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			Once, there was a girl named Livvy. She loves animals a lot. Livvy owns a dog, whose name is Hallie, 3 cats named Tiny, Lizzy, and Cookie, and 2 bunnies named Fluffy and Cindy. Livvy Loves her pets very much. She also has two best friends named Emma and Addie.

Livvy, Emma, Addie and the pets enjoy playing together. It was the night before Livvy's 9th birthday when they all were playing games in Livvy's backyard. They were all super sleepy so Addie and Emma went home to rest. After they went home, Livvy put the animals in their cages and beds to sleep. Then, Livvy fell asleep as well.
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			The next morning, Livvy woke up and found herself in shock when she saw that all the animals were gone. Livvy started panicking and called her friends to help her find the pets. Addie and Emma were worried about Livvy's animals.

"Oh no," Addie and Emma exclaimed.
Addie and Livvy said, "We locked the door outside last night, did we??"
"I don't think we did," Emma said quietly.
"Alright Addie and Emma, we are going to find the animals! But I have no idea why we didn't lock the door," Livvy shouted. 
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			So then, the three friends were searching all around the house looking for the pets. They looked under Livvy's bed, under tables and chairs in the dining room, living room, and even the bathroom. None of Livvy's pets were there.

"But there is one place the pets love to hang out at," Livvy pointed out.
"The backyard!" Screamed Emma and Addie.
After they discussed to go to the backyard, they ran to the unlocked door to search for the animals. They checked everywhere. They checked the picnic table, the flower bush, and the trees. They didn't see Livvy's pets so Addie, Emma, and Livvy went to Livvy's room to think about what they should do next.
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			"We've checked everywhere," said Addie sadly. 
"Yeah," added Emma.
But then, Livvy pulled out a bulky book from her bookshelf. 
Emma said, "What is that?"
Livvy whispered, "It's an animal book with what all the animals like, did, or what different foods they like, it's from the shelter owner."



"Wow, that's so cool!" Addie and Emma said at the same time.
"Wait, I see a page of where they like to make crafts, and they LOVE to make crafts." Said Livvy excitedly.
"Where do they like to make crafts??" Emma said loudly.
"It says they love to be in the forest! Wait... the only forest in our town is two minutes away, lets go!" Livvy yelled in excitement.
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			They all walked to the forest and saw trees surrounding them. 
Addie said, "Where do you think the animals could be in this giant forest?"
"We're around lots of trees," Emma trembled.
"We can always look back at the book to find answers," Livvy said calmly.
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			So, they all read the memory book and it said that the pets like to be near very tall trees with lots of squirrels around.
" Hey, stop!" Said a screeching voice.
"Why are you stopping us?" The girls called.
"I am stopping you because it is very dangerous when you go to the tall trees!" The screeching voice answered. 

"Well, what's your name?" Emma said happily.
"My name is Sammy Squirrel," Boomed Sammy.
"I am looking for my pets and they are missing," Livvy stuttered.
"I gotta go, bye!" Sammy said quickly.
"That was weird," Livvy spoke. 
"Yeah that was really weird," Emma added.

"Why did Sammy Squirrel just like, say bye after she warned us?" Addie wondered.
"Should we still go though?" Livvy and Emma said at the same time.
"We should still go," Addie said.
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			Livvy, Addie, and Emma read the book and followed what it said. They followed and followed and followed until,  
Livvy shouted, "Look, there is a giant tree much larger than the others! It must be it!"
Addie and Emma gasped, "That's it! The tree, let's go!"


But then, Livvy, Addie, and Emma saw Sammy Squirrel. 
Livvy said, "What are you going to do to us now?"
"Stop us?" Addie added.
"Actually, no," Sammy Squirrel replied.
"Then what are you telling us, we're looking for Livvy's pets," Emma said.
"No, no, no, just follow me," Sammy explained.


[image: ]

			

		

	
		
			Livvy, Addie, and Emma read the book and followed what it said. They followed and followed and followed until,  
Livvy shouted, "Look, there is a giant tree much larger than the others! It must be it!"
Addie and Emma gasped, "That's it! The tree, let's go!"


But then, Livvy, Addie, and Emma saw Sammy Squirrel. 
Livvy said, "What are you going to do to us now?"
"Stop us?" Addie added.
"Actually, no," Sammy Squirrel replied.
"Then what are you telling us, we're looking for Livvy's pets," Emma said.
"No, no, no, just follow me," Sammy explained.


[image: ]

			

		

	
		
			They all followed Sammy Squirrel and saw something they didn't think they would see in a long time.
"Hallie, Tiny, Lizzie, Cookie, Fluffy, Cindy, are you okay?" Livvy beamed.
Addie said, "Wait, Livvy"
"What?" Livvy answered.
"Look at what your pets did for you," Addie said surprised.
"It's a birthday present! I totally forgot that today was my birthday!" Livvy giggled.


Emma, Addie, and Livvy saw Sammy Squirrel next to the present with the other animals. 
Livvy thought for a moment.
"Was distracting us a way of us not getting in the way of that present my pets made me?" Livvy said. 
"Yep," Sammy Squirrel replied.

The animals made Livvy a beautiful present in the forest. It was a big piece of bark decorated with some twigs to spell HAPPY BIRTHDAY LIVVY with wild flowers and acorns glued on with sticky sap from the big tree.
Livvy said, "You are such smart animals!" 
Emma whispered, "When did they learn to make crafts?"
"I have no idea," Livvy responded.

After, Emma, Addie, Livvy, and the pets celebrated Livvy's ninth birthday in the woods including all of the wild animals in the forest, and Sammy Squirrel.
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			Colette is a nine year old girl who loves art and dogs. When she isn't writing, she enjoys doing gymnastics, dance, piano, and tennis. In the future, Colette wants to become an artist so she can use her creativity to create art.
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