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			 	It was a cold afternoon in winter when I heard a siren sounding noise. I heard a door closing, and then another. I crept out my cardboard box to see what it was, and then I saw it! The poachers were back for me again! I scattered to the nearest tree and pounced on the branch. I landed on a bush next to a flower and jumped on top of it. Their siren was right behind me. I jumped into the river where they lost me. I was the last deerfox left. All my family and friends were taken by the poachers, and me, Twig, was left alone, deep in the forest, in a card board box in a cold wet winter. Anyways, I doggie paddled a bit to the left, and got out when suddenly, "GOT'CHYA!"

	I opened my eyes to find my paws in chains, droplets of water in a bowl, and my fur drenched by the river. I got caught. How could I escape? Where am I? Why do my paws hurt? Right then, one of the opened my cage door, but I couldn't escape because they had put chains on me. They picked me up and put me on a scale. Then, they brought out a shot, they stuck it in me so I whimpered and screeched but then, slap! One of the poachers hit me to shut my mouth, it hurt.
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				After that , they gave me 5 grams of meat. It was not that much and I was still hungry. That night had thunder and lightning rumbling pretty loud, loud enough that the poachers woke up in their house,
	"We should test the deerfox more!" the first poacher insisted.
	"Lets do it in the yard!" the second poacher replied.
	"First of all, there is thunder and lightning out there, second of all, it will escape!!!" the first poacher sneered. So he picked me up and weighed me again. They did another shot, I whined, but right as the poacher was about to hit me again,they heard a knock.

	"Who in the world knocks in 12am in the morning!?!"  He demanded
He told his partner to hide the evidence and opened the door.
	"Good evening," spoke the cop at the door.
	"Oh-um, hi." Stammered the poacher.
	The cop asked, " is there anything you may be hiding,  like something illegal?"
	"No! Of course not!" Gulped the poacher "Why would you think that?"
	"Because some of the houses nearby have seen you guys bring in some things that has not been seen before. Is that true?" Asked the cop.
	"Nope. Nothing here," the second poacher trembled.
	The cop responded, "Okay then." And left out the door.
	The two poachers both sighed. They too, went outside to go to their home, with an umbrella to sleep and left me here while it was only drizzling now.
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				I was thinking of how to escape like a thief in the night, then, it came to me! I could pick the lock with my antlers! But how would I break the chains on my paws? I tried biting them, but it was metal and would not break. What should I do, what should I do, what should I do! But I was tired. I'll think of something tomorrow, I need to sleep.
	"Bark!" I woke up from my scary dream; I was on a tree next to my mom and dad and suddenly the poachers came! I got separated  from my parents because I was about to get caught but they sacrificed themselves for me to run to the bush. I watched my friends getting taken away too. It actually happened to me. Then I woke up.

	I got an idea! I could put my paws over my antlers and break free! So I stood on my back legs and broke free but my paws still had chains on them. Then, I tried picking the lock with my antlers. I couldn't see where my antlers were because my eyes were not able to look at the lock, or the antlers.  But after about 30 seconds, it went in! I twisted and turned. I thought. It wouldn't work but then, it did! I jumped out and shook the extra chains off. Suddenly, the door creaked open with the poachers out there.
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				Wha-hey! What are you doing out of your cage!" Roared the poacher like a boar. 
He tried to grab me! Too bad I dodged it and ran out the door into the river and this time I went straight and got out. I saw paradise. There were fruits everywhere and soft grass that you could sleep on! It was so nice, I lived there for as long as I could remember.

The end!!!
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			Yuri is currently 10 years old. Her favorite hobbies are rock climbing, ice skating, and hanging out with her friends. She hopes her reader liked her story. Her hidden talent is that she can fit through small spaces and she's really good at hide and seek.
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