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				5!...4!...3!...2!...1! Whoosh! The rocket roared as its engines ignited. It flew upward, looking smaller and smaller until it became a small dot, then vanished. That was the sixth Discovery-c rocket launched. It was able to carry a manned spaceship to Mars at 100 kilometers per second using ion engines, which means that it can arrive at Mars in 8 days, when Mars is closest to Earth. This time, its mission is to carry supplies to the research station on Mars.
2 hours later...
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				" This is Discovery-c6 to Earth. We have finished acceleration. Everything is running fine," John reported, "We are about to eat."
	"I'll go get some food," said Fara.
	"The refrigerator is at the right side of the storage room," Carl told her.
	Beep!-Beep! The alarm went off! "A large meteoroid is coming our way! We have to turn immediately!" Exclaimed Carl. He steered away, but not fast enough. The meteoroid hit the back of the ship, and an explosion followed.

	"Is everything okay?" Fara asked.
	"The living quarters and storage room are fine," Carl replied," But the engines are damaged. And we need to fix the life support system fast." He frowned.
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				"I can try," Fara said.
	"I'll tell the command center," John said. 5 minutes later, he returned and said, "They told me that they will try to help." Meanwhile, in the command center on earth...
	"We received a distress signal from Discovery-c6! Their engines are damaged and need help!", someone cried.
	"And the ones that need help aren't just them," the main commander spoke, "The research station on Mars is running out of supplies. We must use the Discovery-c7 at the other rocket launching base. Its construction is almost complete."

	" I'll contact the launching base," an officer said.
	A few hours later, on the spaceship, Fara said, "The engines should be working now."
	" And I got the life support system fixed," Carl added," There wasn't any major damage." He started the engines, but there was a loud boom.
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				" Great," he snapped, "The engines exploded and destroyed an oxygen tank."
	" How many days' worth of oxygen do we have left?" asked John.
	" About five."
	" Well, let's hope that help arrives within five days!"
	The Discovery-c7 was launched the third day. Meanwhile, things were getting worse on the spaceship. " Help must arrive in 60 hours, or we are going to be in a bad situation," Carl stated.
	On the fifth day, the crews of Discovery-c6 received a message: We will arrive in five hours.


	" That's good, because our oxygen will last about that long. They're just in time!" Carl said.
	4 hours and 30 minutes later, John sent a message," Quick! It's getting hard to breathe!"
	Meanwhile, on Discovery-c7, someone yelled," I saw them!"
	" They are running out of wxygen," another crew said," Prepare to connect!"
	10 minutes later, the two ships were connected and Carl opened the door. " Finally!" He beamed," They're here!"
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				The six astronauts loaded the cargo onto Discovery-c7 and took off for Mars.

The rest of the trip went smoothly, and the astronauts delivered the supplies and came back to Earth safely.

	One year later, at the rocket launching center...
	5!...4!...3!...2!...1!
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