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			To The Lemur Library

Prologue

	Ever since I was born in 2013, I have never done any speaking competitions. Instead, I had done piano competitions and math competitions. I have never done any language arts competitions either and I had no experience with speaking, which led to this event.
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				About three months ago, my mom forced me to enter for my first ever speaking competition. She told me, “This is your first time doing this, but I believe in you!” I was REALLY nervous. There was no way out of it, so I had to train for two weeks.
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				It took me three days just to memorize the speech and I was ready to give up by then. It then took me another week to memorize all the movements given to me by my mom. My mom had even called on a special assistant to help.
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				For the last four days I practiced. I practiced a lot in front of my dad and mom, and once in front of my sixty-five-year old grandparents on a video call (They live in China). I saw that my parents did not think I was improving.
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				After all that training, the day of the competition came. The room was colorful with balloons. My parents exclaimed, “You can do this!” I was nervous onstage with two judges and an audience watching but I had to do it. I took a deep breath and began speaking. Once I finished, I went offstage and people applauded. I was relieved that it was over, but I was also excited and curious about the results. My mom told me, “You could have done better though.” 
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				That story showed that just because it is your first time doing something does not mean it won’t be successful. I took that lesson away and hoped that I would get more chances in life to use it.

	This is just one of many vast places you can use this lesson; in fact, this is true to every life lesson in the world. Use your imagination, and you will find vast opportunities to use these life lessons.

The End

	A week later, the results came out. I was surprised and happy to see that I got 2nd place! I got a metal, a certificate, compliments from my family, and most important of all, happiness myself. I got a series of compliments from my family, “You did good!” “The entry fee was worth it!”
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			About the author

	Eric is a rising 5th grader, and he will be starting 5th grade in August. His favorite food is pizza with no pepperoni, sausage, or pepper. He hopes that he will grow more and more interest in chemistry. His hidden talent is that he can memorize the periodic table as well as fully understand it.

Thank you for reading and goodbye!
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