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				Once upon a time, deep under the rough Pacific Ocean, lived Fishy and the whole fish community.

	Fishy was a lively and adventurous goldfish. He also loved to study at his school, the Fish Academy. Fishy loved to learn new things.
	One day, as Fishy and his best friend Bobby strode into science class, they heard the teacher make an announcement. She announced, ”Students, there will be a Spring Program in two month’s time. From now on, all classes will be focused on this program. Teachers will select the most talented student to sing in the lead role.” When the teacher finished, the whole class began chattering excitedly.
	Over the next two weeks, the students stood in front of their teacher and sang. Finally, the teacher declared, “All right, I’ve made my decision. The lead role goes to ... Fishy!”
	Everybody gave Fishy a loud round of applause. “Yay!” Fishy shouted. He couldn’t wait to tell his parents the good news.
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				Over the next two weeks, Fishy and the other students worked hard on the Spring Program.
Fishy especially, since he had the lead role.
	At last, the big day came. The whole school was chattering about the show, for it was the first one the school had ever had.























	The auditorium was packed with fish. There were proud fish mommies, daddies, and excited students. 
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				Fishy suddenly felt very nervous. The last time he’d performed on stage, he had thrown up and fainted. What if something disastrous happened? But there was no time to worry. The lively music started, and all the students filed onto the stage. 
	The first half of the show went smoothly. Nobody made any mistakes. But then, it was Fishy’s turn to speak. One glance at the sea of fish and his heart hammered into his throat. His nervousness had caused him to forget all his lines. An uncomfortable silence filled the crowded auditorium. Fishy saw his fish mommy and daddy.

	This encouraged him to improvise his lines. He made them up as he spoke. Eventually, the other students realized what he was doing and joined in. Fishy ignored his racing heart and started singing. 
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			Once the show ended, Fishy walked off the stage with the thunderous applause still ringing in his ears. The audience didn’t even realize that Fishy forgot his lines! But most importantly, Fishy got over his stage fright. From then on, Fishy loved performing.  
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