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           Struggle Free

By Angela L.


			

		

	
		
			My heart was pumping like crazy. I checked the clock.
"4:53! I had no time to waste. The teacher would be here any second and I was standing here, worried.''	
 I thought, nervously. Each second ticked closer to... MY TEST. 
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			Then the door creaked open. I jumped in surprise, but it was only someone named Freyna. It opened again, but it wasn't important. Our teacher entered and clapped her hands. It surprised me. She filled us in about the test but I didn't listen. My friend Christine wasn't here, and she enrolled for this test,which means, if she's absent, she won't be in my team, or any team. This day had gone WAY worse than I expected. 
"Anika Chen! Pay attention!"
I snapped out of my thought. I was still really WORRIED. "As I was saying, BLAH BRAH BRALH BLARH..." C-CREEAK SKREACH!(the door should definitely get oiled.) Guess who walked in?
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			No one! The wind just blew it open! But, a head peeked in. That head belonged to my friend Christine! I was so relieved to see her. "Sorry -huff-huff- I'm late. "She huffed. "This is your own time you're wa-Wha-WATCHOO! Mrs. Elena sneezed. "Oh my! -sniff- Close that -sniff-door!"She exclaimed. This time it didn't creek.It  screeched. The sound rang in my ears. " Since every-sniff- body is -sniff- here, we will sta-A- Aaa-AA-choo.  Loads of phews and aaaahs filled the room. I looked at my feet. Wait- " where are my SHOES?!?!" I wanted to scream. 
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			One hour passed in a blink. I stuck my back and front rollover, but I completely slipped on my front limber. But when Christine and Freyna both fell, I felt slightly better. But I got very concerned that I would fail just by looking at Advalin and Adalen were as graceful as a swan, while I'm an ugly duck. They were as light as a bird, while I was a heavy elephant. They- I think you get what I mean.
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			"Advalin!  Come! Next, Adalen! Alissa! Anika! Blah Blah..."
I shuffled to the line. I heard all of their scores. 
"Advalin, very good! 97%! Adalen, great job! 99%!" 
I swallowed hard. Advalin and Adalen are both the best people in class, and only five more people - now three more people could join. There are five people joining. But then, it was my turn. I almost peed my tights. 
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			"Anika, try harder!"
This was it. 
This was my second year of this program and my first year was fun! We got to find out about costumes, stayed up late for showcases and much more! But if I can't get into a team this year, I would miss ALL the competitions and plane trips, but mostly, the fun and my friends. You don't know how worried I was!
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			I began to convince myself that I would get into a team somehow, but I couldn't think of anything that would cover my BEMEKA (Big Embarrassing Mistake Everyone Knows About). 
My heart pumped into my mouth. 
"At least I tried my best! I would do this!" I thought to myself.
"You will do this!" Christine whispered. 
Then, I thought about all my successes and I felt good. The teacher opened her mouth.


			

		

	
		
			I began to convince myself that I would get into a team somehow, but I couldn't think of anything that would cover my BEMEKA (Big Embarrassing Mistake Everyone Knows About). 
My heart pumped into my mouth. 
"At least I tried my best! I would do this!" I thought to myself.
"You will do this!" Christine whispered. 
Then, I thought about all my successes and I felt good. The teacher opened her mouth.


			

		

	
		
			"70%," the teacher said. 
I rushed to the bathroom. A rush of relief fell over me as I sat. When I finally found Caroline, she squeaked, "OMG! I'm also in!"
I smiled. My heart was pumping like crazy! I couldn't wait for next semester!
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			Angela is apparently 8 years old and is a proud student. Her favorite color is purple, while her favorite ice cream flavor is vanilla and her favorite food is kimchi sushi. She hopes to be an art and/or dance teacher and to be happy. Angela's passions are two arts: art (just normal) and performing arts. She loves performing arts!
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