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			Most people think practice makes perfect, but it actually makes progress.

It was a loud, sunny morning. Tim was playing tetherball for the first time. A minute into the game, he leaped confidently for the soft, colorful ball.  Suddenly, his tummy hit the white, hard rope! “I’ll never get good at tetherball.” he sighed quietly. “Everyone has figured it out, but I have not… yet.”
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			The next time he played, he couldn’t even touch the ball! He tried to leap for the ball, but he couldn’t get a clean slap on it. He felt frustrated all over again. He thought to himself, “I can’t do this, I cannot improve, this is impossible, I can’t do anything.”

He couldn’t even practice since tetherball was such a popular game and everyone would hog the court. He also couldn’t practice at home because he does not have a pole and his parents won’t let him have one. He also couldn’t come up with any good moves for the same reason!
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			All of this irritated him again and again until he met Tommy, another tetherball player who offered to train him! He also looked just like him! Tim gladly accepted with a very happy and loud “Yes!”
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			He practiced with Tommy for a long time and Tim even got more time to practice because tetherball became less popular! It also became more quiet so he could focus! Because he had a lot of time, he also came up with a lot of good moves!

Then he kept practicing until tetherball became popular again. When he challenged people in games then, he was a lot better! He also got the nice feel of the ball a lot and won a lot too! However, he started really close to losing. He even needed the ball to go back and forth 5 times for him to win once!
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			He also beat the #1 player 3 times! Whenever Tim beat the #1 player, he would yell a huge “Yes!”

[image: ]

			

		

	
		
			He also beat the #1 player 3 times! Whenever Tim beat the #1 player, he would yell a huge “Yes!”

[image: ]

			

		

	
		
			As he walked happily and quickly home, Tim had learned the lesson he had learned a lot of times and is now certain is true: “Practice makes progress.”
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			William is a boy 5th grader. His favorite subject is math. He hopes to become a computer programmer and his hidden talent is folding origami and piano.
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