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				In the summer of 3013, I had the opportunity to be home by myself for a week. My parents were going out of town with my sister to watch her dance recitals. I could not wait to sit back, relax, and enjoy my week. My parents left me a debit card to use to buy food.
	"Bye," my family told me as they left.

	As soon as they left, I ordered tons of sweets, a water slide going into the pool, and lots of video games. I thought this week would be great. Boy, was I wrong.

	When I bought a packet of gum at 7-Eleven, the cashier asked where my parents were. I told her they were at home. 
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				When I got back home, the phone started ringing.

	"Hello?" I asked.
	
	"I am your neighbor and I was wondering why there is a waterslide in your backyard."

	I quickly changed my tone of voice and told him, "It was for my son, Everett."

	He answered okay as he hung up but he still sounded unsure. My heart was pounding and sweat trickled down the side of my forehead. I was so frightened that someone would find out that I was home alone for a week and call the cops. I knew I had to step up the charades and be more careful with my purchases.

	The next day, I headed to the store to buy groceries. I bought microwaveable meals and a 6-pack of Cherry Coke. I made sure to self-checkout to avoid any interactions with the workers. 

	At home I made microwaveable pasta and cracked open a can of Cherry Coke. I relaxed on the couch and tried to forget about the troubles I had these past few days.
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				The next day, I stayed at home all day and played video games. During a game, the doorbell rang and I scrambled outside to see who was at the door. There was a UPS delivery man standing outside. He stated that I needed to pay for a package. I pulled out my card and inserted it into the machine. The screen flashed red and the words shown filled me with a sense of dread. It showed access denied. I panicked and put it in again. This time it flashed, "Balance = 0."  I told the man that there was a mistake and I didn't order the package. As he left I knew one thing. My life was over.

	I quickly ransacked the house for valuables. The only thing I could come up with was an old vase that appeared to be made out of plastic. I rushed to the collectibles store looking to buy  sports packs and find rare cards in them to sell. There was only one problem. I had to use my own pitiful allowance to pay for it.

	I bought as much as I could, which was only 5 packs. The first one had nothing of value. Neither did the second or third one. The fourth changed greatly though. There was a holographic Babe Ruth rookie card. I felt super elated. I might have a chance at earning the card's balance back!  Since I had such good luck on that pack, I opened the last one. I couldn't believe my eyes. There was a rookie Michael Jordan and Kobe Bryant card in the pack. I quickly looked up the value of the cards and the combined value made my jaw drop. The total price of the cards together was just about over 30 million dollars! I sold the cards to the store owner as fast as lightning.
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				I raced to the bank on my bike but I was stopped when a man came out of nowhere running straight at me. I didn't realize what was happening until he made a grab for my backpack. I evaded him swiftly and raced to the bank. I had to cash in that check.

	When I met the banker he informed me, "You're a bit young to cash in a check, aren't you?"
Nevertheless, I gave him the check and watched him stare at it in awe.  
	I told him, "I got this money from collectibles and I would like it if the money would be deposited onto this debit card." I showed him the card and he deposited the money.
	"Thank you," I remarked.
	I sped home and fell asleep on the couch, relieved I got the money back

	The next day, I was very upbeat. I probably went on the waterslide at least 20 times. I then proceeded to eat all the candy I had in my possession. I was finally enjoying my week. I ordered Doordash from In-n-Out and enjoyed my burger, fries, and milkshake. I had a few days before my parents and sister came back so I had to clean up the house. 
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				The next day, I hired some people to take down the waterslide and sold my video games to get my allowance money back. 
	
	On the day my parents and sister were coming back, I made sure to do exactly what they would expect me to do and so I watched TV until they came. Once they arrived, I made sure to give them back the debit card. "What did you do this week?" they asked.
	"Oh nothing much," I answered.

	                                                         About the Author


	Everett is ten years old in fifth grade. His favorite sport is basketball and he hopes to become an NBA player when he grows up. His hidden talent is that he is double jointed.
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