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				"Mango, look! I'm finally flying!" Flame laughed.
	"Good job, Flame," Mango encouraged.
	Flame was a Silk Margon, which is a little leopard with dragon wings. Mango was a Hamswer, a hamster with shark fins. The both called the Silk Margon colony in the Rainforest home. 
	"Now that I can fly, we can explore the forest together!" Flame whisper-yelled.
	"Great idea!" Mango exclaimed.

	One day, Papaya, another Margon exclaimed "Margons! There are no more fruits on the trees or fish in the river for us to eat."  
	At that moment, Flame got scared. But he knew what to do.
	" I'm going to have to leave now.", Flame told the colony that night.
	"Flame. Are you sure you can do this?" Flame's mom asked.
	"Yes.", Flame assured as he flew off with Mango on his back into the cold, moonless night.
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				Suddenly, it began to rain. Then, lightning started flashing. 
	"FLAME! WE NEED TO LAND!" Mango bellowed over squawks, roars and splashes. Flame tried hard, but an emergent tree knocked him down into the raging rapids.
	

	Hamswers could breathe underwater, but Margons could not. Flame felt himself go under the intense currents.
	"There's no going back now," Flame thought. "These could be the last moments of my life."


	Eventually, the river pushed Flame where it became so slow, he could fly out of the water. He felt no hesitation to do so.
	Flame and Mango had been underwater for at least half an hour, yet managed to stay together. Flame rocketed out of the river and took what seemed like endless breaths.
	Mango was on shore, digging a den for both of them to sleep in.
	Flame found himself realizing the beauty of the rainforest around him. Toucans and Parrots called and others echoed. It smelled of night blooms like ghost orchids and jasmine surrounded the den. You could easily hear the buzzing and flapping of insects while birds of paradise put on eerie displays in the moonlight. 
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			Sleepily, Flame yawned and fell sound asleep. Mango woke Flame up at sunrise. They'd both gotten seven hours of sleep.
"Mango, we just survived getting dunked in a river by a tree, spraying underwater for thirty minute, and spending the night alone," Flame marveled.
"We're going home, now," Mango demanded, before adding, "I've seen the river. It's full of fish."
As Flame took off to find a way home, his wing scratched a tree.
"Ow!" The tree yelped.
"Why are you talking?" Flame asked in horror.
"None of your business, though I've heard you need to find the Silk Margon colony. I bear a map,"  Tree instructed.


"Thank you, Mango replied as he hopped onto Flame.
"Pro-tip! Fly above the trees!" Tree bellowed.
Flame did what the tree said without any questioning or hesitation. The fly back was unremarkable and quite predictable, other than Flame and Mango seeing the forest from above for the first time. It was very beautiful.
"This is seeing our home in a completely different way," Mango remarked.
All Flame could think about was how hungry he was. He hadn't eaten in two days.
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			When Flame and Mango got home, they were both greeted by Flame's mother who gave them heaps of delicious food. Then, the colony settled down and resumed what they had been doing before, like nothing had ever happened, but Mango and Flame knew that they would never forget the adventure that they went on together!
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	Kaeten lives in California with his parents and his brother. He doesn't have a pet, but he wants one.
	Kaeten loves diving his nose into books about history, biology, and Fantasy. He also likes gymnastics and swimming.
	Kaeten was inspired to write this book when he thought of Margons lying awake in his bed and hopes Flame's Journey Home will teach you the value of others and to think before you act.
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