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						10,9,8,7. I launched the ball out of my hands and towards the basket. No! It bounced on the rim and out. "Hailey, get up!" I shot up like a rocket. I realized that it was a flashback from the last tournament I played. Today we were playing against the Lions. I was determined to make sure that my team won this one. I turned around to stretch my arms but I instantly regretted it. As soon I turned around the bright, golden glare shined brightly into my eyes. I sighed and dragged my feet out of my bed and to my closet. I could smell the sweet pancakes my dad was making and hear the pan sizzling. I could almost taste the crunchy bacon in my mouth. I heard some more sizzling and I snapped back to the present. 
				



I went over to my closet and pulled out my gold and purple uniform that said Sparks across the front.  On the back, I traced my number 12. The writing was in gold and the rest was a deep purple. "Hailey! Your gonna be late!" My mom yelled.

	" Coming!" I replied. I changed into my uniform, put my light brown hair into a ponytail, and then I started to pack my bag. I put in a bag of chips, my basketball shoes, and a bottle of water. I went downstairs to the kitchen and started on the sweet pancakes my dad had made me. Across me, my mom was on her phone and drinking coffee. Dad set down a cup of orange juice and a baggie with some bacon inside. 
			"Thanks Dad! The food smells amazing!" I took a sip of my juice and packed the bacon into my backpack.  
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					"We're almost at the gym! You guys should grab your backpacks to get ready now." 

		"Ok!" Me and Kaitlyn replied.  I had picked up Kaitlyn on my way to the game. She was my best friend and on the same basketball team as me! She was funny, kind, and thoughtful. 
		"Okay girls, we're here! I'll be watching from the stands! Good luck! Bye!" My mom told us as we jumped out of the car and ran to the gym. Only to see that our best player, Kate with crutches! 
		"Kate! What happened to you!??! We exclaimed. She gave us a weak smile. 
		" I broke my leg when I was skiing. But don't worry! I'm sure you guys will be awesome without me!" We smiled to reassure her but as we headed into the gym we had frowns on our faces

Tipoff started. Makenzie was the tallest so naturally she did tip off for our team. But a horrible feeling surged through my stomach as I saw the player doing tipoff for the other team. She was very tall and athletic. The referee through the ball up into the air and both players jumped as high as they could. Makenzie jumped high, but the other player jumped higher. The Lions took control of the ball first. We ran down the court and fanned out into our defensive stance.  I guarded number three and tried to catch up with her as she drove down to the basket. She got pass me and scored a layup. We didn't let that stop us though.  We rushed down the court with Kaitlyn bringing the ball up. She passed to me, I drove in and two defenders followed me. I faked a shot then passed it out to Kaitlyn, who took a shot...and made it! But the excitement did not last for long. They caught up and scored three more points by halftime
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My teammates panted hard as we stumbled to our seats. We gulped down lots of water and I was pretty sure that we all felt like we we're being barbecued with the heat turned all the way up. While we were resting, our coach reviewed to plays with us. This time we would all guard a person similar to our height. The referee blew his whistle in signal that halftime was over.  We got back on the court with confidence on our faces and ready to play.  We took control of the ball first and reran our play really well! Kaitlyn brought down the ball and signaled for someone to screen her. She went around passed to ball to me. I got into my shooting position and released the ball the best and fastest I could. Swish! I made it! Now it was 4-5 and third quarter. Down the court, Makenzie got fouled and made both of her free throws! Now we were ahead by one point
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The rest of the game went by pretty fast. We had scored 2 more points and the Lions scored 0! We won by 3 points! We lined up for high fives and then we sat down for a group talk. 
			"Good job, you guys! I think that the shout outs for today is to three people! Makenzie, Kaitlyn, and Hailey! You all did really well today we showed lots of perseverance. Good game! Bye!" I packed up my stuff and then I walked with my team to a dessert shop and got mango mochi with coconut flakes on the outside and a bubble tea! It was really yummy and refreshing. Then we said good-bye and parted ways. "That was one of the best games I won!" I thought in the car as I looked out the window. I would never forget this game or the perseverance we showed that day. 
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			Jillian is a ten year old who lives in California. She enjoys warm weather, playing with her friends, playing basketball, and reading. Her current favorite book is Keepers of the Lost Cities. She likes pastel colors especially purple, and her favorite foods are sushi and pizza and sometimes, desserts! Her daily basketball practices and games inspired her to write this book.
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