
		
			[image: ]

			

		

	
		
			Tom was a very nice little mouse. He was living very happily, but suddenly over supper... "We're going to move!" Declared Tom's dad, Richard. "Why?" asked Tom."Because," said Tom's mom Emma as she shook her head sadly."The humans are going to cut the trees down, it's not safe anymore." "But I don't want to move!" cried Tom,(who was very confused.) "I'm afraid we'll have to."said Richard sadly. "Just go to bed Tom," sighed Emma. "We'll figure it out." "Your mom is right." said Richard.

A week later, Tom, Richard, and Emma were loading their heavy bags into the back of their wooden wagon."Where are we going to live now, dad?"questioned Tom. "In the forest near the north." replied Richard."Wow!" shouted Tom.
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			An hour later, they had arrived at the house."It looks so nice!" gasped Emma. And it really did, it was a nicely shaped mushroom with neatly polished windows."Come on Iris." said Tom as he gently tugged his pet ladybug. As they approached the house, Richard gently pushed the door open. Tom dashed past his parents yelling "Where's my room?!" "Slow down!"said Emma chuckling, "Here's your room." "Woooooooow." said Tom in awe.
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			"You can put Iris on the dresser." said Richard, (who had just came in.) "Okay dad." replied Tom
as he lowered Iris onto the smooth wooden dresser. "I'm going to say hello to the neighbors." declared Emma. "I'm going to unpack." said Richard. "I'm going to explore the house." cried Tom. "Be careful!" Emma warned, as she left. "I will." said Tom absentmindedly. "Alright, well those bags won't unpack themselves!" declared Richard as he marched down the stairs. "Well Iris what do you want to d..." he stammered at a loss for words. "Iris? Iris! Where are you?!" he cried out. The ladybug was not in her tank.  

Two hours later the family was sitting down at the table in utter silence. "We could talk about this over some food." suggested Emma, breaking the silence. She got up and went to open the nut jar.  
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			But all of a sudden there was a scream and a crash and then Emma yelled "Tom! Richard! You have to see this!" Tom and Richard ran over in a hurry shouting "What happened?!" "I-it's Iris!" Emma gasped. The ladybug was standing in the middle of the remains of the jar looking shaken but unharmed. "Iris!" yelled Tom, as he rushed to scoop her up from the shattered jar. He carefully brought her upstairs into her tank to let her rest. Then he went back downstairs to finish his food. 
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			Three weeks later Tom woke up to feed Iris , but when he poured it out for her she barely touched it. "Iris? Time to play?" Asked Tom, concerned. Iris reluctantly allowed Tom to lift her out of her tank. Worried, Tom took her to his mother hoping she'd know what to do. "Hmmm." said Emma as she examined Iris. "Maybe she should go and get some more sleep." said Emma. "Alright mom." said Tom "But I'm worried to the tip of my tail." He walked upstairs to put her to bed. In the morning Iris would not get out of bed.  So when he lifted the roof of the tank to get a better look he saw Iris sitting alongside a dozen eggs. "Mom! Dad! You have to see this!" yelled Tom. "Wow!" Said Richard. "Congrats!" Said Emma. Tom beamed, but Iris smiled the brightest of them all. 																		
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			Everly is the author of this book. She is a sister. Her favorite animal is a hedgehog. She hopes to get a rabbit. Everly's hidden talent is that she can read really fast.
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