
		
			
			

		

	
		
				Has there ever been a time you were looking forward to doing something, but you couldn’t? Well, that’s what happened to Joaquin. 

“Good morning, Anak!” said Irene. 

“Good morning, Mom!” Joaquin boomed.

“Are you ready for the Olympic qualifiers?” Inquired Jerome.

“Definitely, Dad!” Joaquin answered, a delicious cracker muffling his words.

“What did you say?” 

“I said, definitely.” 

“Oh, OK.” Said Jerome.

In Ft. Lauderdale, Florida, it’s 10:00 AM and Joaquin has joined the qualifiers for best Tae Kwon Do forms.

	Out of 100 competitors, only ten will qualify to represent Team USA at the Olympics. Joaquin could feel his hands sweating. But Joaquin placed first in almost every form category. While holding the trophy, Joaquin could feel tears welling up in his eyes as he spoke.

“I would like thank my family, the audience, and everyone who supported me on my journey. I love you, Mom. I love you, Dad.”

While sobbing, Jerome and Irene said, “We love you so much, Anak.”

After that, Joaquin started practicing for the Olympics. While practicing his forms, Joaquin let out a piercing scream.

“Ahhh!” he cried.

“Anak, what happened now?” Exclaimed his parents.

“I-I think I sprained my ankle.”
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				But, Joaquin had something that Reggie didn’t: Courtesy.

“Haha!” Reggie exclaimed. “I have won and that proves that I am better than everyone!”

Even recent Canadian winners disliked him.

“There is a difference between good and great,” said Park Sung Im. 

“Sir, what do you mean?” Asked the reporters.

“Reggie is good, but Joaquin is great.”

“Could you please elaborate?” Asked the reporters.

“I sigh when I think of our country’s winners. But now, we have someone who doesn’t even follow the five Tae Kwon Do tenets.”

“And what would those be, sir?” Inquired the reporters.


	The smell of the hospital made Joaquin’s skin shiver. 

“Yeah, Joaquin was right about spraining his ankle.” said Dr Woo.

Dr. Lee-Park Woo has been Joaquin’s doctor since he was four, which was 17 years ago. 

“How long do you think the recovery will take?” Asked Joaquin’s parents.

“About three weeks, if he does rehab and rests his ankle.”

“Huh?!” Exclaimed all three of them.

“That’s too much!” said Joachim.

“I’m sorry, but that’s the best I could do.”

Meanwhile, Reggie Jackson placed first in the Canadian Olympic qualifiers. It was clear that he was very talented.
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“Thanks, Mom.”

There were also smaller competitions for forms in the Olympics. Mario Digiovanni was a judge. The Tae Kwon Do Association kept an eye on him.

Why, you may ask? 

Well, reader, because he was infamous for voting every time for his home country, Italy. So the TA fired him.  Both Reggie and Joaquin breathed a huge sigh of relief when they heard this.

“Well it’s July 18, and the largest forms competition is coming up soon!” Said one announcer.

“Yeah, it sure is. But what do you think about Joaquin’s injury? Will he recover in time?”

“We‘ll find out tomorrow on NBC Live!”


“Courtesy, Integrity, Perseverance, Self-Control, and Indomitable Spirit,” He said.

Flying back to their home state of California, Joaquin’s parents encourage him.

Irene says, “You can do this. Do what Dr. Woo told you to do, and you can still do the forms competition.”

Joaquin sighed, “Ok, I’ll do my best.”

“That’s the spirit,” Exclaimed Jerome.

While in rehab, Joaquin did some exercises to make his ankle stronger.

“Let me count you off,” said Irene, “1, 2, 3, 4-Nice kicks!-5, 6, 7-Punch harder-8, 9, 10.”

“Hai!” Shouted Joaquin.

“Good job! If you do this in LA, you could win!”



			

		

	
		
			[image: ]
“Thanks, Mom.”

There were also smaller competitions for forms in the Olympics. Mario Digiovanni was a judge. The Tae Kwon Do Association kept an eye on him.

Why, you may ask? 

Well, reader, because he was infamous for voting every time for his home country, Italy. So the TA fired him.  Both Reggie and Joaquin breathed a huge sigh of relief when they heard this.

“Well it’s July 18, and the largest forms competition is coming up soon!” Said one announcer.

“Yeah, it sure is. But what do you think about Joaquin’s injury? Will he recover in time?”

“We‘ll find out tomorrow on NBC Live!”


“Courtesy, Integrity, Perseverance, Self-Control, and Indomitable Spirit,” He said.

Flying back to their home state of California, Joaquin’s parents encourage him.

Irene says, “You can do this. Do what Dr. Woo told you to do, and you can still do the forms competition.”

Joaquin sighed, “Ok, I’ll do my best.”

“That’s the spirit,” Exclaimed Jerome.

While in rehab, Joaquin did some exercises to make his ankle stronger.

“Let me count you off,” said Irene, “1, 2, 3, 4-Nice kicks!-5, 6, 7-Punch harder-8, 9, 10.”

“Hai!” Shouted Joaquin.

“Good job! If you do this in LA, you could win!”



			

		

	
		
			“Well, Joaquin looks like he is ready to do his forms.”

“Yeah, and it looks like his ankle is already healed.”

“Let’s see if Joaquin can still win the competition.”
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			Joachim is a ten year old boy who was born in Redwood City, CA.
He lives with his parents and brother in Foster City, CA. He is a competitive person.
Currently, he does Tae Kwon Do, so this story is inspired by what he hopes to be.
He hopes to graduate from college summa cum laude and get a 4.0 GPA.
He is determined to get a high paying job as a doctor.
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