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			Dedicated to all chess players out there, like me
A. A.
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	Have you ever felt stressed, nervous, or anxious? Victo definitely has. This time, Victo was anxious because of the chess final he had to compete in. He nervously looked at his watch, and saw that it still said it was December 9th.
	Time was ticking, he thought. He couldn’t believe he got to the final. However, his opponent, Gerald, always beat or tied with him every time they played. Victo clenched his teeth and told himself, ”One more hour, one more hour.” Soon after, the after school teacher told everyone to go to room 28 for the chess tournament.
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				Victo was practically going insane under the stress. Gerald, his opponent, smiled and told him, “You are going down!” Victo was worried about the game, but his friend, Andres, whispered to him and told him not to worry. “He’s just trying to stress you out so he can beat you! Don’t let him do that, okay dude?” “Yeah,” Victo replied. He was ready.

	Soon enough, it was time to start. “Get ready for the finals, everyone!” Yelled the teacher into the microphone. Gerald and Victo quickly scurried out of sight and went backstage to get ready.
	Before they knew it, the school teacher called them up. “Here are the finalists!” He said. The curtain went up, revealing Victo and Gerald.
	In front of them, there was a big chess set all set up with the classical chess timer. The crowd cheered in excitement.

Chapter 2

[image: ]

			

		

	
		
				Victo was practically going insane under the stress. Gerald, his opponent, smiled and told him, “You are going down!” Victo was worried about the game, but his friend, Andres, whispered to him and told him not to worry. “He’s just trying to stress you out so he can beat you! Don’t let him do that, okay dude?” “Yeah,” Victo replied. He was ready.

	Soon enough, it was time to start. “Get ready for the finals, everyone!” Yelled the teacher into the microphone. Gerald and Victo quickly scurried out of sight and went backstage to get ready.
	Before they knew it, the school teacher called them up. “Here are the finalists!” He said. The curtain went up, revealing Victo and Gerald.
	In front of them, there was a big chess set all set up with the classical chess timer. The crowd cheered in excitement.

Chapter 2

[image: ]

			

		

	
		
			Chapter 3

	“We are gonna flip a coin to figure out who is playing which color,” the teacher explained. He threw the coin up into the air while everyone watched. Victo stammered, ”Uh...uh h.. heads?” Finally, the coin fell to the floor, and it was tails.
	“Noooooo,” Victo said, upset. Gerald looked at him smugly and rudely stated, “I will be black, so that Victo can start. He needs the help because he’s so bad at chess!”
	Whew! Victo wanted to be white, so he was relieved, but a little hurt at what Gerald had said.

But he didn’t have time to think about it, because the teacher soon exclaimed, “The game is starting! 3...2...1.... GO!” Victo pushed his pawn forward. Was this a good way to start? He wouldn’t know until later. After a while, Gerald made an aggressive move.
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			Chapter 4

	“Whoa! That was aggressive,” remarked Victo. “Are you going to resign?” Joked Gerald. “No!” Victo fumed. “Check!” called Gerald.
	“Push the pawn,” thought Victo each time it was his turn. After a few moves, he lost his queen, the strongest piece in the game! “Arrrgghh” he mumbled.
	“Give up?” Gerald teased. Victo ignored him as he flushed in embarrassment. As the game continued, it was looking better and better for Victo.
	Time moved slower, and Victo closed his eyes. He saw a vision that Gerald was laughing because he won and Victo felt ashamed. He couldn’t let that happen.

	Gerald was beating Victo using the rolling rooks checkmate strategy. However, Gerald accidentally pushed his rook too close to Victo’s king, allowing Victo to capture Gerald’s rook. This ruined the strategy Gerald was using.
	“Luck,” grumbled Gerald. Victo then promoted his pawn to a queen. His queen quickly captured Gerald’s other rook. Now, Gerald only had his king.
	Victo then remembered the king queen and king checkmate strategy. He used it and he won! He beat Gerald! “Nooooooooo!” Gerald cried. Victo got 1st place and won the big trophy. After he won, Victo’s friends also threw him a giant party!
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	So, how does a beginner beat an advanced player in chess? By using luck. Luck, skill, and strategy, but mainly luck.						

The End
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			About the Author

	Amazing Andrew is a space expert. His favorite science is astronomy. He hopes he will be an astronomer when he grows up, not an astronaut (because astronauts have a higher chance of dying, and because he likes to breathe fresh air). His hidden talent is knowing fun facts about space that the average adult doesn’t know.
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