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			Far in the future, when magic took over Earth, there was a temple guarded by a nine-tailed fox with white fur, and purple on her flower mark and in the insides of her ears. 
The temple looked like most temples in Japan, with a grey roof and white walls. 
You could taste stew and smell fresh grass there. You can feel wind and hear fox calls.
The fox sat there, guarding the portal by the door. 
Punishment spirits would watch her closely. 
"Get to work! Or no gold tonight!" Cried Ayame (meaning iris), the mother. 
The fox was named Umeboshi (meaning pickled plum) and she was very shocked.

Gold for dinner? That isn't even good tasting! She thought. Her body made her want to vomit.
But she tried not to mess with her thoughts and her spear. She was sincere in working on her job.
I hope no adventure starts anytime soon! Umeboshi thought. But little did she know, she was about to explore.
Umeboshi got distracted and looked at the sky for what seemed like a little minute. She saw a crane bird as white as snow. 
But the punishment spirits closed in on her. She yelped like a screeching bird, and the spirits chased her (by accident) into the portal. 
Umeboshi cried out, "Help me!"
Ayame couldn't hear. 
All Umeboshi could hear was, "Umeboshi, where are you?"
But Umeboshi couldn't, as she was swept to another world.
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			Umeboshi followed a familiar scent, the scent of stew cooked fresh. 
The human running the shop said, "We get foxes a lot. Too bad one fox got injured."
Umeboshi asked, "Who?"
"Mint," the shopkeeper replied.
Umeboshi's curiosity was washed away. My friend is injured! Thought Umeboshi. 
" Sit down. I serve you my stew and show you around this world." Said the human. 
Later in the afternoon,  Umeboshi was led by by the human to a park.
"You see, there is a terrible shadow fox spirit called Kitsuneoni (or fox demon) that takes over any fox willing to sacrifice themselves." The human said.
Umeboshi was shocked. So shocked, that she didn't notice Mint's paws sticking to her back.
In a witch's voice, Mint said, " The dark will hurt the willing..."
Mint's paws had stricken Umeboshi's back.
Umeboshi yelped like a crow. 
She then formed a ball of pickled plum in her paws. Sour juice got in (the taken over) Mint's eyes, and she fainted. 

That freed the shadow, who grew large.
Umeboshi closed her eyes.
"For the power of light, to banish the dark, make it bright, not like... bark!"
Her voice echoed like sound waves.
"Crystal pure, crystal clear! Very bright, very near!"
Umeboshi continued to chant spells into the darkness.
Dodging and spells had gone by for what seemed like an hour.
Soon after, spells and scenes slowed to a stop, and Umeboshi's pure light spell had come to life. A gigantic wave of pure light had come out of Umeboshi, which wiped out the shadow completely. 
Umeboshi held the remains of the shadow in her paw, which absorbed into her body. 
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			Umeboshi carried Mint on her back. 
She used her power of pure light to heal Mint of what the shadow had took away as a sacrifice. 
Mint opened her eyes, and mint plants bloomed around her.
"Thank you," Mint replied weakly. 
Then long mint stems covered her up, and she vanished. 
The lasting joy of saving others reminded Umeboshi that she didn't need to be afraid of adventures.
Soon after, a familiar-looking portal appeared. 
Could it really be? Umeboshi wondered.


She walked through, and a fox figure appeared at the front door, sobbing. 
The adventure had ended, and she was proud. 
Umeboshi hugged her mother. 
"You won't believe what I did!" 
"Oh, how I missed you," sighed Ayame. 
"You missed me?" Asked Umeboshi in disbelief. "I thought you disliked me!" 
"I will have to admit, someone brave enough to be gone for so long would be my favorite!"cried Ayame. 
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			"Now that we are reunited... we must celebrate!" Ayame cheered.
Umeboshi stared. "We're going to celebrate?" 
"Yes!" Cried Ayame. 
And so, they hung red ribbon all over the temple. 
There was a banquet in one room, a restroom in another, and a room to celebrate. 
A servant fox brung out a chair embroidered with the words "temple boss Umeboshi."
As soon as Ayame opened the doors, crowds of foxes from all over Japan came inside to celebrate. 

Cups of wine touched, and the crowd yelled, "Cheers!" 
Warmth and joy spread over Umeboshi. 
"All hail, Mistress Umeboshi!" The crowd cheered. 
Umeboshi was never to be afraid of adventures ever again. The good feeling lasted long. 
Soon, farther in the future, Umeboshi went on more adventures. 
She was known all over for her kindness and power. 
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			She went on adventures for very long, until she wanted to stop. 
But at a different time, she is still celebrating. She is celebrating because of her bravery. 
And so, Umeboshi was known all over. 
But you will not know her anytime soon, as that is farther in the future than most will experience. 
Her power can change everything, even in another world. 
And of course, if you ever see a white and purple fox, be sure to think of the time she was brave enough to face her fears. And Umeboshi will never forget her first day on an adventure. 
After all, that is way too far in the future. In the future, she is sitting, waiting for danger, and then she will vanish. 
But time won't matter too much. 
Umeboshi was feeling a warm, joyful feeling, something she had never felt before. 

All the chatter and joy was a joyful feeling. 
Umeboshi couldn't help but cheer for herself as she was so very excited for herself. 
The lasting joy of the lights flickering and the celebration made Umeboshi excited and joyful for a new adventure. 
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