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			Max and Zoey were driving in the woods at sunrise. They were distracted by the pretty and colorful sky, so they did not see the golden tree on the side of the road. 

Their car hit the tree, and Max and Zoey got out feeling hopeless. Zoey looked hard at the tree, and saw that it was glowing where they hit it! Max backed the car up, and when they looked inside the hole, they saw a beautiful kingdom full of animals! 

“Wow, it is so beautiful in there!” Max exclaimed.

“I agree, what should we do?” Zoey asked.

“Should we go in? I think we could explore.”

“Let’s go! It could be fun!”
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			Feeling nervous and excited to explore, the two friends stepped into the tree. They saw lots of animals going through the gate towards the castle and they had to cross over a moat to get inside.

Max and Zoey saw a tower so tall, they couldn’t stop looking at it. They didn’t even see the rabbit in front of them before they ran into her.

“Excuse me,” Zoey said, “How do we get to the castle?”

“AAAAAAHHHHH!!!” The rabbit screamed, “You can’t be here, you have to hide!”

“Why?” Max asked.

“Humans can’t be inside the kingdom, it’s illegal! The King and Queen will eat you!”

Zoey screamed. She was so scared.

“Shhh…” the rabbit hushed, “they’ll hear you!”
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			Then, an angry hummingbird appeared, and took them straight to the King and Queen before they had a chance to hide. 

Max and Zoey begged, but Yakup the hummingbird did not care.

Inside the throne room, they saw King Kion and Queen Anubia. They looked furious!

Queen Anubia said, “you are going to the dungeon until we decide to eat you, humans!”

“Guards!” King Kion roared, “take them to the dungeon!”

The two panda guards took their arms and brought them to the dungeon inside of the tall tower. Max and Zoey were getting worried.
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			It was rotten and smelly in the dungeon. It was so hot.

“How are we going to get out of here?” Max cried.

“BE QUIET!” The panda guard roared, turning to them.

“Please tell us when we’re going to be eaten?” They both asked.

“NO WAY.” The other panda guard stomped.

Max looked behind the panda guards and saw an elephant across the dungeon hallway. She was sneakily moving her trunk through the bars to steal the keys! She let herself out of the cell, and kicked the panda guard out of the window!
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			“Good job, Emily!” She said to herself, and went to unlock Max and Zoey’s cell. 

They tiptoed out of their cell, and Max body slammed the other panda guard out of the window, who was crying like a crybaby.

Emily let all the other animals out of their cells. They all snuck out of the dungeon.

Emily leaned over and said, “I can give you a piggy back ride out to the portal!”

They all ran to the hole in the tree.

“Thank you so much!” Zoey said. “Are you going to come with us?”

“No, I can’t go.” Emily said, sadly.

“Why not?” Max asked.

“The King and Queen put a magic spell on the tree that makes it so that the animals can’t leave. It’s a rule.”
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			That was sad to hear. 

“I’m sorry,” Max and Zoey said, “that you can’t leave the tree.”

“It’s okay,” Emily said.

Then, they heard a noise. It was the King and Queen. 

“Hey! You can’t leave!” They yelled.

“I’m so sorry, I can’t leave, but you can before they catch us again. Goodbye.”

As Max and Zoey went back through the portal, they saw Emily getting dragged back to the dungeon.

Zoey and Max felt sorry as they got back in their car and kept driving home. They hoped Emily would be okay.

THE END.
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			This ebook was written by a 1st grade group of campers at Mister Lemur’s Adventures in Writing Camp. These young writers hail from Southern California and they are between the ages of 5 and 6 years old. 

When they are not writing, these authors enjoy doing a variety of things like playing outside, watching tv, and music. 

The inspiration for this story came from our love of animals and nature. These funny authors had a wonderful time making this adventurous book.
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