Grandma!" Star cried. "Shh... Keep it down. I'm not supposed to be here. We escaped and came for you two," Darkburst whispered hurriedly. "We?" Asha repeated. "Me and Stonewind!" Darkburst announced. Stonewind and Darkburst used very powerful magic to unlock Asha and Star's chains. They replaced Asha and Star with stuffed animals. Then, they escaped the dungeon and fought past all the guards. Then, they heard roaring. Suddenly, they were face to face with Queen Scorcher.

TO BE CONTINUED...
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