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			One day Suzie was at home. She and her family were moving to Hawaii the following week.  Suzie was in fourth grade and lived in Alabama. She had many friends. She did not want to move.  Life was perfect in Alabama. Suzie sighed and started to pack. Her little brother, Jerry, was crying. Uh-oh, Suzie thought. Suzie was in charge. Suzie changed Jerry's diaper, fed him milk and put him to sleep. Then she finished packing.

The next morning, Suzie was eating when the doorbell rang.  Ding Dong! Suzie ran to the door and opened it. There was a package waiting for her. It said, "I will miss you. Open the box!" Suzie opened it excitedly and found a shimmery gold locket that said: Best Friends Forever.  She opened the locket, and to her surprise, she found a picture of  her and Daron. On the other side of the locket it read, " come visit sometime! Sincerely, Daron." Suzie blinked back tears. She would miss Daron dearly. Suzie started to write a card. 
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			It said:


Dear Daron, 

I will miss you too! My family is moving because my father has work there. I have no friends there. I hope to make new friends so when I go to Alabama we can play together. I will miss you Daron, and I hope we stay best friends forever.
 
Sincerely, 
Your BFF, Suzie

 Suzie took some candy and thrusted it in to a package along with the card. Then she taped the package and left it on Daron's doorstep. What Suzie forgot is that in exactly two days she was going to Hawaii with her family. 


"Suzie! Let's go! The Uber is waiting for us!" Her mom called. Suzie definitely did not want to go. 
She wanted to stay here, in Alabama. She walked clumsily down the stairs taking slow, lazy steps.  But she had to go. Suzie dragged herself into the Uber and they went to the airport. They waited and waited for a million years. Finally, after what seemed like forever, Suzie and her family finally started boarding. 
   

The flight took nine hours. Suzie slept, snacked, watched nine episodes of Kung Fu Panda, and cried. Suzie was glad when the pilot announced, "Honolulu Airport. We are now landing." Suzie thought of how sweltering hot and muggy it was. Suzie then thought of how Alabama was cool and chilly. The weather was so different in Hawaii.
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			Would she ever be able to adjust? "Suzie," her mom said. "I need you to grab our luggage with Dad while I take Jerry to the restroom. "Okay," Suzie replied sleepily. There was a time difference, so Suzie was feeling tired. As soon as Suzie got her luggage from the baggage claim with her dad, Suzie joked to her dad that being in the baggage claim was like being sardines packed in a can. They met up with Mom and Jerry to go to their new house. 

They took an Uber and went to their new house with a completely new community where Suzie and her family didn't know anyone. At their apartment, Suzie noticed that all their things from Alabama had arrived. Some men were outside, chatting with Suzie's parents about taking things and moving them around.
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			Her brother, Jerry, was sleeping. "How could he possibly sleep through all of this commotion?" Suzie thought. It was close to dinner, and even though Suzie didn't feel hungry, she ate tacos with her family. Then, she collapsed on the bed and fell asleep in her warm, cozy, snug pajamas. The next day, Suzie started school.

It was called, "Palm Elementary." Suzie's teacher was Mr. Alvarez. Mr. Alvarez was one of those jolly, cheery, always happy people you might see on TV. Suzie quietly slid into one of the empty seats. The rest of the class was talking. Suzie could hear laughing, hooting, and hollering in the noisy class. "Quiet!" boomed Mr. Alvarez. "First we have math," Mr. Alvarez boomed again. The rest of the day went by in a blur. They did math, reading, writing, and physical education. Suzie was lonely though. She had no friends and was very shy. Everyday, Suzie sat alone by herself. One day, Suzie told her mom, "I'm lonely. I want to go home. I haven't made a single friend."
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			"Well Suzie, If you ever want to make friends, you've got to introduce yourself to other kids." Her mom replied. Later that night, Suzie though long and hard about what her mother had said. The next few days, Suzie talked to people and introduced herself to people. 

Finally, on Thursday, at lunchtime, a girl sat at her table. "Hi! Name's Charlotte. Do you want to be friends?" Charlotte asked. " Sure! I'd love to! " Cried Suzie. Charlotte and Suzie talked and talked. Suzie learned that they had a lot in common. 

They both had little brothers. Later that night, Suzie told her parents about Charlotte. " That's great!" Her mom answered. " And to add on to the great news, we will be visiting Daron in November!" "YES!" Suzie cried. This was going to be  the best trip ever!
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			About The Author


Aanya is a cheerful fourth grader who is ten years old. Aanya's favorite activities are reading, art and writing. Some of her favorite books are Percy Jackson, Wings of Fire, and World War Two books. Her friend is Kimberly. Her message for kids is that even though you are moving away, it doesn't mean you can't visit. Moving away can feel terrible. But it also means you get to have new experiences. Her hidden talents are that she can play tennis really well. Aanya can also read faster than most kids and still understand the story. She hopes you enjoyed her book. 
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