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By The Rocking Calm Class


			

		

	
		
			Chapter One

Alexander was in Mr. Arthur’s first grade. 

He really wanted to play the violin in the first grade concert!
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			He practiced for weeks. One day, a string of his violin broke. Now when he played the violin it sounded like a cat being tangled in a string! Not good!

But Alexander had a plan. He would replace his violin string with a piece of blue yarn.

When he did that, his violin looked very pretty!

Unfortunately it didn’t sound good. It sounded better than when it had a broken string, but not much.
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			The yarn string had no rosin and was also made of yarn, of course! Alexander’s violin sounded mostly silent and a little bit fluffy!

Alexander realized his plan wasn’t working. He needed a new plan.

He needed a new STRING. A string with rosin, that was made for a violin.

But that was expensive! And he was six!

He tried again with a rubber band. It sounded a little better, but not much. The rubber band was the wrong material: Too rubbery! Also, no rosin.
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			Alexander went to his neighbors. He asked them, “May I please do some chores for you? My payment rates are reasonable!”

The neighbors said yes. They paid him to rake leaves, do dishes, sweep floors and make beds. 

Soon Alexander had enough money for a new string!



But Alexander realized that buying one string wasn’t enough. What if that string broke as well? To be safe, Alexander needed to buy backup strings! So that’s what he did, with his extra money.

Soon his violin was perfect again! And he had extra strings in his pocket!
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			Alexander arrived at the first grade concert, ready to rock out on his violin.

Unfortunately, there was a major storm outside the concert!

The strong wind blew the trees on the school! The school was covered in fallen trees!
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			One of the trees fell down on the school so hard, the sprinkler system was activated. Alexander was worried that he’d drop his violin because it was so slippery!

Alexander was determined not to drop his violin. He was good at problem solving. He put his violin in his jacket, to keep it dry and safe.
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			The good news is: The sprinkler stopped sprinkling. The bad news is: Another tree fell on the fuse box. So the entire school was dark!

So Alexander and his classmates played their music in the dark. The audience didn’t mind! That darkness made the music even more interesting!
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			Alexander and his classmates were very happy about how the concert went! They took bows in the dark even though no one could see them!

Chapter 2

Abby was in fourth grade. She was very good at writing, drawing, and playing Nintendo Switch.
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			Her mom said, “You have to finish your homework before you play Nintendo Switch games.”

Abby was angry! Nevertheless, she finished her homework.

She did such a good job on her homework that her mom was happy.

Then Abby got to play on the Switch.

Now Abby was happy, too! She won the game!
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			Chapter 3

Veronica had a beautiful voice. She wanted to sing in the first grade concert.

The day before the concert, Veronica lost her voice.

“This is terrible!” whispered Veronica. She couldn’t talk louder than a whisper because her throat hurt too much. “What will I do?”
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			Luckily, Veronica could still play the harmonica. So instead of singing in the concert, she played the harmonica. Everyone called her “Harmonica Veronica.” The concert was wonderful and so was Veronica!

Chapter 4

Axel wanted to play guitar in the first grade concert. But a tidal wave came and broke his guitar! Also, he was wet!
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			Axel asked, “How will I fix my guitar in time for the first grade concert?”

So he asked his older sister Abby’s friends to help. They were carpenters, engineers, and good at fixing things. They fixed his guitar! Axel was grateful.

Axel’s guitar was better than ever. 
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			Chapter 5

Julia wanted to take a shower. But there was no hot water! Julia thought, “I’ll either be cold or stinky! There is no third option.”

But then Julia remembered that she had a teapot, and how teapots work. 

She boiled water in her teapot. The teapot made a loud noise.

“HEEEEEEEEEE”

The water was SO hot! Way too hot to put over Julia’s skin!
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			Julia thought, “I guess I could wait for a few minutes until the hot water gets colder and turns warm.” But Julia didn’t want to wait.

Julia had an idea. “What If I add cold water to my boiling water, so the water will be medium?” 

Julia poured cold water and ice cubes to the hot teapot water.
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			The water was now medium, and steamy. Because the ice cubes made it steamy.

Julia stood in the tub. She poured the teapot water over her.

Julia said, “This was not my finest shower. But at least I’m not cold, and I’m a little bit clean now! Good enough!”
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			Chapter Six

Arthur was born in India. He grew up speaking Hindi. One day, he moved to America with his family. Arthur was excited!

But also scared.

Because Arthur didn’t speak English.

Arthur went to school in America. He was lonely, because he couldn’t communicate well with the other students.

Except Brenda! Brenda spoke both Hindi AND English. Brenda was so nice!
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			Brenda and Arthur spoke in both English and Hindi. Brenda taught Arthur many English words, like “cool” and “water” and “explosion.”

In addition to talking to Brenda, Arthur watched American TV when he was at home. He learned a lot of new words. 
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			Arthur also went to extra English classes. There, he learned the English alphabet, and grammar, and all of the extra words that Brenda didn’t know.

Soon, Arthur realized he could read in English and understand English!

But Arthur still wasn’t confident about writing in English. To become confident, he went to WRITING class! He practiced writing in English, and speaking English, and reading English, every single day.
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			But Arthur didn’t want to forget Hindi. So he also practiced speaking Hindi with family at dinner, and writing them emails in Hindi.

Arthur grew up to be a teacher of English AND Hindi! He loved both languages.
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			Chapter Seven

Julia and Arthur were married. They went to see Arthur’s first grade students do their concert. Abby’s younger brother Axel was playing the guitar.

When the sprinklers went off during the concert, Axel said “Aw man! Not again! Uggghhhh!! First I get hit by a tidal wave, and now I’m wet again.”
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			Julia thought, “Wow! Two showers in one day! This is WAY better than my teapot shower, and almost as good as normal shower! I AM SO CLEAN NOW!”

Arthur was happy that his wife was happy and clean, and Arthur was proud of his talented students. Their music was great, even in the dark.

THE END

About the authors:



The Rocking Calm Class consists of first graders and a 4th grade leader. They love to draw. They love to write. They love making paper airplanes and doing crafts. They dedicate this book to their families!
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