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	Once, there was a girl named Lilly, she was with her friends in a luscious, green tropical forest. They were visiting from a far bamboo forest since she and her friends were big, soft, fluffy pandas. A talent show was being held in the forest, and the grand prize was an entire day with the ferocious Lion King!!! Lilly’s friends’ names were Emily, Sydney, and Rose. The talent show was in two days. All Lilly did was practice, day and night...

		“What if I fail in front of everyone?” Lilly wondered. Finally, the day of the talent show had arrived. Backstage, Lilly’s heart was roaring like a tiger, and she wished she had never entered the talent show. On top of that, she had to go first! There were also about 90 other judgy animals watching. “You got this!” exclaimed Rose. 
	“Your voice is amazing, go Lilly!” encouraged Emily.
	“Come on, you rule.” Sydney smirked, “ I know your nervous, but get ready, the MC is starting.”
	“Tonight, we have a talent show with so many hard working animals. They have been working so hard to show off their skills, and to win a day to spend with the Lion King,” stated the MC. “First up, we have Lilly singing ‘All the money’.”
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Have you ever won second in a talent show you worked really hard in?
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			As the MC flew off the stage, Lilly entered to bright lights and a roaring applause as loud as an elephant. She started off smoothly, but when she got to the chorus, she froze, noticing there were roughly 180 bulging eyes staring at her... 
At the split second she was frozen, she remembered what Emily said before they left: “ If you get nervous, imagine no one is watching you sing.” Gradually, she started to sing again slowly, but continued, like she was practicing in front of a mirror. Finally, she completed her song. Even though it was about three long minutes, it felt like it was three hours. Lilly went backstage to her supportive friends who had been watched and listened the entire time. They all gave her big hugs and kind compliments; after that, they watched all of the other impressive performances. They all saw everyone preforming great, but occasionally they screwed up a little bit.
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			The next day was extremely stressful. They were all so excited for Lilly, but they needed to find out if she won or not. Most importantly she was the best. The next day was upon them. As they slowly arrived, the Judge had just begun to announce the results.

“This was probably the hardest decision of my life, but, let’s start with third place. In third place are The Tiger Twins,” he paused for applause. “Second place is Lilly!” He stopped only to hear murmurs. 
	 Then someone blurted, “Why is she second?”
	Judge Jaguar continued, “I know most of you are very confused, she messed up, but stood her ground on the stage in front of a big crowd, and impressively continued,” finished Judge Jaguar. 
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				This time, the applause was beyond loud. Though she didn’t win, she got second place, which was good enough.
	“ The first place winner is” he paused for dramatic effects, “The Magical Monkeys!!!” Then, they pranced onto stage for no reason what so ever, but the applause was the loudest anyone had ever heard. Soon after that, Lilly and her friends left. They were on their way back to the bamboo forest. The four friends, Lilly, Emily, Rose, and Sydney were almost back to the bamboo forest when Lilly got a call. She answered it, and two minutes later, she said, “Guys, we have to go back to the tropical forest.”
	 “Why?” questioned Rose.
	“I’ll explain on the way” hurried Lilly. They were on there way when Lilly said, “The judge was on the call, he said The Lion King was watching the talent show, and wait for it... he said he loved my voice and wanted to meet me!!!” She finished out of breath. About ten minutes later, they arrived at the forest again. When they got there, they were all rushed to a large chamber, as big as a million tigers.

Then Lilly saw him, The Lion King!!! Around an hour later, Lilly and her friends were on their way home, again. This time they were all so much happier, as if the had won a competition, which they kinda did. Then out of nowhere, there was a gushing river. They had to find a way to cross.

A minor detail was they couldn’t swim! Suddenly, Emily stated, “Look, a crossing.” Then, the friends crossed the river and continued on their way back to the bamboo forest. 
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			When they got home to the bamboo forest, there were millions of colors everywhere. It was a surprise party! Then, Lilly told everyone what happened. “Well, it’s better to try and fail then not try at all,” explained Rose. After, she said that everyone applauded and they partied all night long. Lilly still got a prize from her loved ones, and the lion king!



	The End
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			Anoushka loves to read, perform, and write. She lives in California and her favorite color is black. If you liked her book, she will be super happy. Her hidden talent is performing for large crowds. She likes dancing, singing, and acting. She likes reading and would love if you liked reading this book. She enjoys math and writing fictional stories.
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