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THE BIG BOYS 

By Gregory L. 


			

		

	
		
				The Big Boy is the largest locomotive ever in the world and one of the strongest. In 1940 the first Big Boy was made. It was supposed to be called the “Wasatch” after the Wasatch Mountain Range. But when an ALCO (American Locomotive Company) employee wrote “Big Boy” on the first production model, the latter name stuck. It weighed over a million pounds and was 132 feet long.  
	 In the year 1961, all the Big Boys were retired after racking up over one million miles. Diesel trains were now replacing them. So, the trains sat for many years in a museum. 
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				The Union Pacific railroad reacquired the Big Boy number 4014 in 2013 due to the upcoming 150th anniversary of the Cross Continental Railroad in 2019. It was restored by Ed Dickens and his family. It was a lot of work to restore it. 
	Ed Dickens told his team, “We should start by removing the bolts!” His team started off by removing the bolts. If he didn’t have the others with him, it would have taken him an entire day to remove them by himself. Thankfully, the team had it done in an hour. 

	After the bolts came off they began to disassemble the fire box, boiler and the four cylinders. The team had to disassemble the many parts of the locomotive quickly due to the anniversary.
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				 They replaced the coal tender (which carries fuel) with an oil tender from a Challenger locomotive.  After several years, the restoration of the Big Boy was completed just in time and it was able to make its debut on the tracks! It chugged along to where it met up with the 8444 (the only steam locomotive that has never been retired). At the meeting point a golden spike was hammered onto the tracks to honor the Cross Continental Railroad. A year later, the two trains ran an excursion together. 

The End. 
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			About the Author 

Gregory L. likes to do model trains. He is about to get a model of the Big Boy 4014, with sound and smoke. His great-grandfather worked on the Union Pacific Railroad as a switchman. So, Gregory loves trains. He is going into the 5th grade and is 10 years old. 
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